THE KANAKA LABOTR
TRAFFIC.

RECRUITING SCHOONER.
NATIVES HOMEWARD BOUND.

«
THE YOYAGE TO THE ~OLOMON
ISLANDS,

3
Commissiona! by the proprietors of The
Aryne to secretly investigate the presemt
system of recruiting South Sea islanders for
the Queensland sagar plantations, | basteoed
to Bristane with the object of joining, if pos-
| ible, a labour vessel as one o its crew, 3o that
| 1 might be able to watch the proceedings snd
zive a stritly independent and imipartial
sccount as from hehind the scenes. Although
o travelled by express 1 was » tew days 00
late for the frst tno veasels despatched under
the new Queensland act._The Para bad
sailes) {rom Brisbane, the May from Banda-
berz. The nest would sail soomer or Ister
trom the latter 301 hied to
. Inthe Bamett River two
vensels of the description | sought were lying
atanchor. Painted a light slate coloar, with
a black stresk ranning fore and ait below the

Eoth were owned by
been lopz 1in the lalour traic, which
| Iatteriy had been restricted to the eonveyance
| of islanders whose terms of service had ex-©

Jassed wyseli with the men i
the tosn who were luoking for

OUR REPRESENTATIVE ON A -

the same time they are more for ornament
than for use,and earrings were the leading
pendants. In earrings and tortoise
shell points predominated. Several of the
* boys any tortoiseshell spikes
Lent into their lobes that they seemed to have

ature porcupine stiached to esch ear.
Mole or tweed trousers, shirt, hat. necklace,
and armicts completed their toilet, and the
tout ensembie was decidly pictaresque.

They had, whilst in pors, three meals &
day, and between these important events
they played cards, strummed on jew's-harps.
ot indulged in siestas on the deck-house snd
dreamed dreams. Two of their number were
10ld off to receive their ‘allowances of food
and to do their cooking. For this work those
two would be rewarded with tobacco or other
kinds of trade st the end of their voyage.
The galley was divided into two parts, over
e i Timmie, the cook and. steward 1
for the cabin Sosecaatle presided
with a genius begot in Her Majesty’s navy.
“The other compartment was devoted to the |
Kanakas, and was wholly occapied by two |
large boilers, more than ample for the cook-
ing of the meat and sweet potatoes, which

thestaple itemin the dietof the: boys.”
read in loaves, and as much biscuit as they
could carry away in two hands, were
quently served out to the islanders with tea
ad libitwn to wash this food down. The boys
were not allowed to waste food, but they
have always enoegh, snd plenty to spare for
the gluttons, of which there were a few.
The meals were

less  were
gosto. With the deck for a
‘mpty bags for a cloth, the cooked pota-
toes were apportioned out in beaps by the
native cooks, and o each heap & judk of
gned. Then the boys,

armangement, stepped forward and
helped themaelves. In the main, the division
of the good things was conducted fairly, buta
deit band more

registered mysels at the laboar baeag, vieited
some of the plantations as  swagman, got a
jobor two beanding and 1 Uing sugar bacs and
| cutting firewood, amd eventaally secured an
appointment as supercargo o the Helens,
which proved the fimst of the two vessels 10
sail. Labour schooners do not il
sapercargtes, bat | was willing to go and be
“generally asetul  for & nominal wage and
s good wond from u planter who had le-
triendel me pavel th
Om Frilay, Joly 22,

Captain Doiz snd his

respective capacities, frum the skipper bim-
seli, at & salary et agveeraent,” the
mate and recruiter at £12 a month, down to
myself at one shillinz a wonth, 1o be paid—
well, it was not said whether | would receive
my money quarterly or hali yearly. We
agreed to 20 to any ports or islands in the
Soath or Norh Pacific, within certan
specisied limits. and 10 seive for & term not
10 exceed six months. 1t was expected. how-
ever, that the trip woukl be wccomplished in
alittie over three months, avd it was ssid
that if it cccapied mush more than four
months the captain, and periiaps the ownets,
100, would not be

Erasbane, but be might come by that night's

train, in which case an effort be made

to despatch the Helena on the following das
20 far as the veasel was concerned, all was

much of her rigging had
newed, and the owners had s0 much oun-
fdence in Cantain Doiz that 1
insurance quite unnecessary.
and trade were on board, and there w
retarning islanders in the hold, all fo the

medieal offioer and with the
exception of three sll had Leen foand heakthy
and robust. Of the threeon the sick-liss one
had but an innocent affection of the mowth,
jor which an alum Jotion was prescribed.
Another required A mizture for 8

attack of bronchitis. The thid, 8 youth
named Oleseera, had the wasted jorm, the
shrunken featnres, and that brilisnt lastre
wark the vicums of con-

by

him alive at lis bome on Malayta.

There was a farther delay of & week, dae to
various reasons it is unnecessary to detal.
The crew were kept irasy enough during this
waiting time, but with two nlept
on shore. A watchman and myself were
wid oft to take charze over night. Weind

nearly
dark as the night constantly fitted during
the evening from hashes to shrouds, and
groaped themaeles on the deckhomses. ¢
evening it seemed as if Bellam had heen
alarming

| suddenly let locse. What the

P s
. and

clapping, snd wi

which give to their

captain hiroself, bad not yet amised from

than his share. Then the feeding! Some
people would consider the sight worth paging
for. Knives and forks there were none. 1t
was hand to mouth literally, and everything
was devoured except the potato skins, which
were given W the fishes. The loaves
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‘were eaten as Potuss - bt
broken in halves, the soft Lrcad swallowed,
and the crusts discarded. On ricedays half &
«ozen might be seen sitting round one pot
scooping with their bands ; while others
stood by wait

food or anxiety betrayed by any waiting one
lenst he shoukt be defraaded of his mess.
The Government sgent,in the person of
Mr. Arthur H. Neville Ussher, arrived on
Wednesday Mr. Ussher holds a

agent in connection with the
kanaka trafic. It was Dot necesssty
compel men like Mr. Ussher 0 dress

gentleman. but the slovenly habits ot

aleoves,

a cap having two gold bands and the crown

and anchor badge of the Royal Navy. On
. o

meut that they shall be
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oppartanity
3tt. rule, sad
the Helena's hold was raised
fioor, and that the interval
was 3in. more than is
beight between decks
Helena it 76t 3in. A

i
H
il

i

F

|

13

i
5
i

&
i
il

:

H
I

;
i
i
} I
H ik

i
HT;
I
il
I

11 il
i
it
HH
= h

)
s
i
-'
it

i
(e
H
i
g
LiH

ﬁ

E
)
i
§
3

il
_l!
'l
il

|

s
!

i
i
i

I
L
i
i
¥
:
¢

I
|
f
d §
:
EF

i
:
i
|

..l:
i
i

1y
sf!ﬂ'
¢ ;EI

T
Et:!m

|

i
il
AT

|
il
i

!
j
|
£

by & lowered
there were no female returns, this
ment was utilised for the time being
store.

Tharsday was s busy

men from the

before they were heard by the owners they
would ix turned, twisted, and mutilated
ey n. Confusion would Jollow,
and the gangways became blocked by a rash
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. In spite of the law
jorlidding snyome to sapply or sell these
things to_ islanders, - *'retams” sometimes
obtain them sumreptitiousiy, and stow them
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