Nixon expects vindication

WASHINGTON (AP) — Pres-
ident Nixon is looking to the
American people for vindica-
tion in Watergate, while House
impeachment investigators
mect tonight to decide their
nexl move in the quest for
White House evidence.

A majority of the House
Judiciary Committee evidently
was dissatisfied with the edited
White House transcripts the
President delivered Tuesday in
lieu of tapes of 42 presidential
conversations the commitiee
hiad subpoenaed.

The panel’s Democratic ma-
jority planned to stop short of a
demand for enforcement of the
subpoena in favor of secking bi-
partisan support for a state-
ment declaring Nixon had
failed to comply with it.

It was clear from the Lime
Nixon disclosed his transcript
plan Monday night that the sup-
porl he sought wasg beyond the
Capitol, that his goal was to
persuade the American public
that he had no advance knowl-
edge of the Walergate break-in
or the cover-up and that he was
providing invesligators with the
full story of his role.

But, even as the transcripts
were delivered to the com-
mittee, the President’s lawyers

were making plans to go to
court Thursday lo seek to
guash a subpoena issued at the
regiest of special Walergate
prosceutor Leon Jaworski.

Jaworski is seeking tapes and
documents relating to 64 presi-
dential conversations he says
are needed as evidence for
prosecution and defense in the
forthcoming Walergate cover-
up trial.

In addition, the Judiciary
Committee has requested, by
letter, still other tapes covering
the Walergate covet-up, the
ITT antitrust settlement and
Nixon campaign coniributions
from the dairy industry.

For all the 1,308 blue-bound
pages of presidential tran-
scripts, uncertainties remained
aboul what the President knew,
and when, and what he in-
tended to be done. It was, as
Nixon’s lawyers and the Presi-
dent himself had said, a docu-
ment marked by ambiguities.

The words that were spoken
created # piclure of a President
feeling increasingly embattled
and {rustrated by a scandal,
the disclosure of which he con-
sidered inevitable but which he
hoped to control.

And they showed Nixen con-
sidering many alternatives, in-

cluding the payment of hush
money to the original Water-
gate conspirators.

The transcripls covered con-

versations hetween Sept. 15,
1972, and April 27, 1973
But the critical meetings

were these:

—S8ept. 15, 1972, the day in-
dictments were returned in the
Watergate break-in case. Nixon
mel with White House counsel
John W. Dean I1I, later to be-
come the President’s chiel ac-
cuser hefore the Senate Water-
gate committee.

—March 17, 1873, the day the
President learned that mem-
bers of the White House plumb-
ers unit, set up to trace leaks
of classified informalion, had
engineered the break-in at the
office of Daniel Ellsberg’s psy-
chiatrist.

—March 21, 1973, the day the
President said Dean first told
him about the Watergate cover-
up. Numerous alternatives in-
cluding meeting demands for
hush money were considered by
the President, Dean and White
House aides H.R. laldeman
and John D. Ehrlichman.

—April 14, 1973, the day of a
rambling discussion of Water-
gale Dy the President, Halde-
man and Ehrlichman during

which they talked about the \‘-""“

need to fire Dean and to con-
vince former Atty. Gen. John

N. Milchell to appear before 37

the proseculor and a grand

jury.

So far as is known only Nixon

and Haldeman, among those
quoted in the transcripts, knew
that the conversations were
being tape recorded.

The President offered to let
the two sentor members of the
Judictary Committee, chairman
Peter W. Roding Jr., D-N.J.
and Rep. Edward Hutchinson,
R-Mich., listen to the lapes to
verify that the transcripts con-
tained all relevant Watergate
material.

But the President gave the :

committee no role in saying
which matters were of primary
concern Lo il. However, after
party caucuses Tuesday, com-

mittee members appeared de- ¢
lermined to aveid a partisan ;

split over whal many consid-
ered a futile effort to force the
President o comply with the
subpoena.

In his speech Monday night,

.

the President had said the iran- %

scripls would “‘provide grist for

Continued on Page 2)
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STILL HOMELESS —Seven kittens were found on a county road Tuesday evening being guarded faithfully
by a poodle. (Shown in inset.) A passing motorist, Ms. Arlis Walker, was able to catch the poodle. Il belongs
to Ms. Margaref Laird, 1424 Park, who said the dog had been missing since Monday. No onz could say how
it and the kittens got together. The photographer took the kittens to the Humane Society where he learued it
costs to be humane, since the sociely won't accept the orphans unless a §3 fec is paid. A society spokesman
said the fee helps meet operating expenses which exceed the $650 per month paid by the city. Feecling it
wasn't right to be charged for being humane, the photographer then learned he could be found guilty of

cruelty to animals if he returned the kittens to where he found them. Anyone wanting a kitlen con take his
pick at 2400 Walnui Drive.
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WASHINGTON APy —
Democerats on the House im-
peachment  inguiry say they

will seck bipartisan approval
tonight ¢! a simple statement
that President Nixon's Waler-
gate transcripts do not comply
with the subpoena for tapes.

Rep. Jerome Waldie. D-Calif .,
said after a caucus Tuesday
night the simple statement
should win Hepublican vates—
and possibly lend weight to a
noncompliance impeachment
charge in the future.

Other Democrats sawd that
was the clear consensus al the
catcus on strategy for tonight's
meeting—the  inquiry's  first
night  session—although no
caucug vole was taken,

“We're going Lo discuss com-
pliance or nencompliance,”
sald Rep Edward Mezvinsky,
D-lpwa.

Chairman Peter W. Rodino
Jr.. D-N.J., said he was dis-
appointed that the material the
committee subpoenaed *has not
been forthcoming

By LOUISE COOK
Associated Press Writer

The family grocery hill
dropped slightly during April,
the second straight month of
decline, an Associated Press
marketbasket survey shows.

The pattern was the same as
the one in March: Sales on
meat and eggs offset steadily
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“'Say, what's this May Day
thing? We usced to look on it
as & beautiful spring day
when we had a pienie and
fasleped mibbons (o the top
of poles and danced arnund
and sang and played. We
had nv mass production
(anly in children). We had
no Federal Reserve or Farm
Rehef, Everyhody was just
poor and 1gnorant cnuugh to
be happy,

“Bul now, May Day with
all our modern accom-
phshments, 15 [or the dis-
satisfied He arwes early so
he can denounce longer,
prints an obiluary nolice on
a hanner of evervbody that
has tried to make mm earn
s hiving during the year,
and he just has one of the
hest times of s Iife.

“Ilurrah Tor progress'”

May 2, 1929
i
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“The subpoena speaks for it-
self,”” Rodino said. ““The sub-
poena is for tapes.”

Rep. Wilham L. Hungale, D-
Mao., indicated that the aim is
{o win a stand against the Pres-
ident’s decision not to furn over
tapes themselves without splitt-
ing the committee down party
ftnes. Such a split could come,
for instance, if a move were
made to vole on enforcing the
stibpoena, such as through a
contempl ciiation,

Rep. Robert MeClory of 11
linois, a senior committee Re-
publican who happened by the
Pemocrats’ caucus, agreed:
“We don't want to take any
votes that will divide us.”

Bul House Republican Leader
John J Rhodes said a similar
caucus with committee Re-
publicans produced over-
whelming agreement that ‘‘the
President was substantially in
compliance.”

“The President

is in com-

pliance now and the committee
should get to work with the ma-

rising prices on items like sug-
ar and milk.

The AP checked the price of
15 food and nonfood items in 13
cities on Marceh 1, 1973, and has
rechecked at the beginning of
each succeeding month, using
standard brands and sizes or
their nearest equivalents, Ttems
not available on one of the
check daies were not included
in the markethasket total.

The latest check showed the
marketbasket total declined in
eight cities during April, down
an average of 3 per cent. It
went up in the remaining five
cities, generally about 1 per
cent. The markethasket total
went down in nine cities during
March.

Even with the deereases, gro-
cery hills remained well above
the levels of March 1973. The
marketbasket bill was higher in

Reporter

LARNED, Kan. (AP) — A
newswoman who wrote a series
of articles regarding the Lar-
ned State Hospital has told a
special legislative committee
patients need more activities.

Betty Wells, a reporter for
the Wichita Eagle and Beacon
who stayed at the hospital for
ecight days, was interviewed
Tuesday by the special com-
mtttee on institutions, which be-
gan hearings here Monday,

Sen. Wint Winter, R-Ottawa,
commitlee chairman, scheduled
a meeting of the group for May
21 at Topeka to write a report

terial it has,” Rhodes added
later.

AL least three commitien He-
pubheans disagrecd

Rep Tom Railsback, R-Iii.,
said the President's offer to let
only the inguiry’s two senior
members listen to tapes o veri-
fy the (ranscripls should gel a
counterproposal {rom the com-
mittee that its chief staff aides
also review the tapes.

Republican Reps. William S.
Cohen of Maine and Hamilton
Fish Jr. of New York also said
they considered Nixon's offer
inadequate.

But senior Republican Rep.
Edward Huichinson of Mich-
igan and other committee Re-
publican supporters of the
President said he has met the
terms of the subpoena.

One of them, Rep. Lawrence
Hogan of Maryland, said. "He
{Nixon) gave the commiitee
the opportunity to review the
tapes. I don’t see what else we
could want.”

AL

every one of the cities on May
1, 1974, than it was 14 months
earlier. The averapge increase
was 13 per cenl.

Sugar, which has been rising
since late last year because of
increased world demand and
lower supplies, went up again.
The price jumped in nine cities,
was unchanged in three and
down in one.

The average price of a five-
pound sack of sugar atl the
start of May was $1.23, up & per
cent from the $1.17 price last
month and up 81 per cent from
the 68-cent price on March 1,
1973.

Eggs were down and in seven
cities a dozen medium eggs
cost less than they did en
March 1, 1873. The price de-
clined during April in cvery
city bui Philadelphia, with an
average drop of 18 per centi

T cOl

Rep. Elizabeth Holtzman, D-
N.Y., said she would support
anv commitlee stand that the
Fresident has not  complied
with the subpoena.

“The transeripts make it afl
the more important te hear the
tapes,” she said, noting that
large portions are inarked in-
audible.

Redino said special subeem-
mittee  recommendations  on
procedures for presentation of
evidence slarting as early as
nexti week will be considered by
the commitlee Thursday or Fri-
day.

The major procedural ques-
tion 18 how big a role the Presi-
deni’s lawyer, James D. St
Clair, will be permiited to play
in the impeachment inquiry.

Rodine has recommended St.
Clair he permitted to suggest
witnesses and ask questions but
has left open the question of
whether he should be given full
right to cross-examine wil-

nesses.

Pork chops also declined in
seven cilies, down an average
of 17 per cent.

The Agriculture Department
has predicted that grocery
prices will rise 12 per cent this
yvear, 4 per cent less than last
year's 16 per cent boost. Agri-
culture Secretary Earl L. Butz
has said about two-thirds of the
increase already has occurred.

The cities in the AP survey
were:  Albuquerque, Atlanta,
Bosten, Chicago, Dallas, De-
troit, Los Angeles, Miami, New
York, Philadelphia. Providence,
Salt Lake City and Sealtle.

Items on the checklist were-
Chopped chuck, pork chops, pa-
per towels, [rozen orange Juice,
coffee, butter, eges, peanut but-
ter, detergent, fabric softener,
tomato sauce, cookies, milk,
all-beef frankfurters and granu-
lated sugar.

speaks on LSH

of its findings. They will be
submitted to the 1975 session of
the Kansas legislature,

Miss Wells, who said she was
not an expert in the field of
mental health, also expressed
concern about the hospital’s use
of seclusion—confinement in
locked rooms. The practice is
directed at palients considered
unruly or those who resist the
administration of drugs, she
said.

Also testifying Tuesday was
Margaret Hoagland, a hospital
staffer, who said she was a
paticnt at the hospital about
five years ago. Although she

\

was never placed in seclusion,
she said, she was “very fright-
ened'"' of the prospect of that.
However, after becoming a
staff member she came to feel
the policy of seclusion was nee-
essary for the benefit and pro-
tection of other palients, she
said.

In testimeny Monday, R A
Haines, Topeka, director of the
Division of Mental Health, said
the hospital needs aboul 155
new cmployes to meet federal
standards. He also said, ©'1f we
want rquality programs, we're
gaing to have to do somcthing
about our salares."

Hlevator blast kills four

SIOQUX CITY, Towa {(AP)—It
15 hard to tell where the nitial
explosion ook place, said Sioux
City authoerities after the blast
ripped through a large grain
clevator, killing lowr men.

Police Lt Conlev suid the
nlast vecurred shortly before 2
pm Tuesday al the Bartlett
Grain Co cievator on the city'’s
north side, It apparently was
iriggered by dust as employes
were loading grain in raiiroad
box cars, said authorities

A spokesman for the Sioux
City palice said the {four vie-
lims were killed by flving con-
crete delris, and another per-
son was seriously injured

Dead are two emploves of
Bartlett, George E. Gruneich
and Martin McCormick, both of
Sipux City, and Edward John-

Screening

ston, 58, Sioux City, and Nor-
bert Bertrand, 50, Jefferson,
S.ID.. hoth emploves of 1he
Sioux City Grain Exchange.

Dean Fry, 39, Bronson, who
was in one of the sios at the
titne of the blast, was in fawr
condition Tuesds v vl nadupls
burns at o Sioux Cily hospital.

“The tap of the elevator went
off and all the loading area was
damaged Furthermore, many
of the concrete silos were dam-
aped,” said Sioux City Fire
Chief Robert Arnold.

He said Fry apparently was
behind something wheh ab-
sorbed the explosion

Police Chief Will'um Hansen
said some nf Lh2 viclims were
in the luading srea near the
box cars and the olhers were
up above

program

to check children

A pre-school  scereening
program for children enlering
kindergarten next (all has been
set up by the Special Service
Cooperative of five school
districts.

The program will be held in
Claflin on May 6, at Olis-Bison
May 7, Hoisingiton on May 8 and
9, Ellinwood on May 10. The
Great Bend district sessions
will be held on Maxy 13,14, 15 and
16.

John Teeple, director of the
special services unit, said the
sereening program will assist
kindergarien teachers by
providing information on the
tearrung needs of each child It
witl also help to determine if
children have impairments of
heartng, vision or speech and
will provide a measure of
overall readiness and maturity.

“if a problem shows up,”
Teeple said, “‘the child can be
referred to the proper agencies
or physicians before  school
starts rather than several
months after

The screening program will
also  help professionals,
teachers and therapists set up
schedules for {all

“VWe are trying to avoid
problerns before school starts,”
Teeple said.

The pre-school screening
program 1s strictly volunitary
and there 15 no charge. The
sereening is handled by speech
therapists, learning disability
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CHILDREN'S LETTERS

Di’qr Mo,
I won't Feil DQO/

about the car /¥
You won'f rell him
about the Wingowm

Ok (- Charli e

consultant and psychologists of
the cooperative School nurses
. each school district will
assist,

It iz emphasized that only
children entering school next
fall will be screened.

The Great Bend program ot
May 13 and 14 will be for
students who will enter kin-
dergarien at Riley, Washinglon,
Park and Jeflerson schools. The
location will be the United
Methodist Church, 2123 Feorest
Those with last names starting
with A threugh M will be
screened on the 13th and those
from N through Z on the l4th.
Times both days are {rom 9
a.m. o 3 pm.

The screcning for students
entering Lincoin, Eisenhower,
Morrison and St, Patrick's will
be at the Church of the
Nazarene, 4811 Broadway, with
AtoMonthe I5thand N through
Z on the 16th, from 9 to 3 p.m.

*

Weather

Partly cloudy and warm
through tomorrow. High hoth
days in the 80°s, low tonight in
the 50's. Winds 15 Lo 25 miles per
hour from the southwest today
and tomght,

Local weuther data
Yesterday's high 74, low 50.
A year ago teday — high 54,

low 40.

No preaipitation  yesterday.
Total for the month .00 Total
for the year 893"

Barometer at ¢ a.m. today
was 30.22 and steady.

Humdity at 9a m today was
98 per cent

Kunsas extended outlook Fri-
day through Sonday -~ Chance
of showers east Friday and Sat-
urday, munor cooling  trend
through perind, low lower 40s
to miud 305, mgh mmd 60s to mid
705, luw m the mid 30s to mud
40w, high mostly 6Us to near 70
by end of period,

Small [ires tollowed the blast,
but the major damage came
from the imtial explosion, said
Conley.

“The blast just blew every-
thing aparl,” suid a worker at
Bartett, “IL was caused by
Bt guet mgnt o oLe
miess- -everthing's a mess

Five hours after the blast,
spectators still lined the streels
trving to gel 2 look at the
rubble.

An evewitness smd the ex-
plosion collapsed a hoxcar next
ta the elevator, and flying
chunks of concrele cul gaping
holes in the nearby American
Popcorn Company plant, some
300 feet [rom the blast

Wrede Smith, president of the
American Popeorn Co., said the
devastation at the elevalor was
such that “you have no idea of
the darmage.”

“Tt's very calm now,” said
Smuth three hours after the
hlast “But there are holes in

st
LIP

practically every silo of the
glevator, about 1en feet wide,”

Referring o damage lo his
firm, Smuth said the blast
created suction that “sucked
tr sude of one our buitdings
aut.”

e oo Golhe Sulidin g 4 sted]
sructure with & wood rame

Hansen estimated the pop-
corn company will have he-
tween Sio.006 and 820,000 in
structural damage.

Blakes to host
Chamber coffee

Biake's Menswear, 1223 Main,
will hest the Great Bend
Chamber of Comimerce coffee
this week.

Cwner Gene  Blake will
weleome members and guests
al 9:30 a.m. Thursday with
coffee, rolls and door prizes.
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Proclaims Law Day

This is Law Day USA

. and in Great Bend, too, by

prociamation of Mayor Robert Parrish.

The mavor's proclamation says in part:

.. .toeach new generation of American ciizens comes a
new opporturuty and responsibility to proside his country
with new leadership, fresh wisdom and foresight and as we
move into the third century of our independence as a free
nation, the responsibilitres of leadersiup witl pass in today's

generation of youth, and

. in an effort to assist these young

men and women, who comprise nearly one-half of our
population, n gaimng a better understanding of the law and
legal process and ther jeaderahip responsibihities, the i7th
annua!l nationwide observance of Laa Day U8A will be

directed toward vouth and the law

we can be justly proud

of America’syouth for they are plaving an ever active role in
the continuing growth of our nation.

Sengte OK’s Simon

YASHINGTON (AP —- Williun E. Sumen was confirmed
by the Senale Tuesday as secretary of the treasury. There
was no debate nor dissent oo the pomination of the former
energy chief. He succeeds George P Schuliz, who resigned.

Famed actress dies

ROCHESTER, 3imnn. (AP — Agnes Moerehead, 67, a
character actress for hait a century, died Tuesday

Aliss Mocoehead, who won hive Oscar nominations, is best
remembered by many Amertcans for her role as Endora in
the television series ~Bewaiched 7

Her last stage pertormance was as Aunt Alicta in the

Broadway produetion of g

*, which she leit in December,

Everett definitely out

MANHATTAN, Kan. AP} -- State Rep. DonnJ Everett of
Manhattan said today he will not seck the RKepublican
nomination for governor this year and mdicated he may not
seck toreturn to the state House of Representatives

Ioverett, 45, mujority leader of the House, had indicated
since last fall he was conmdering runmng for the GOP

nonmunalion for governor

However, the entry nto the Repubhican race of Senate
Presudent Robert ' Bennett of Overland Park was regarded
as a hey faclor agawmst Fverely

lverett eited tamily consideraions tor his decision not te
make the race. He also hinted he may not return to the
Legislantre, but said he was delaying a decision until he
confers with House Speaker Duane MeGill,
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