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The new pl"incipnl"at'st. Francis
High School stands in the lobby at
the foot of the stairs before school

~I—afterschool-and:-between:classes;

Steve Okoniewski takes this post
daily, usually wiih an '
expressionless face. Occasionally

- he letsloosea smile and says.
e manlgs

‘He stands with his hands inhis
- | pockets, towering over most of his
Smostadents-Dkonie ‘aki TIRD A

Students are hungry for .

- information about him, gathering
- what snippets they can, mostly
from teachers.

The kids pick up-a little bit of
information from first-hour Engllsh
teacher Elaine McDermott.

 “You'll have to spend time with' |
Mr. Okonlewskl now if you're

. Another in a series of articles

about high school life in 1986.
‘ Reporter Vivian S. Toy spent ‘
three weeks posing as a senlor at

. St. Francis High School..

 their seats and not in their
_ classrooms.”

Just as she announces this, the’
—principal enters the classroom and P

f‘%askntrmtwo students:

They troop into the hall.

e el mammazdmmgmr

& =
“I'm busted." he cackles..

He and his cohort will have to ,
pick up garbageé for an hour after”
school tomorrow, because they
skipped second period.

“I'told him; ‘Okey-dokey!' “he-
_says.

The second boy walks in curslng.

tardy,” she says. “And I think he's  — "What a —— weirdo!"!
_going to-be-especially strict about - One senior girl warns her friends

kids who are late for first hour.”
‘Some students are surpriged that

the principal would take an interest

in such matters. Others roli their
€eyes. L !
' McDermott is a stickler about
students being on time for class.
“If you're not in your seat when
the bell rings, you get a tardy,” she
says. 1. don’t care if you're in the
classroom. If you're not where you
.should be, I'll mark you down as

“In Family Living class, teacher -
Nancy Bahling asks her class: -
~“You'reawareof Mr. ~ °
Okoniewski's policy, aren’t you?
He's watching for any kids out of

not to be late to school. She learned
the hard way, she says. Shehasto
spend an hour with the prln’clpal
because she missed first hour, -
“My mom even called ln for me."
she exclaims. :
2 Her friends express dlsmay and
glare in the direction of the
principal. :
- “I'd complain,”’ one girl advises.
Okoniewski intends to be more
involved in many of the day-to-day
_workings of the school than his

. predecessor was. And many of thé

-teachers welcome the new.
approach.

Plaase see Prlnelp@l. Page 2B
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enic 1drugs and cocalne J

huckle to each’ other after announc-

;penetrates the cloud of ciggret smoke
at has formed around the students. -

Then the first-hour warning bell .'

rings and the group slowly disperses
Itis 7:45 a.m. o
.For most students, it appears that

drugs play little, if any, role in school

life. But for afew, drugs appear to be

ing_their topics, obvlously pleased Ste

- "'“.t JE prlmarllyf

with themselves.

The teacher stresses that ‘they

-must glve a balanced aceount of thelr
subjects.

q '
in the right place at the rlght time to
catch one of the few. students who

~ use 'and sell drugs.

“Don't just give the glorlﬂed as-

pects, but also some of the negative

side effects and aspects.”
‘They both nod and laugh

During the first week of school"
school administrators confiscate mag-
ijuana from the locker of a senior. He -

. is known as the ma)or drug dealer in

The bell rings to'end the day. One .

the school.
" Counselors and school officials

'In'a rare incident during a school “of the-boys-marches out of the build-. ““think that the boy is dependent on

day, a boy lights a marijuana pipe

~_his locker between classes He looks ~ gets out the door.

amund*carel’ully

—¢fag=Seconds- Jgeer'ﬁoam%@

“drugs They are meking every effort
~ to get-him _to seek the professionsl—
The few students who sell d!;’ﬂsls help he needs to overcome. the de-

.ing, lighting up a joini as ‘86T oy he—

i 'sms&om}m emu.

- amidst & small cloud of smoke. —

2 _—i‘\ L:v ,Hl b5

tudents passlng by laugh and look

mixed‘ wlth shocl: an'd/ awe. l-le quiet-
Iy shuts his locker and saunters to his

“watch for him, because-the kidewha=—
- are into that — people know who

Two boys chat at thelr lockel‘s
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openly, t60.”

to give to him?” The other respond
;. g e Another student tells about a party

“One-sixty ($160). Or I don't know,

—next class.
A few students lndlrectly boast, in
‘front of teachers, about thelr exper-
—tise- wlegs -

vwhatmrhe -asks for—I-don't wanna_ where the dealer spent the entire

make too much off of him, you time selling drugs from the upstairs —

know?” of the host's house. .
The#lrs&boypmsumably—lsaskln __“People kept going up to see him

For a Family Living course, stu-

dents are told to select report topics

Principal, from Metro Page

' the second how much of & cut he will

To“ﬁght newnng;pal mtngues studemnts,

-the previous week’s pep assembly

Milton Bretzel expresses his over- -

whelming approval for the prinei-
_pal’s policy on profanity in school.

- “Mr. Okoniewskl will not tolerate
any profanity, and 1 won't tolerate it
in my classroom,” Bretze] says. “If 1
hear anything 1 shouldn’t anywhere
in this school, 1 will pull you aside
and the prlnelpal will back me on
this.”

The principal makes his position
gm-protanity clser -2t w-genlor wless

the end of the meetlnﬁ he refers to

‘assemblies.”

conrteons when Okontewslki e near,

and it wasn’t even hnsm

give one of the school’s major deal- it real openly.”
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friends that a school employe told
her what street Okoniewski Iives on,
that he's married and has a Uaby
daughter.

~ Her friends are lnmgued 'l‘hey &:y

© “That was very nice, but if I hear a
certain cheer that begins with ‘bull’
again, there won’t be any more pep

Everyone moans. when they hear
this ultimatum. Some students
scream the stricken word in defiance
as they leave the meeting.

One girl asks, “Is he a dictator or
what?"’

For the most part, the students are

They are eager for any tidbit of go&=
sip on this stranger who has become
4 big part of their daily lives. -

Mext: Life oufside the classroom




