——The Forgotten People— ‘ s

I Saw Human Shame

ing authorities as
shi ck ng, deplorable. The tzaqed y substantiates an on-
t swrvey by this paper. Ag long ago. us last
Anrilljthe World-Telegram assigned staff writer Dale |

riglht to work as a migrant laboter to determine if |
potegtive laws are safeguarding| the interests of
Amenlica’s “forgotten men.” His arZacle*; revealing the !
ablisds heaped on the overworked, underpaid; exploited
‘amt farm worker begin today.

' | By DALE WRIGHT,

i Warld-Telegram Stai} Writer,
I THespite cettain limited impx‘qvements ~ on paper ;
1e laws protecting the migpait farm wm‘ku‘ he:
cor Wues to be America's forgoq‘tel man - forced ito

L

work||long; lOI'tLllCd hours at su -Qlandaxld wages,
cheated and e‘(ploxtcd at every turn and cqmpe]led 10

live i filth anj squalor and danger.

e

\know this because for six momhs, oh and off
from|April to Qctober, I' worked asfa mlgxant laborer |
along|the Atlantnc Seaboaxd from Florida to New York.
I sawyit with my eyes, I felt it in my blistered thands, I
smelled it with my nose and I repelled at it in my f
Consc fs nee. :

I ]aboxed with, sleptz w1th te ith-and more than’
once suffered wnh, thé memhe this Vast army of
men gnd women and children- moct df then’\ Negroes
like myself—who stoop and Iift and igrub from nature’s
eal th a great part of the nation's food crop. |

Things Reportzext F 01{11(1. aE |

These are some of the thmgs I found:

any migrant wor kers are forced to! work as
mdny as 14 hours a day at a backibreaking task, the
re\ a ds of which are, in most c?se% a string of broken

hey are gros‘;ly underpaic and many ‘times,’ not
t all by conniving labor; comlaclors \vho have
them at their mercy. ‘ !

They are cheated and explf,nte all along the line

. Staff wr lter Dale Wright Ilould( ibasket of tom:

'bE g a i baske Q-

lb)l’)p xtettam ’t" ;heloles Oé grov Cl}‘s sdrl“pger , backers, foes which he has Jjnst picked near lll;,htq(own, N. ., in

(?h Drlx‘ contractors, crew 055911 ndlords and mel' his. six-month survey of Ille squalid l{fe of:al mlgmnt'lmm
3. worker,

3

a searifg sun for less than L]lxe mev i

UPhbto by De \ \1arslc04 .
'ngL—or promised

"housands of them hvc in shabe, unkenl\pt hovels
an ;Js acks, usyally hidden behind a clump of trees out
of puplic view, without samtdzy\or‘ limbing| facilities. : . Tt

| And, despite laws enacted to [E'olect t ‘em their | e alforded tattle
chl,]d en, starting at age 6, are worked long hours untlen N " Continued an Page 17,

pay
Under condltiom inferior tol



Staft writer Dale Wright.at his vtyp?wrltefrl
mbling .the revealing stary ‘of his experience
‘migrafory workef, ' .- i
‘ A . ,’(,Con‘ll'tiu'ed‘jroin’}"ag’e;One.) N
‘and freight, migrant labiorers are transport
work ‘jarea. to ’anothef in: ‘dilapidated,’ -
_"vehicles. " SR B WS p
* Anf af theend of the line; when all the crop
‘worked out; hundieds of the mji r}“[(ers ‘i
" on relief at public expense in ithe- [
-« states, . L R e
- The ‘man who sits next'to meésin this news
-office; Allan Kelléft, has done much:to imptove t
of the migrant laborer. Mainly: thrdugh'his effo
- the. .campaigns by this newspaper g & . peri
“years, a New.York State n_legis'lativ%_ committee
i named to look .into the migrant; la| or. proble

! recomiend changes ifi‘the law

i
+

Belatedly, teeth were put into regulat
- vide better treatment for the migrant. Th :
partment ‘of. Health was.empoweréd to license
camps and require-that minimum sanitary dnd h
-standatds be maintained. Other states took steps:
jon:paper, to help and protect the forgotten ma
" America, - ! : ’ AT
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|

'H;wen’t ]ielbed Mugﬁ. § i

' . v Co b
The changes in the laws bayen't(helped, much.

“miserable migrants, virtudlly iwithout hope fc
brighter tomorrow, are- still ‘hidden; behind ¢
clumps of trees.. = T

* At this moment, the migrant labor problem
ing investigated anew by a subcommittee of the
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The ﬁotam plcker in the
im could gather 70 to 80 such 100-pound bags in &

golng wholly ito profiteers operating
eir labor camp. s | i
5 Fla, the heart of t
bupked for two days.in 41 near-coll
infested shanty for:which T wag compelled
. Next door in an evenimore
married- couple whose: 2-month-0ld baby had
orn ther, They paid $10 aweek. . .

|"" Walling Infant, [
[The infant walled endlessly from dawn to dark-
1b, a cardboard cabl
to bugsicrawled in and out

et | ‘

.the Lmove. ;
ingmen; to have his ¢

found ‘the. {tinerd
etched deal, And being inarticulate
he is|ledst| able ' among

T -
foreground Is staff write

he &

tate’s potato
apsed, insect-
to pay $1.50

dilapidatéd hovel

bage carton,
of it§ mouth

and nostrils. A ragged burlap potato sack served as
. baby)ivl a’nk] | 4 f
ut Florida has no co

dner ori‘_squalogl. Near
L5t «J., less than 20 miles from Trenton, the
e, cdpital; T found seven mien and wbmen
pick,e‘z‘ls—mon of them related
foot! squdre ' tarpaper shack
iged. $10 a.week for rent.
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Dale Wright, too.! The, experlenced pickers-
2 to 14-hour day—hand get 5 to 8 cents a bag.
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OW: The survey begins.
‘Dale Wright's exp#rle}lFes in the
. |
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Labor and Education Committee with a View -toy

-drafting pew reriedial.Jegislation, i h
It's anpther step in the long “investigation” o

“stoop” laborer, who has been studled, surv
microscoped and diagnosed over the yea‘,rs as, per
the sickest segment of the nation’s economy,

But I saw little improvement in the fonditio
the patient. The working and housing'¢onditions
bad enough buf it was the way he’s chehitéd that
raged me. i S W b

- He's overcharged foy. hig squalid s "a , his {
hig clothing, his bottle ‘wine at the enfi of a
Fweek of work. And he’s: gouged én just about e

other item he purchases, i P
‘ Meager Breakfast, - |
. I found workers in centra] New Jerlsey who
"charged 75 cents for a breakfast of ‘one |chicken v

yed, .
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a spoonful of watery rice anq a'slice of bread. An

slice cost them 10 cents moré., ) "
In the Long Island potato belt, where| th

- milgeant workers perished i flames Sunday, [I £

large crew of men and womeh being chargéd by

cdntractor with $1 weekly des to a union which|d.

exlat, ‘They also,were being charged’andthe $1“4

soelal 'security, far out of prrbpprtion to thie paltry
. b o ;

4] gg,hadjvreceived. N RS o
In many cases, 1 discovered; workers forped t
oelal seeurity hiad ro S8 humbers, 4t all,
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