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. CORONER'S VERDICT
counre of rasr |

DR I BERT ¢ AT ARDO Cotoner of said Courty, oni the _ 9th das of March

w18 . Crown rom Cauriy of Lake. State of Irdians, held an

nquest O or navery O 1o nguire anto <ne manner of death of: __Sherry Erry

who was found 3t_5434 toncan Avende

-

Indicna

Harmord

VERDICT An inquest 1into the death of Skerry Emry, 5434 liohman Avenue, Hameond,
Indiana revealed that she was certified dead at 8:05 p.m. by Lake County Deput)
Coroner David Ruzich Investigation by Deputy Ruzich revealed that the dec-
eased had under gone an abortion at the Water Tower Reproductive Clinic in
Chicago, I1linois on December 28 1977 The decedent was released to her
residence

tinding of the inquest hersin 1s that the death of Sherry Emry resulted from
~the incomplete abortion performed by unknown parties at the above-mentioned
abortion clinic in Chicago, Illinois. The findings of this inquest have
been forwarded to the *Cook County criminal authorities, for examination of
possible crininal l:ahllxt) on behalf of the abortion clinic.

CAUSE OF DEATH: Accidertal - Inknmple!t abortlon causing spontaneous rup!urc

of the corpual™ pDT[lOn of-the uterus.

Attorney o
Lake County Coroner's Office

Indiana, in the death ofvSherry Emry.

. REPORT by coroner of Lake County,

By Pamela Zekman
and Pamela Warrick

The-Cook County state’s attorney's office

- has reopened its investigation of the aber-

tion-related death of a Hommond woman be-
cause of information provided by The Sun-:
Times and Better Government Assn.

The woman, 26-year-old Sherry Emry,
died Jan. 2 after undergoing an abortion at
the Water Tower Reproductive Center, 840
N. Michigan. First Assistant State’s Atty.
Barry Gross said, “‘Based on information we
received from you about the practices at that
clinic, we are pursuing the [Emry] case.”

In another development, The Sun-Times
learned that James T. Walker, a lawyer ré-
presenting Emrys estate, will go into U.S.
District Court in Hammond Friday to file a
$5 million medical malpractice suit against
Water Tower Reproductive. The suit will
charge that the abortion was performed in a

“grossly negligent and utterly unskillful
manner."

AN INDIANA CORONER blamed an in-
complete abortion at Water Tower Repro-
ductive late last year for Emry’s death. The
clinic is one of four Michigan Av. abortion
mills named in The Sun-Times' serles on
abortion profiteers.

Although the coroner repeatedly asked
State’s Atty. Bernard Carey for help in in-
vestigating Emry’s death, he claimed his re-
quests were ignored.

Gross said, however, that another assls-
tant state’s attorney, Charles Hartman, had®
reviewed the coroner’s complaint and decid-
ed there was no basis for criminal action
against the clinic.

Only after The Sun-Times and the BGA in-
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ortion clinic death

SHERRY EMRY in photo taken -three daylr
. before fatal abortion on Oec. 28, 1977,
She died five doys after the operation.




Reopen abortion clinic death quiz

Continued from Page 1

formed Carey's aides of the Emry case last
week did Carey's office subpena’ Emry's
medical file, as well as other records from -
Water Tower Reproduchve

ASSISTANT STATE'S - ATTY. Thomas
Burnham said lawyers for Water Tower Re-
productive owner Dr. Arnold Bickham have
filed' a motion to quash the subpenas The
" maotion is to be heard Tuesday “in Cnmmal
Court,

Emry, who owned},leather crails shop in -
Hammond, died Jan. 2, 1978—just five days
after undergoing - an abortion at Water
Tower Reproductive.

In March, Lake €ounty (Indiana) Coroner
Albert Willardo Jr. ruled Emry had died of a
-ruptured fallopian tube “resultirig from [an]
incomplete abortion™. at Water Tower -
Reproductive.” .

-EMRY. sumnr.o an ectopic. pregnancy. '

In yhnch :the: embryo is implanted in thé

woman’s: -fallopian; tubes: instead :of. her: :*

womb.-As the elﬁ)l’mxrowg it bursts thes <.
Lu%%) and Tllls the ‘woman's albdommal area-!

with blood.

Because an ectopic pregnancy a]most al-
ways can be detected by a careful physical
examination, Willardo- said, Emry “should
still be- alive today.” He thinks Bickham 'or
other physicians at Water Tower Reproduc-

- tive should have discovered the abnormal

pregnancy.

To find-out why Sherry Emry died, Wil-
lardo, whose investigative authority stops at.
the state line, turned to Illinois lawmen.

On March 21, Willardo wrote to Carey ad-
vising him of Emry’s death. “Several impor-
tant questions need to be answered pertain-
ing to this case,” Willardo told Carey.

THE CORONER SAID he asked Carey to
help him determine what steps Chicago
abortion clinics take to prevent deaths such
as Emry's.

But Willardo’s letter went unanswered.
On March 31, Willardo wrote Carey again,
posing the samie questions. And again, Wil-
lardo ‘'says, he received no response.

©On:April 21, Willardo wrote yar® ano!her :

letter o iCasey reminding him- of ‘the  pre
Vi !;mrs*ahu ‘Wotirgy *TEdaté, Thavé'fot*

received ah answer. ...I would apprecnate'
your response and €O~ operatlon at your earli-
est convenience.”

By July 17, Willardo said, he still had not
heard from Carey’s office. “It will shortly be
four months since we first requested your
investigation of this matter,” Willardo wrote
Carey in July, “and to date, [we] have not
received a reply of any sort.” -

IN THE INTERIM, Willardo had issued his

" own subpeiias for Bickham’s records on the

Emry case. But Bickham ignored those sub-
penas and Willardo had no power to enforce
them out-of-state.

Bickham, named in this newspaper as one

" of the city’s biggest abortion profiteers,

owns three abortion clinics in two states. In.
addition to Water Tower Reprdductive, the
4l-year-old South Side physician owns the
Summit Medical Center, 850 W. 103d, and.
an abortion clinic in Indianapolis. He has op-

-erated all three clinics without state licenses.

In’the ldst wéek; Ths' Suh“l"mes’has idocu-
mentedhéw' Bidkhans ‘offers ‘e cheagest

_abortibns insewn-bit emsMna‘soﬂq)ahgm -
care to do S0
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