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Tennesséan Staff Writer

Thc; filth, the outmoded facilities, the lack of personmel, :

inadequate treatment and the

dominance of nonprofession-

alism has once again been exposed at Central State Psychla—

. tric Hospital.”

In-January, I wrote a series of

-pearedinthe ’l'ennessean aml the

committee released its report,

Twin S’rate Thruway
Could Cost a Mint

By LARRY DAUGHTREY

Tennessean Staff

“come tme

At Horse Cave;Ky., you jog off cr mvded Iutexslate 65 and:

:onlolhe(uur-laneTmetate’I‘hxuway,a divided toll road.

‘The Twin State goes south 128

. miles through Glasgow, Ken
tucky, Lafayette, Tenn., Carth-
age, Srvi' hville-and McMinn-

ville, joining Intetstate 24 near .

 Pelhani, Tenn., south of Man-
chester.-It avoids the crowded
interslales in Nashville, and, for

toll of -$2.60,. cuts " about 56°

minutes off the trip south.
The Twin State Thiruway ma;

set:up an-independent, nine-

- member -turnp axd with
three members ited by the
governér, speakeRof the Senate
and .speaker of {l
board would have the authority
e its.own bonds — without

d without going through

xex used Lo issue

louse. The ¢

study ot pnwhle turnpikes has
been for the Twin State. The road
is being promoted by citizens in
the area interested in economic
(levelnpmenl

Last September, the Depart-
ment of Trans tion hired
Wilbur Smith Associates, a well-
known highway consulting firm,
to study the [easlhlllly of the
route.

Based on 1972 prices, the road
would cost $258 million, of which
Ilion would be Tennes-
see's share. The wp(\rt says that
tolls on the road “would not
generate sufficient revenues to
“provide the financing coverages

(Turn to Page 3-R)

arlicles about the conditions at five formier officials of Central
the hospital, based onthe 31 days  State issued a joint statement,
1 spent posing as a patient calling for-a moratorium.on all
there. new buildings onthe grounds and
Alter the first two of those acomplete reorganization of the
articles appeared, the commis- hospital. 1
sioner of mental health appoint-  The five former offmlals, all - have to spend almiost $600 nillion
ed a. blue-ribbon of licensed ists with more g : overado- ycarpenodto subsidize
professionals and lay citizens to  than 20 years of total service,at,. 3@ A the-tolt ra
‘Investigate conditjons at the hos-  Central State, recommended Frink Satherland takes a musi Still,it may be closel nreallly
pital. While that committee did that the hospilal be decentra- - garet Sealy ‘t Central Stafe
not make an exhaustive study of lized and that mental health BT ;
the hospital, il said it saw enough  centers.be upgraded fo care for . The sfate .mental health de: youth units- might’ be located
to warrant some: major recom- patients who do ziot-belong-at parlment hasestimated - that, - away from the- slate hospital:
mendations and an in-depth Central State. . among other thinigs, about 1500 grotnds.
study of the hospital's needs. 'I‘hesehvephyslclansalsorep- additionial persgnnel are needed . The blne-‘ bhnn
The committee made in its ommended a major charige to meet accredilation require-
report many of the same recom- the administration at Cenlral menls “The departmenv asked
mendations 1 ditl, Among the State. he governor’s office for more
commiltee’s findings and rec- During my stay al: Central lhanBmo[lheseemployesfor(he ‘P
ommendations were: * . State, when no member of the 197475 budget; but the gover-
e 'T‘the hospital should‘ge ac- hu]splltal staf{ was a\fva;re odi the "‘“‘ 5 staff reduced that number
credited as soon as possible. role I was playing, I found un-
-— The State Dcpl:lrtment of sanilary conde{wne and a de- ’I‘halwouldlea\eihestate\wth
Mental Health should seek an moralized staff working agamst almost 1,400 employes to find in
4 additional §2.5 million from the a bulky bureacracy that con-~ tWOyearsifitis lo meet the 1977
Brse” . legislature to obtain additional stantly hindered good reatment federal deadling for accredita-
Y2895 of patients. - .

A Need for Action,

be a dream to (he tourist, bil
wcould be a»nightmare
taxpayers of Tennessee."A ¢l
sultant’s report prepared for:
State Departpent of Trar
tation says the laxpayers;

dependént turnpike  authority
dependent bondmg
ers; The. legislation also is
oving in_the House of Repre-
sentatives:
.. *We're going to pass this bill,
this year,"” says Sen. James Ru
son,'D — Nashville, the main
Slative promoter of a turn-
e;system. X
So far the legxslat\on has at-
ac d little -attention or contre

The governor’s office has said
1t does not have the' finanefal
gned according lo the

1 . Fromtheresults &t mystayat . e o onta %
oty ey, shld ST SRS < ooy el ek
more effectively utilizes erson- a blue, nbbun committee ap-: jmiake the decision wheth
nel. ¥ PETSRIY yointed by the, mental ;u;a lth absor lhe-accreditation éosls

. commissioner himself and from . gyer:a three year. period or put
N : tion Zlh iiz{f:lgﬁqféllﬁﬁg%uii the recommiendations of five li- 4ff the prob}lem I}zr anotl?er rd o
s | cludes aboul 600 eiderly pa. Censedpsychiatristswhospenta . year, .- P “Wile the commitee is sin
: tients, should be reduced as soon L';L:lr‘;‘n%ulﬁ;@ﬁgﬁ;ﬁg’gﬁ;‘&g Tli‘e'; i ?10;??"““"'? past® cerely interested. in :immed
" ’ granted just about every finan- .amelioration of -existing pro!
Sin‘éﬁl‘}gf ol h'cnl::é 1?|‘a“1‘335;e- legislature to take the responsi- - cfal requiest the administration “lems, it is,ever more'i gerfe)sled “doesn’t think the stat
chiatric hospital. bility for r‘eimedymg tth%mu:ler- 'ha’? made for mental health. © i makm recommendations”:‘huild- turnpikes which a
Alhﬂroughm depthstudyof 2Dl€ con itions at Central - “Wehave taken their word for hich will hnve lon% range ben- capable of paying their own
the hospital should be made to 'S"?“heé speakers ol the House and hhat they };}::ve neede;ih ag‘zh‘g efits Tor the hospli " e
- e given them everythinj
(]i‘:{;?\TSvL!L?I{:::;e ?\le}v“lgnll]:l,; the Senate should appoint a con- wz;\tgd " said Rep. Johin Bragg): miftes roport
has should be consLrucled. Such  tinuing committee o investigate . 1.Murtreesboro. “T think now it -
a study should be conducled by the, problems at Ceiitral State “js time we sce what. they: have
“out-of-state professionals.” and in the mental health depa':' been doing with the money.”! alric services:at the hospital - maybe all the way from Reetfoot
ment. A"""e"’ necessary, the . For example, Bragg sai dur- s difficult because the treatment
I's the Excepti should seek the coun- . jiyg the past three fiscal yéars, -varies tremendously among the
sel of professionals from outside lhe legislature has appropriated {reating physicians.”
i i S oSO 27 T R
at “individual treatment is e top of the agen: outla; unds or the menta. 5 it | tor:
exeeplion rau[l]erllh‘::n ll‘xg ruleI cummnlle{eéhouldlg? tthe aﬁc;‘lt‘a- heaug department,’ but-‘onty Unliceriseg Dactors
ed that the unli-  ditation of Central State and the . §1,987 622 has been spent lans on
?l“mrlmlcmé}ll he?lt(:\ hOlSDg“als in.: $ Now, the blue- rlbhghn ucmtrsm : 1 - nsed,”. the ly
he state, ‘The federal govern- - tee, the former psychiatrists a
become licensed or be reclassi- menthas announcedthatby 1977, ~Central'State an?i AT profes- . “Stme of {hése doctors have a for RiLG rurdt ly\“‘[‘,’:‘g‘l};’g‘(ﬂ:l‘gg
fied as a_physicians’ assistants.  all federal funds witl be tied-to gionals are quiestioning whether * poor ‘command of! the’ English omendous, ‘T)lee truth is
During the time 1 posed as a ditalion. The stale’s men- some of the capital outlay proj- language and, in ‘somé, 5 CaSES, o haven't had good plan-
patient at Central Stale — from  tal hospitals now receive about ects scheduled for Central State.  have attempted to obtain lcen- ning or Tutare ron§ develop-
Dee. 14 until Jan. 13 —= eight of -$15 million in federal funds, and. “should be completed, - sure, Others. haxe made no at- meatm
the 14 fshyslcmns paid by the - the legislature would be hardput ~ Forexample; these groups §ay- temipt to do 50 gslu_!t_ encour- -] Roberson pointed out.that his
hospital did not have licenses to o make up.those funds from the " the community-mental health bill contains no mention of spe-
nl;r;:;“((ncm”:)rrlci?enﬁlsgle)g 5 gg}t)lsa& slate’s revenues, “center and ‘the. chlldren and cific roads or routes. But it does
Vorhusch, has' obtained her li-¥%-

Roberson said . he has not
ludied the consultant’s report
the Twin State Thruway, but

Murfreesboro
are other posslblhhgs
Under the eport s section on.. if the Twin State isn't feasible,” K
psychia c services, the com:
d “evaluation of psy-. mnorthern tier of counties —

A

Map shows route of Twin State Thruway, ruuning nortite

(Tutn to Page‘kaAB) south across Temiessce,

More Money for Schools—And Does If Really He|p

eries of articles ap-

By MARSHA VANDE BERG. L lowerthan the school systems in Dh-k;ontounty (whleh has 2203 © DC"SC and detriment of the stu- heing spent on “non- education

\ 24 othier counties, 3
lmnlcally Dickson County . O the other hand, the re|

I esaid by comparing individy .xl
Finding that 40% to 60% orthe state’s public school chlldrcn (sm) :h.::g:n; 3}'%"5;'& l:};; schoals, it wasy fouind that, the

dent in the room. itemis

The report said \} ad

rators have had a 407

udent load, wher
have had a 14%

uch as transpottation
Tennesean Staff Wutel‘ and maintenance. ’
o decrease O the a27high schools in Ten-

- nesse, as of July, 1973, the report

nse

) hyiag

. Ih‘p lnlm l!nuru

P thenr wos

read below their grade levels, a recent leglstative report -counticslisted, but oulylhelnvn 1“‘“”‘ the student population,
AC th

recommends additional funds to upgmde educatmnal pr
grams — especially reading. g

The 10-member bipartigaw
committee made this recom.

mendation (among several -

olhers) despite their findings
which show a 200% Increase %n
public education spending over
the past decade, but an “abso-
lute'" deeling’ in students’
achlevements {n the basic edu-
cutional skills dmlnv the last
four 3um~ .

“We find that when we com-
pare ACT (American College®
Testing) seores and per pupl
1'x|n~nﬂll|n es between school
wystems, that there s o definite
tiend between the lawer por
ln-pll oxponditure and the hlu\ml
he average A seore,” the
report sadd.

Far Instance, Metra school
wystern has the highest per pupht
exponditure (47653 per child) of
any netianl aystem i the atate,

Tl N ACU averago () (s ’

a highe

the ]ll[.!hel‘ the average

‘The report added.” that -

ally more mone,
Ludent in larger
il

In additio , the 1epmt

shows:
e Over the last four years
there has been a41% incr
the ndimber-of freshmen with
academic deficiencies

public colleges

s,

962, ‘Tengessee public
06.4 million: In
ending $616.8

v every dallar spent

i

== The number of enrolled
youngsters  however remamed
mrly stable. The report ciles
“lwo-major reasans” for the
enroltment levehng i decline in
birth vate and ag nerease w
private school enrpllment
--There has been ananereas
g emphiasis on sperding for
admiistrative and supervisors
purpases, aftén times at the ex

Clwrn to Page 3-B)
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' Action Is Needed af Cenfral Stateﬁospltal—nght Now

{(Continued From 1-B)
1gement from
sdrninistration. .

even more alarming situ-

ition, however, is the lack of

trained psychiatrists on the

“hedical staff. Only seven of the
physxclans have had psychiatric

éxe is certified by
ard of Psychia-

the

-+ the American

i ¥ lry and Neurology. Of this group,

twp are involved solely in ad-
ministrative duties. Non-licen-
sure and non-certification does
not necessanly imply ji lncompe-
tences” o

The commlttee sald it did not
, attempt to review in detail
" psychiatric record of pauents
currently under treatment, but it
said it did mtermpw former and

. secretarial support.”

: nunproiessmnal nursing staff is

more field workers and more

The committee was most criti-
cal of the staff situation in the
nursing service.

“At Central State, 8% of the
nursing complement are regis-
‘tered nurses; 4:4% are licensed
practical nurses and 87. 6% are
classified as technicians,” the
committee said.

“That a nonprol'esslonal orien-
tation to patient care is dominant
cannot be refuted. Two other
factors emerge: coverage for
three shifts, 365 days a year,
cannot be adtguately done with-
the given number of personnel
and adequate supenvrson of

impossible.”

current staff p!
cluding:

. “There are just too many pa-
tients pe‘;&e

, con-

physician, and indi-
‘vidual tféatment becomes an
at were reviewed, progress
notes were very mfrequent and
‘those that did exist were not in all
ccases legible and gave little indi-
-cation of the patient’s diagnosis,
“treatment plan or progress in the
+ hospital.”

The commitfee said that

“while money is obviously of
great importance, it is not the
l;.mly consideration in this prob-
Yiem.

“Ttig difficult to recruit young'
psychiatrists to practice in a
- state hospital with the over-
‘whélming patient-to-physieian
vatio, the time consuming and
frustratlng administrative re-
sponsibllity and the professfonal
isolation which makes practice
most unaftractive.

“It is our conclusion that ac-
Zion must be taken lmmedlateler

+ tohire additional licensed, qual-

éGood Morni,ngfsiﬁde.. :

Afied psychiatrists.”
he committee genérally
commended the medical care
unit of the hospital. It's only
recommendation in that area
was to add family nurse prach-
tioners to provide much of th
day-to-day care under the super-
vmon of a staff Rhysician.
The report said that in psy-
chology services, five of the eight
. psychologists with PhD degrees
. have licenses.
“‘Currently employed unli-
. censed individuals should be re-
quired to pursue licensing vi-
.gorously,” the report said.

Pt
for

In social services, the re
. said there is a *‘serious nee

+ from building to building.

The said the nurs-
ing staff fares well in the special
units, such as alcoho! and chil-
dren and youth, but “in the units
where the bulk of the patients
are, it does not.” -

‘‘The nursing service im-
presses oné with its dedication
and caring. As laudable as these
characteristics are, they cannot
overcome the barriers to this
service being an effectively
functioning,” interdependent,
professional one.

“The ratio of nonprofessional
nursing personnel to profession-

. bulldmgs are more modern and:
more staff is available, the un-
clean conditions did not -

Tummg to mi
committee said:“

.

nance and housek p)n are al-
smost impossible” .in the older
wards of the Farmer and. Hill
‘complexes. = -

“The floors and walls ?re sat-

ing one can apJ)Iy will not elimi:
.nate this condition,” the com-
mittee said. “The wards that

have been completely rennovat-

ed were.comparatively clean;

however, one could not help but

he old furniture and fur’
mshmgsthatwereused Wewere °
informed that money -was not

_“available when the- rennovatmn
- was accomplished, -

“In reviewing the housekeep-
ing staff, we found that only.45

- employes were provided. for-
. cleaning the entire hospital. This

number -can- barely: make -the *
rounds- to clean hallways and
offices: The patients and techni-

cians -are re:gonsnble for the

room and waj housekeepmg
" “In our opinion, the entire

Farmer Complex and the_oldel

section of the Hill Complex
‘should be demolished at the ear-
iest possible date...The house-
keeping staff should be in-
atleast ;00 personnel

forensic seryices divisi

et

will not cure its ills.”

“‘It may be well to ask if
spending more money on Central
State is not a matter of throwing

. good money after bad,” the five -

sald in a joint statement..

‘The five are Dr.
holtz, former._di

Joseph H. Fishbein, for
director-of the Vanderbil
Central State; Dr. Ed

n L.
Green, former assistant dlrectmi

of the Vanderﬁlll uni

Metts,
permtendent for clinical ser-
vices,-and Dr.-Louis Sampson,
former senior staff physician.

The five doctors also urged

‘immediate accreditation on a

unit by unit basis. and suggested
that separate facilities be set up
for-those patients”who: need
nursing home but not psychlamc
care,
"Obviously -a change in ad- .
ministration is mandatory,”
they said. “The legislature ma;
be guilty of not providing enou,
funds to adequately take care of
our émotionally sick people, bu
they are: equally guilty.
mitting such anarehy in g

“istration to. exist.”

. The doctors also urged an engl

“only in terms of an adequate

to political patronage, interfer-
ence and politcal admissions but:
insisted that the hospital remain-
accountable to the legislature.

Reaction at the hospital to the
stories in the Tennessean, the
committee report and the’ rec-
ommendations of the five psy-
chiatrists has been mixed. Some
have reacted negatively, ex-
pressmg the feeling that they -

have been treated unfairly and *
that they are perhaps fearful of *
losing their jO%

Other employes have seen this-
quhc attention as an opportuni-
ty to improve Central State and
the care of the mentally |ll in
Tennessee. :

The significant hope for these

- changes now lies with the legis-

lators.

The officials of Central State,
the Mental Health Department
and the Department of Finance

and Administration have al-
ready made their recommenda-
tions for next year, and obvious-

y, the program now before the
leg|slature is not enoy;

. The lawmakers need to make
their own decisions now — not

budget for 1974-75 but also in
what direction the state’s care
for the mentally ill will take
during the next three years

al nursing personnel must be
substantially changed.” A mini-
mum of 25 additional registered
nursing personnel must be em-""
ployed.” .

‘The committee.said the nurs-
ing, social work and psychology
services should ‘*have represen-"
tation at the Department of
Mental Health level to interpret,
clarify and, if necessary, | lght
for the- pmfessmns rights.”

Money

(Coulmued From 1. B)

said “dseable!” information was -
obtained front 290. r

"Alter 2 series of public hear- -

Committee memberssaid they " ings in Nashville, Memphis;
found indications of patient  Knoxville. and Chattanooga. the -
abuse, “especially where the pa-~ 1 rt stated, “In many school
tient- Wnursmg ratio. is .inade:" systems, (the) need(ormoney is
qh ate.” The committee added . critical.

that it believed the hospital ad- .~ . “However, the tesﬂmony and
ministration pursued what few the evidence show that money
cases there were “aggressive-'. alone is not the answer to all of
ly.” the problems which il public
education, . .(But) if we desire
excellence, then we have to in-
stitute changes and be willing to
foot the bill.

‘“The number-one problem
'facmg our school- children, is
their ability to read. Without this
abxll!y, every child is handi-
capped,” thereport’s conclud
remarks continued,

“But I suggest,” wrote the
committee’s chairman, Rep.
Dick Clark, (D-] Nashvnlle) that
“most of the committee's recom-

re almed toward
¢ child’s basic edu-
. Especially

pecially important
scover that 40% to

The committee report said
cleanliness of patients varied

**Patients in the Farmer Com-
plex, where so many geriatric
pahen!s were evident, gave the
impression of having unclean
habits,” the report said.

““This is easily understdod
where the facilities are crowded
and inadequate, the patient-to-
nursing_personnel unbearable,
and the feeling of hopelessness is
evident, In other areas, where

- dards

certain iQ catego

dial reading program,”

Mrs. Sammie . Steele, .a; nintl
grade counselor:

Junior High Schi
-youngster is Ilopelessly lost
‘whether we have a reading pro-
gram or not."”

TENNESSEE BOOKMAN

By Hugh Walker

fig]
program'w

Morningside Bookshop at
Dayton, Ohio is an active book
selling and publishing firm run
by Robert J. and Mar:
Younger. Maryisa connectmn of
. the Wilson County Donnell fami-
ly, early settlers around Doak’s
Cross Roads and among the
founders of .the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church.

Robert specializes in books on

" the Civil War, both rare books

and his own reprints. This past
week my evenings have been:
devoted to his recent reissue of
Chickamauga: Bloody Battle in
the West; by Glenn Tucker, The
book sclls for $8, and is distribut.
ed in Nashville by Charles and

i Randy Elder,”

Glenn Tucker is expert in his

- field. And the great, bloody Bat-
tle of Chickamauga has always
been a fascinating subject to
Tennesseans and Southerners.
.Some of the elements that caught.

. "and held my attention:

. —The skillful but finally reck-
less maneuvers of Rosecrans'in
themountains as hescatteredhis
army over 60 miles of rouj
terraininthe faceof an enemy he
imagined to be retreating — but
wasin fact gutheringits strength
to attack.

—"The dramatic and successf-
' ul movement of Longstreet's
corps from the Army of Northern
\l('“’""'“ togive Brim,g 's Army of
‘Tennessee numerical superiori.
Ly on the battlefield P

— Rosecrans' [nlalcnorwlmn
he ordered Wood to ““close up on
Reynolds” to make a disastrous
gap in the federal line.

— ‘The final stand of Gen.
(‘.Lnrue'l'hmnnx and his Federals
on Snodgrags Hill, where the
**Rack of Chickamaiyga™ won his
fame.

While it seems to me that in
this bool Glenn Tucker did not
quite regeh the level offuxcite.
ment and mmpumu ql “High Tide
at Gottysbu thot takes noth-

Ingg from lhn oxe n-llenw of his.
book — hoth the writing nnd the
rosearchare of highorder. While
Chlel Iunnnu Wi [nunht Just

wiis In

acrons llm( voryih fine
faet n baltle fought ov Chntlan
aogn, sl lor uj praelboal vy

ponen cun by eotintod

nee alile o Choil wae

colloctorn who May nol have tie
onrhler ocition of Tuvker's ok,

thia aaduome new coprint offo 5

CURT T,

mlna
ic reasons.”‘Of
. nth 'graders at the
school d say one-fourth need a
ading program,’’ she

ed for “eco

Another’ Civil War classic
Morningside expects to bring out
in the near future is-a new print-
ing of Stevenson's “Battle of:
Stone’s River.” The book has
been scarce in this area for
years, and is almost never found
with its two foldout maps in good
condition,

who was killed in the batle.
' Mr. Palmer is right, and
Tueker's account of Pickett’s..
charge bears hini out that chk~
ett- himself never reached-
Federal lines.

A; R, Waud was present at
Gettyshurg and his-sketches of

the battle appeared:in
“Harper’s” at the time; but thxs
one ‘was_not among them,
assumption is that he made thxs
sketch at a later date haps
for another publication.

.'The original error in cutline
“identification was made by As:
sociated Press in New York ele-
ven years ago, although the

3 t:th
ter, we do need more money.”

federal and Mel

rate educational programs with
ry foeus on remedlal

eadil

Robmette added that appr
mately 200 of the'seiidol's:
students now partic

of the programs geared solely to
helping youngster: basic
reading skills. “But il

Two weeks ago this" column -
carried “cutlines” under an il-
lustration of Pickett’s charge at
Gettysburg, drawn by Civil War
artist A. R. Waud. The lines said"
aConfederate officer with his hat
on his sword charging to the
cannon’s mouth;, was Gen.

currently subsidizing. foul sepa- .

‘enroll-..

Bogen, €xe:
Metropolit i N
tio:

all ‘day, Bogen, -

whose- ahge&cy represents; some

Mrs. Steelesaid that the Lmon

werslt%es who are just unable to
“dothe work: hecause f thei

: -stable durin,

legeshave started:their own re-
medial; reading ‘programs. On
the otherhand; "Tennessegstate
Un ersitygetssom al

m

." AtTwoRivers tli‘iubmette said, - the

i
fund remedial readingq in - the
state’s colleges and nmversl-
ties.

“This is a horrible wasté of
money,” the report said. “Not to
mention: the: terrible waste of
human sources for us . ,.to”

mentcuuldhe atleastm% higher,
George Pickett himself. - . sketch was. correctly identified - - 1Q for

in AP files, This eolumn apolo-
- -gizes for allowing the error to

pass — and thanks Rupert

Palmer for his correction.

‘were dropped.”
omas Bush, a counselor at

and Mrs. Thressa Williams, a
counselor ‘at Maplewood High
School, both said more money

W.A! Bass Junior High School; -

tudents inour colleges

- and universities what they

should have been taught at the

elementary school level.”
Thereport pointed out that the

committee’s choice of ACT

id Does It

scores as a point of comparison,

based ‘on the fact” ACTs
ebasicacademic skillsin
h, mathematics, social *
ng-history), and

Umversnty of
and the state umver-

the ACT as

sing ACT
hancial ser-

ices, the port said.
“Also 8 he test measures
munication and
Is, students
into” the work
for <gi ow scores, ‘will
likely. have ifficulty with jobs -
T ng proﬁcrency m these

our years, the commit-
tee fonnd that thi
dropped f

he ‘number’ takin
ut 28,000) remaine

. this period, it can
be assumed that the composition
of the student group .. .remained
fairly constant »

i

L

r, John Folger
. Cites low skills

However over the four year‘
period, the percentage of stu-

dents in the highest scoring ACT - 5

.- category (26- 36) increased by |
1%, But there was a 70% increase.!
|(|} 1‘?9 lowest scoring category "
In the two intermediary scor-
ing categories, the number of
students placed in the second:
highest group (21-25) drogped by:
3%; in the third highesf gmup
r(‘ /& 20), there was a-drop of
‘The report goes on to say that
among state high school seniol
enten%college in 1968-69, 17%
scores of 15 or less.
But by 167172, the number of’
students in the lowest categ
" had increased to 24%.

f the low ranking seniors,
communit;
almost half or 46%; universitie:
undet the Board of Regents ha
28%, while 11% entered the Uni
versrty of Tennessee system.

In comparing school systems,

1:
1
i
i

i

4

colleges attracted. &

the report said that one-fourth of |-

the state’s high school graduates:
are from the four largest city
sc¢hool systems, Nashvil

Knoxville, Memphis and ‘Chat-
tanooga. Since only two out of.
five are college bound, “‘this

means large numbers of .urban. :

youths are entering -the work.
force with-even lower compr
hensive and communicative!

skills.

" “An intensmed effort towat

trmning is but one possible alter-:
native; the college bound stu
dents, as well, appear to need
higher levels of academic skill,>”
the report said.”

In addition to more money fo;
public education and reading i
grades 1 through 8, the comnmit-

-tee recommended

cation program should include

" the requirement of a course in

reading methods and skills;
pupil-teacher ration should be!.
reduced expecially in grades 1-3,

but it should never exceed 25-

students to one teacher at any. .,

gradelevel; and the institutionof ,
standardized testing at all levels
for teacher and administrator -

accountability.

Jwould mean an o to-
‘expand existing grograms.

*At Maplewood, there are ap-
prnxlmately 65 students in the
reniedial reading program- (out
of af)proxxmately 1230),” Mus.
Willlams said.

“But we could place more
children in the $gecial reading
class if we had moré space.
Money just has tg be part of the
answer,” she said. *

AtBass Junior High, Bush said
onlyeighth graders are admitted
to the special reading classes,

! think this isbad, because we
habe ninth_graders who need
remedial réading too,” he sajd.
‘‘More money is the key, With it,
w could provide more types of
programs.”. -

“Reading should be an avail-
able subject to E“Y youngster
whoneeds it or feels he needs ft,”
the Litton Junior High counselor
said. “We’ve been saying John-
niecan't read for the last 16 to 20
years, We must be making some
orrors — !rom the first girade
tevel on up,'" Mrs. Sleele
added.

Another recommendation by
thie teglslative special education
continlitee 1s the Aanohm;‘( of
reading as a subject “'especlally

I|| rades 1 thraugh 8.
©“Prosenlly many school sys-
tems do nol teach lemlIn“ ay n
subjeet, and if taught ot all, it'is
taught only incldental to athe:
courges, gich ag uwlnl studies.
mnlll ot Fngglisds"" the eport

ol “The commitieo belioves
un\plnwln ulnful‘rlm placed on the
tenching of Lad sublects ©

Twin S’rate Thruway

(Continued From 1-B).
normally considered to be indie-
ative of a viable project..."

Specifically, the consultantes-
timated that the road would pro-
duceonly 28% of the Yunds nec-
essary for bond retirement and
maintenance, .

Retiring the honds necessary

* tofinance construction{ then,

would require massive infusions
of other state dollars. Consider-
ing interest and other costs, the
consultants sn{ the- subsidy
would amount to $592,691,000
over thie 40-year bond period. -

‘The annual subsidy would be
between $15 million and $49 mil-
lion,

Kentucky has developed turn-
plkes probably more than any
other state, with 12 of them in
operation. Roberson’s bill Is
modeled on the Kentucky law.

Pigures prepared by the Ten-
nessee-Department of Transpor-
tation show that only-one of the
Kenjucky turnpikes — the one
between Elizabethion and Louls-
ville — pays its own way.

Teial subsidies in Kentucky

vt Wl amount to $I68
snhton, or 34 al that state's
Hahway funa

Gov Winlield Duni'a adminis-
tration has taken no formal post
tion on the turnpike weue  But

“one state dfficial who has studied
the guestion made these points
about turnpikes last week:

~- Using 100% state funds
nieans- that 1o .environmental
impact studies need be made.
While'this may speed construc-
tion, it could produce unknowh
damage to the ecology: The Twin
Sl'lle passes besldef(}en(er Hiil

James Rabersay

Sen”
D b onty way”

- utilities on othy

Reservoir — one of the s(ales
purest lakes:

— A turnpike like the T\vm i

State would speed  lourists .
throtigh Tennessee in less than -
two liowrs — at a time when the

state is trying to attract tourists ©

for overnight stays.

— Setting up a new bond pro-
Lcedure could damage the state's
credit rating in the bond market..

-All other typesgf bonds must be

approved by the General Asse- -
mbly and sold by the funding .
board. -

— Turnpikes cost ‘Tennessee

taxpayers twice — through road -
usle taxes and then through thc
toll

— The legislation as written
would have the state pay the cost -
of relocating nlllilies along the
right-of-way, a.cost | mu ne by the

point

roi
ut the mos: lo!llur\
was a

mide bi’ lh\' stateofficia
political

"Knowluy he legisldture," he «
sald. "'when they start log rolling
to gt turnpikes in their Gwn ;
distrlets, there'll be no ewd to It,
whether the rowds: can pay lor
{hemselves ar not.”
¥ Roberson disagrees

““Ile only way we can ever got -
adequate tonds In rural arens

_mavbe turnpikes,” he says, "1t'e

as smple as fhat

i
% .

.




