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State Attacked on Nursmg Home Licenses

" of preveniive meditine of the _

“Cook County Depgriment of
Public Health, charged yester-
day that the staté has ignored

" thousands of \'mlauon repor(s

on conditions in

* nursing homes.

“The Dlinois Department Hl
Fudlic Health has issued or
renewed the licenges of-nursing ™

omés we {Cook County Health

Department) have . inspected
~and rnund unvmrthy of a k-
" Dr. Rasmussen said.
“We are-led tovbeliets this

discrepancy- is politieal “she .

said. “We' have been told-by
nursing home. operalors: ‘Just
you wait, I'll make a fes®bhone

calls and hm my license back
in-no time’,™

Wants On: ,\nlhonly
One agency should inspect

" and isipe licenses, instead of |
lnspechons\nounccd that Chicago, area |

the county making

And,lss mg a hcens
undeserving home,
mussen said. She saxd bolh
departments _are understaffed
which _complicates, { regulati
nursing hames properly.
Meanwhile, Gov.’ Ogilvie an-

and the state bmshmg asxdelnursmﬂ homes suspected of not

proper care for their

the county’s

patients will ha subject to sud-

! _den visits'by.iwo-man state in-

spection teams “‘at all hours"
starling tomorrow.
" The governor's aclwr[nnd the
charges by Dr.- Rasmussen fol-
low- disolosures ‘by TRIBUNE
Task Force, reporters (Working
in cooperation with he Better
-Goverhmént Association _of
squalid conditions in many Chi-
i c go dréa nurslng homes,

10" Teams Plnnncd
he. gn\crnor sald”, 10.4wo-
.man state mspechon teams,

institutional inspector, are be-
ing ‘assigned to the, Chicagoe
area to" enforce’ comphance

“’ with state regulatiofis,

In a news conference in the}
S(a!e of Nlinois hmlding
La Sallp St, Ogilvie” said,

"These visits " will be un.
annnunced, at. all _hours. To

gin with, they will probably
be durmg the .daytime, be-!
cause the-jnspectors cando a
then. But , . . they

Jf capacity.

i lhay be dropping in at fou

o'clock in the morning."
Seeks Larger Force

He said.he has’, dh-eded the
1ilinois Depar(men! of Public
Health,to “build up an-inspec;
tion- capacity to do the kind- of};
]ob.that obviously needs to be’
dong."

The state \\nll attempt o hulld
up its inspection - teams  with
corpsmen and medics returhing
from Viet “Nam “who “want to

-consisting of- a nursé and an|,

Humholdt HnuSe. 1706 N
Kedzle Av., was ordered closed
because- the hortis consistently
| muintained only one employe at

night to care for's9 residents on
four floors, a:cprdlng to Dr.
Brown..

Humboldt was cited for the
violation Nov. 13, “We 've been

homes probably ougm ko he
checked every week. Some oth-
ers probably ., uught to be
checked every day.
g -Eyes Hospitul Usa‘
- Ogjlvié satd- he i$ asking for
an m\enluxy .of, beds anllab[e
in state’ hnspnals ICit
necessary to slose

nate  accomodations  an
tavailable, he soid -then slale,

Aolficials-are planning. to house.!

the nursing home palignts’ m
state " hospitals.

I & scparate development, !
patients were removed “from
the Park Holse nursing home, ;
2320°S; Lawrdale ;Av., yester-'
day "after the home 'was or-
rdered closed by Dr, Murray‘
Brown, city health commis:}
sioner. Park House Is one of i
the homes exposed by THE:
TriBUNE investigation as sub- |
 standard. Dr. Brown had, de. |
scribed the administralion “of |
Park House Fndny as_“dan- |
gerous fo life."

The estimated’ 81 palicnls
were being transferred to other |
homes ,as_beds became avail- |
able, Dr, Brown said;

Twice As Many Palients

"Dr. Byown also said the city |
has ordered, two hal(way houses
for mental patients on'the
-North Side closed. An esti-|

mated 173 recently discharged
‘mental pnhenls live in the t\m
.houses.

continue working i in a medxcal

enbeach RosMcnlI'\l Care,
5t Inc;, 107 N. Kenmore:Av., was

monlhs. but they hnvent done
anylhlng about it Dr, Brown
said. * .. .
-Brown_said Park Houso and
the two hallway houses.had the
rcsponslbllhy to transfer their
own * patients” and  residents.’
“Buyt1 have a-good crew on the
street  keeping an cye on
them," he said.. )

hcsg‘mdered closcd because it
jth - housed almiost twice as many-
off apersons as Kenbeach's”Jicense
be-} allm\ed .Dr. Brown said.
Kenhcacn has 8 residents,
it ig 43, he

“We are going to’ bnng 1
{places up to compliance Wil
{he regulations. We wilt cut
their financial support if it,
comes necessary,” Ogilvie said. ;"
“In' answer- to: questions, - the: altho the hcen
governor said,“Some of thesex said.




