The arrest. of five women at three city
massage parlors last-week may confirm
what many people assume happens in
such businesses.

Theé News-Sentinel has exammed
wirat ‘happens in massage parlors and

“asked police about problems they face
- enforcing:prostitution laws.

Undercover Fori Wayne police offi-
cers arrestéd; the women on misde-
meanor prostifiition charges. The ar-

rests-were the first-involving massage -

parlors in a year.

While many people think of massage-
parlors as fronts for prostitution, the
people who run them say they don’t de-
serve the sex-for-sale stereotype.

A News-Sentinel reporter visited four

of Fort Wayne's seven licensed massage

of cnt.y ﬂlld state law, are li-

that in each case, the image fit.

One of thosé visited was amorg the
three where-arrests were made.

At each place the reporter visited,
mlassaglsts offered sex acts or nude dis-
plays.

The New-Sentinel also found that
there are two kinds of massage for sale
in Fort Wayne.

Massage therapists who consider
themselves legitimate complain about
their profession being stigmatized by
shady images of selling sexual favors.

Ironically, they often operate under-
ground and unlicensed to avoid Being
typecast as prostitutes. The four parlors

visited by The News-Sentinel, where sex .

acts were offered in apparent violation

| Reporter‘s visits detailed. Page 7A- -censed by thecity.

'parlors during early October and found

Legitimate massage themplsts want
the city ordinance, which requires mas-
sagists to register with the vice squad,
changed.

But police and City Council officials

say it is difficult to separate legitimate
therapists from their parlor @n-
terparts.
_ They say adding exceptions to the city
massage parlor ordinance will weaken
the city's ability to control massage par-
lorls and make arrests even more diffi-
cult.

Fort Wayne police face problems in
making arrests because of restrictions
on how far they can go with parlor mas-
sagists to uncover violations.

The News-Sentinel found that a cus-
tomer must to some extent go along with
an offer to know what really goes on.




Pariors

City policy hinders law enforcement

By ELI:/Q%BUGHER
OfThe inel

biting activities that

Allen County Prosecutor

Stephen Sims calls “mor-

ally vnpalatable™ has

liampered enforcement efforts
against city massage pnrlors

But while the activities — un-
dressing or.engaging in sex acts —
may be legal, they remain off lim-
to vice sqund._jl"cem pursuing
prostitution arrests.

‘The policygestablished by Sims
and For(,wayna Police Chief Da-
vid Rlaq\__& has meant there have
been f Tests at city massage
cent yéars.

ware,_clathed”

wet

Laat week undercover police of-
ficers arrested five women at three
massage parlors on mi
prostitution charges.

At arraignments Nov. 9, inno-
cent” plens were entered for the
women. Their cases are pending.

Sgt. Dave Coleman, head of the
police department's, vice squad,
said that officers we lucky to get
the arrests because they were go-
licited for sex atta even thpugh
they remained dressed.

Riemen said that the faét that
the-women solicited officers who
might mean. they

N amployees who haven't
cnught ontor it-may be an indica-

tion that humness is poor

The arrests may confirm the

about what

“really” happens in a massage

parlor, but Coleman said that un-

officers have proof of a spe-

ic act, “1 can't really say where’
lt'n going on.”

A Newa-Sentinel reporter found
that masseuses in four Fort
Wayne massage parlors were re-
fuctant to talk about or offer a sex
act unless he was undressed and
— to some extent — went along
with the offer.

“That's the lmngup ‘To do any-
thjng,-you' Ve “got.to get naked,”
Fone vice officer.

we can do as law enforcement offi-
cers — that's the problem,” Cole-
man said. “Most of the eatablish-
« ments knnw that we can’t really do
anything.”
© And the department is strict
about not allowing officérs to he
nude or engage in sex acts in the
line of duty.

there is-the p[oblum of how it

sage parlors for violations of city
R ordmuncea and state statutes. -

“We're limited in terms of what Riemen eaid the i

| com-

massage parlors.

-Besides the moral question,
jury trying a pros- _ gationa.

f and -Riemen said po-
“tp investigate mas-

reasons,

Almut the_ visits —

————

: B)'TONY HORWITZ
and ELLEN BUGHER - .
OF The Newa-Sentine!
* s part of The News-Sentinel's invéstiga-
tion of the massage business, reporter
Tony Horwitz visited four loeal massage
parlors.
Horwitz was sent to find out what services, be-
yond those advertised, these establishments of-
I'ered customers.

- Horwitz agréed to undress at all places visited
and consented tu nude dlsplays hy masseuses, At
When such acts
H rwntz extricated

Al visits were made in the afternoon and pmd
ided by The News-Sentinel.
News-Sentinel reporter Ellen Bugher con-
<+ tacted by telephone three of the four massage par-
lors visited before Horwitz's visits. She asked the
owners or managers if sexual services were offered.
She contacted all four establishments by tele- - .
phone after Horwitz's visits for their reactions to
what he encouptered.
Here is what they found:"

Oriental Health Spa

Address: 821 Coliseum Blvd, W.

Before the visit: A woman who identified
herself as Sun Pak, the manager, said: *Everybody
comes here for a massage. We not have any sex
here or prostitution. We just give good massages.”

The visit: A woman dressed in a one-piece

bathing suit asked Horwitz if he wanted a massage.

He said he did and paicd $30 for 30 minutes. -

Horwitz said he was led into a hallway with
about five curtained rooms on one side, and a
sauna, shower and whirlpoo! on the other.

‘The woman, who called herself Kim, directed
Horwitz to one of the dimly llt nassage rooms and
told him to undress.

Kim returned with a te\vel led Horwitz to one
of the showers, and soaped and rinsed him for’
about five minutes. During this process, Horwitz
said Kim touctied him lightly on the face and told
him he was cute. Horwitz said she paid particular
attention to his genitals. -

After the shower the woman led Horwitz back
to the stall where he had undressed and told him to
lie naked on the massage table. She rubbed his
back for about five minutes with lotion and then
asked him to roll over. After about five minutes of
rubbmg his chest and legs, the woman touched his
groin and asked, “You want me to rub here?”

Horwitz said he shrugged saying nothing, and
she began massaging his groin. After about 10 see-
onds she leaned ovér and whispered in his ear,

*You give me a tip, ye!

Horwitz said he told her he had no more money
and that he wanted her tostop. She refused, saying
she would “do it for free.” He asked her again to
stop, but she was insistent, and Horwitz said he
had tostruggle to get free ufher

“OK, then, your rub is over,” she said. Horwitz
complamed thm. he’d only been there for 15 min-
utes. She rubbed his back again briefly and again
offered to massage his genitals. He refused again,
and she handed him a towel and left the room.

After the visit: Owner Puk Sun Yang de-
scribed her establishment as “the cleanest, best
place in town.” When told what our reporter expe-
rienced, she said she was surprised and would fire
the employee if what was reported is true. “We've
never had any of those kmd of problems. That was
the first 've heard of it.”

She said employees are not supposed to ask
customers for tips, although it’s OK for customers
to offer a tip at the end of a massage.

Lady Scandia
Address: 3129 S. Calhoun St.
Before the visit: “We ]uat give Swedish mas-

sage. There is nosex or anything. . .. 'm notinit -

for sex. If I wasin for that, I'd pxohably be retired
now,” said Renee West, owner and mangger of

Lady Seandia.

When customers want what she called “extra-
curricular” activities, “we just say, ‘wé don'tdo
hat kind of placa..

The visit: Lady Scandia is housed in a wooden
building that appears to double as & pnvate home.
Inside, on a wall by the entrance, a sign lista a vari-
etyof massages alongside photographsof two
women identified ns Terry and Kathy, Horwitz re-
-ported.

As Horwitz entered, Kathy appearedina
thigh-length bathrobe. und asked if he wanted a
massage. He chosé a'$840 “Oriental massage” which
included a half-hour oi fub and a half-hour “bub-
ble bath massage.”

Kathy led Horwitz into a large room and told
him to undress. She returned a minute later ina
skimpier bathrobe and began rubbing his back and
legs with oil. She asked him to roll over but did not
offer to massage his genitala.

After about 20 minutes, she led him into an-
other room with shower equipment. Horwitz re-

- clined on a table that he said felt like a giant
sponge, and Kathy began spraying him with water
and rubbing his back with soap. After about 10
minutes, she said, “Could 1 interest you in a nude
massage?” Horwitz asked for an explanation.

“Ten dollars for a topless or $20 for all the way.

. Youean touch me as long ag you don't get nasty,”
shaaddel.

orwitz told her he-only had $5. She said she

real slow day.” Horwitz agreed, and she renoved
her bathrobe and put a towel around her waist.
Horwitz didn’t touch her, and she didn‘f. say any-
thing about it. =

After rubbing his chest and legs for  few min-
utes with soap, she asked, “Soap irritate you?"
Horwitz said it didn’t, and the woman immedi-
ately began massaging his genitals. He asked her to
stop, saying he'd be embarrassed if she continued.

She didn’t persist, and the shower rubended a
few minutes later.

‘The woman tack off her towel in front of Hor-
witz before putting on her bathrobe. A few miinutes
later, as he was dressing in another room, she took
off her bathrobe and stoed nude for a minute
within his field of vision before putting on her
clothes. At no point did she offer further sexual
acts.

After the visit: Owner Renee West said that
if sexual services are offered, it is without her con-

__sent or knowledge. She said she cannot regulate
hat'goes on behind the closed doors of massage
rooms. .

Ultimate One Inc.

Address: 3615 N. Clinton St.

Before the visit: Dave Pettit, manager of Ul-
timate One, said, “I've got the only place in town
that meets all the requirements” of the city ordi-
‘nance that pmhibim, among other things, touching
of genitals in massage parlors. He invited are-
porter to come to the parlor for an interview.

The visit; Horwitz visited Ultimate One twice
and in both instances, was offered “extras,” in-
cluding intercourse.

n his first visit, Horwitz was greeted in the
lobby by three young women eating pizza. An older
woman explained the variety of massages available
— ranging from a $25 lotion rub to a $50 Japatiese
or Oriental massage - and said he had his choice
of the three women.

Horwitz paid $30 for a hot tub massage, includ-

" ing alotion massage and a visit to the hot tub with
one of the girls.

A tall blond-haired woman identified as Van-
essa told Horwitz to undress and meet her in the
hot tub. When Vanessa reappeared, she had

" changed into a bikini and asked Horwitz to “scoot
over” in the tub. Horwitz said she sat very close to
‘him, with their legs touching, and talked about the
massage business. She complained about the li-
censing procedure, but said “it protects both of us.
You know the place is a legitimate parlor and that

- you'renot going to'get laid or catch any disease.”

‘They got out of the tub, and she began drying
Horwitz and explaining the “tip” system. She ex-
plained that “the boss” keeps most of the massage
price, but that she could collect hps for “extras —
you know, topless and bottomless.”

Before going to the massage room, she ex- *
pressed concern about his age and said she -
couldn’t massage him if he didn’t have identi 3

She collected the money hefore tﬂking off her shirt.,

“Why don't we begin with a hug?” she sajd, em-
bracing Horwitz before he could answer. Later, as
the massage began, she pressed her breasta against
his back several times.

Five minutes into what Horwitz described az “a
very amateurish rub,” Ann said, **In case you were
wondering, a hand jobis included free with the
massage if you want it."” Horwitz asked if anything
else could be included, and she said yes and
pmnted at her mouth, saying “I can do that for $15
extra.”

A fewminutes later; she asked if she had per-
mission to “rub here,” indicating his genitals. Hor-

- witz declined. She didn’t object but indicated that
the massage was over. Horwilz asked her to rub his
back for a few more minutes, and they began talk-
ing about the massage business. She said “the
boss" keeps $20 of the $25 for the massage, and
half of the money collected on the mare expensive
ones. She said the two $50,massages include “the
special ending,” pointingtoher mouth and laugh-

ing
"Horwitz asked if “the special ending” ever in-
cluded “going all the way.”
“Idon’t usually tell first-time customers, be-

— ¢ause youcoutd beacop;*she said. “Bul. yes, we

cando that, too, if the price is right.” Horwitz
asked her whether the “peaple up front” knew
about that and she said, “of course. They're the
ones whotellustodo

After the vigit: Pettit was told what Horwitz
ericountered during his two visits to Ultimate One.
““Nothing surprises me,” he said. People make of-
fersall the time.” Pettit said that unless it were
proved, he wouldn't believe what the reporter de-
seribed. Ifit were proved, it would tell “me I've got
somebody working for me that I don’t want. .. I'm
not here for Lhuse purposes {to: sell sexual services
to customers).”

The Honeysuckle Health Club

Address: 3402 Wayne Trace

‘The Honeysucklewas not contacted before the
visit about what kind of services were available, A
reporter did telephone to inquire about a masseuse
job the club advertised in The News-Sentinel and
Journal-Gazette.

‘The reporter asked a woinan who answered the
telephone: “Do you have to fool around with the
customer or anything like that?” The woman an-
swered, “It's up to you,” The reporter asked, “If
you do, do you get tipa?” The wnman responded,

The visit: Horwitz entered what he said
locked like the living room of a private home. A
man sat at one end watching television and told

-Horwitz to take a seat until “the girls” returned. <

‘Two women clad in tight jeans entered the
room, and one asked Horwitz if he wanted a mas-

" sage, Horwitz asked for an explanation of the rubs
listed on a sign on the wall. Listed services ranged
from a $25 “Swedish” massage to a $40 “English”
massage. Horwitz chose the least expensive one, a
straight lotion rub, and was told he could pick the
woman he preferred. He selected a woman who
called Herself Amber and was led to a small, closed
ro

L)

Amber collected the fee and told Horwitz she’d
be back in a few minutes. She did not tell him to.
fake off his clothes, but gestured at a peg on the
wall and the massage table that occupied three-
quarters of the amall room. She asked whether he
wanted toshower, and Horwitz declined.

Horwitz undressed and sat on the table until
Amber returned with some lotion, She asked him
to lie on his stomach and began rubbing his back,
buttocks and legs while they talked about Fort
. Wayne and the massage business.

After about 10 minutes, Amber asked Horwitz
to roll over and began rubbing his chest and legs.
‘Then she asked him, “Do you want me to massage ..
anywhere else?”

- “Horwitz asked what she mesnt but she didn’t
answer, just laughed. Horwitz ‘asked if it would
cost anythmg extra, and she said no.

K, then,” Horwitz said. N

She began agenital massage, and after about 10

seconds Horwntz asked her toatop. She did with-

tion. She apologized, explaining that one of the
other women had been fined $300 for massaging an
underage customer. Horwitz, who did not have
identificationon him, collected his money and left,
saying he would return later with his driver's li-
cense.
On his second visit the same day, Horw:tz paid
. $25 for a lotion massage from a woman

out the massage was over
a8 800N 88 Horwnz turned down a sexual act. She
asked him if he wanted to shower, thanked him
and left the room. Horwitz was there for a total of
20 minutes. At np point did she mention tips or of-
fer to undress or commit other sexual acta.

After the visit: A woman who identified her-
self as “Jill,” the owner, said she was surpnsed that

as Ann. He was again led to one of the massage

rooms and told to undress. Ann closed the door af-

ter they had entered but did not lock it. Before be- ~
- ginning the massage, Ann explained that Homtzd

could tip her “for topless or totally nude.” She eai
she cay £ 8 agreed,

an empl offered a genital massage.

When asked for her last name and other infor-
mation, Jill said, “I was told by my attorney that I
could use any alias [ wanted as long BSI didn’t de-
fraud or commit a felony.

. Et‘ yo;;.van't to sa’l’k any further sbout this, you

munication with Sims' office is
one reanon there are more prosti-
tution arresfs coming out of the

He said another reason is that
the vice and narcotics squads are
separate and two or three years
ago they were together. He said of-
ficera tended to emphasize drug
cases because that work attracted
more accolades than vice inveati-

Deéapite problems police face in
stopping prostitution, Colenian
bélieves they should continue to
try, for practical, as well as moral,

More on

massage

in Monday's News-Sentinel:
W Many trained massage
therapists operale as if they
were illegal — ihey are unli-
censed and don't advertise.
H Chances are you can gel
more than yust a good talk-
ing-to al several nude mod-
eling and adult conversation
sludios, officers say.
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surprlses
missage
manager

By ELLEN BUGHER

“The News Sertinel

hen you deal with money and peo-
ple. anything is possible, said the
manager of the Ultimate One mas-
sage parlor.

David Pettit, who operates the massage

business at 3615 N. Clinton St., was asked if sex
acts are part of the services his eight to 12
*girls” provide in the five massage rooms.

They're not, he said, but if something like

that happens sometimes, it wouldn't shock hirm.

“Nothing would surprise me,"” said Pettit —
Fort Wayne-native and.an unsuccessful may-

oral candidate in the 1983 local Republican pri-
mary. He puffed on a cigar 4
and leaned back in a chair in
the office that doubles as his
apartment.
fers you enough money, you
either will or you won't,”
aaid.
people. You're dealing with
money. When you deal with
money and people anything
is ‘possible. I'm sure there
have been offers made that
would stagger your imagina-
tios

*1f someone of-

“You're dealing with

" -
Pettit: backs
ardinance
But “as far as I know, it’s (the sale of sex
acts) not happening here,"” he said. “There’s not.

girl wotkmg for me that I hire for sexual pur-
oses.”
Pettit'’s comments came several weeks be-

fore police arrested two women at Ultimate One
on Nov. 8 on misdemeanor charges of prostitu-
tion.

Pettit and olher massage parlor owners or
d that many c

a

tl

ti
8

expect more than a massage.
are going to get laid in a massage parlor,”
said. But, he said, “we’re not here to offer sexual
services. We're here for men and women to relax.

“They think you
Pettit

nd be pampered.”
ne woman who works at Ultimate One —

Pettit did not want the “girls™ identified — said
when customers expect more than a massage,
“you find a nice way to say, ‘We don’t do that
kind of thing here. ™

If he did find that a woman was having sex

with customers, she would have to leave, Pettit
said, because “she would get busted or I would.™

he women wouldn't want to risk herpes or

other sexually transmitted disease, Pettit said.
Also, most of them have husbands or steady
boyfriends who wouldn’t approve of them hav-
ing sex with customers.

Ultimate One offers a basic, half-hour mas-

sage for 525, and other, more expensive, mas-
sages with such names as international and
oriental. The most expensive is $50. Also avail-

. able is a body shampoo in which the customer’s
body is shampooed instead of showered.

Pettit says the difference between the basic

and the more expensive massages is the time
spent with the customer.

As far as reports of offered “extras” for more

money, Pettit said, “It’s like when you go in to
to eat dinner. If the waitress does a good jab,
they'll get a tip. [fshe doesn’t, she won't.”

pened Feb. 12, 1981, Ultimate One was

once called the Executive Health Club.

Pettit said he owned the Executive Health

Club until two years ago but only manages Ulti-
mate One. He prefers not to reveal the names of

he owners.
Pettit said 150 to 200 customers come to Ul-

timate One each week. Ninety-five percent are
men, he said

Pettit sx-nd one reason he consented to anin-

- terview was to voice support for the city ordi-
nance regulating massage parlors.

“You've got some places that say they're

massage parlors and they're a front for prostitu-

ion,” he said. “Some places deserve it {the
tigma) and some don’t. Thst s for the police to *

decide, that’s not for me.”

Summary of ordinance

Activities prohibiled by city ordmance
regulating massage parlors include:

lMassagmg 4 person of the opposite

lTouchmg “a sexual or genital part of
any other person.”

B Exposing one’s own sexual or genital
parts.

W Exposing lhe sexual or genital parts of
another person.

B Canrying on any massage service in a
room “with a door capable of being
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