ANTHONY I. RUSSO
« . Ellsberg Ifend
dog flew apen aud . .. the
captain was there
reai autharity

He had

kaow wha you wece "

. and that made me mad
as helt beeause what that
meanrt was that this waz pae

Blacks Feel Jailed by Color

Redert Johuson, 46, a jor-
mer soeial worker, is warden
of Graterfora state prison in

‘enngyluania, one of the firse
named (o kead a wmajor
prison. His prisor stoff is §0
per cent white; 80 per ceut
of the inmates are biack

Question; What kind of a
proslem did have com-
ng in a5 a black warden in
rrgc.y White’ carrchnra\'
staff
Jotmsnn, Everybody

seems to think tht‘s a mg
problem, but really I haven't
Seen’ any SIF proLIEM . .-
I'm lnterested in
what's happened to mlwns
because of the inf!
blacky,  young blacks. .|
wany - ways the Am etican
prison systent hasg become g
svstem whicle  imprisons
black peapie, at a time when

Tace consciousness Is very
Mgh in ke country. and
that's very  speelal Maay

Two New Breeds of

theyre “in prison because
they're ‘lack There's a
very convincing argument
that there is a special pen.
ally in the carrectons sys.
-teny for Leing hlack -
Q. Does this make for in
ternal - problems in  the
corrections system?
A. Noquestionaboutit .,
* You're asking the prisons
to resoive ‘a probiemr that
the whole country s faced
with. Prisons can't do it
Prisons are probably the
worst places u the world to
re soclrtize people -
Q. Well, why are you in
corrections? It's a tough job,
A. Sometimes [ ask myself
the satfie question Soctat
consclousness, veally. Wh
so many hlack peonle boing
involved in e erimimnat jus

tie system, really. T
e oo af my maie reaspns -
far staying . .. So many fer-

ple are there breause of o

Are you saying that
"nu s¢e the crux of your job
as intraducing a humane
and loving relationship into
the' lives of men
A. No questmr about i, -
Q. How do you take
neaple wha are in an instit
tion buill of ceramie, can-
crete and steel, and intro-
duce the mes of human tove
and trust
A. By practicing it myselg,
by getting other peaple Iy
the institutlon to pracllce it

Q THow dd you say that to
& man to whom you're alse
saving, You get lnto that
cell and I'm going to lock
the door on you and I'm
ROIE to determine when
You get out’?

A, There are wavs 1o do
that even

Q. How»

-- A- For one thing, By nat

saying

) “Get n there, you
fawe P

Amerlc'nn Prisoner

An Effort at Building Pride

tusha Sali
ber of the bluck
ence g . New Repuh
s was drrested and
fust Auyu
witk @
g Jackson, M
which @ {ucal pelicemai was
kiled. ard another putrol
man end en KHI agent
wounded. While e the state
penitenticry at  Purchman
with two other H'(nm‘v‘ mem-
bers of ENA,
best to win over 1o /AL!‘ soeiul
views white and bl
inmmotes o cells u

o ween

wnd,

aoting

connectivn
wdent in

&

ing distance.
Miss Salim: AL fiest we
Gidel salk G tae men

DYISOAEYS” onthe omnor sie

of the corcidor At (st they
could hear us and knew we
were women  and (h\\ o
Anchory K
research  anal
Corpuration and
Lo indicted  in connecl
with Duniel Elisbery el dis
fribution of tie  Penegon
Bupers. Before that e vas
sprisoned jor s fur
refusal (o tes Lefore
grand jury, Heo deseripuon
belowm = of Los  Angaies
County Juil
Russo: About § ek [

was called lo the booking
room . . . where clerks take
the—veluables you ‘weren't
5 il

quin want me to koep oy
reading glasses noe my funn.
tain pen L LT osald, “Please,
Id L 't keep those b
cause I need them Lo tead.
The glasses 1 have on i

for long distance . “Aad
she reptied, “Well you're not
.goana meed them  hecause

of the room

and talk tough about

weres-tiva Avbite
the st black.
They'd  boast  about theie
S0X conquests. [t was
prefty sad
Then the
ing us what S Z0INg on
on the outside and up North,
i would explain the need for
respect for women. Sonie-
simes this would degenerate
into sex tatk but most of the
time they were sevious and
50 were we. We would ex-
plain why il was important
to have a sirong family, haw
we as black wemen felt
abuut the movement, how
Dauniel Moynthan could tetl
WRItE, America sbmOt tine
weakness of the black fam-
ily,
We

ore.
wen - amt

impry on them

much k“ndm' where you're

gainz Whi of upser
me. [oalws; thought that
one coutd read in Jail .. . 1

sawd, “You've not serious, are
yourt

v guard
and he said, *

walked up,
‘o «ct @ proi-
lem here™ And T looked at
him aud 1 said, “No, I dont
have any problem. Do you?"
<« Ag I was talking with the
lady clerk, the puard walked
up, grabbed me by the arn
and started pushing me m.%
T watked
about &

\»nﬁ(hrjq\ﬂ‘.\:\g
indred feet, when all of &
suiden, four guards turned
on e and ‘hoy bodily

pushed  me  through  tius
daor, and “there [ was in a
maximum securits’
Cancrete, solig no \\m\hm&
Six ataer quys
[Russo said  ho

had not

‘e @ phorc call after he

how every mind and ali the
dedication is needed . to
nake ~world -if-such.

in Prison

nigger gal” but as we pro-

gressed, everyone got mora

way that- we black: peaple
are rg:t going to be annihi:
lated

.We would build pride of
the mea on the other side
by telling how the -Black
men had heen.kings in-Af-
rica, and how many great
civilizations ‘thers were 1n
Africa. We-told them--that
even if they were incarcer.
ated they did not have to be
slaves in their minds . , .
Some of the men had been
there in those. cells—six
months and some 10 years,
but they all listened,

At first, the two white
TIMER WEFR very insulling Ffd
skeptical. They'd laugn and
snicker and ‘say, “Why, y
ain’t nothing but a little olri

wanted to cal! his lawyer.
Ife says he-tried- unsuccess-
fully to get a response from
two guards sitting outside
door.] .

.50 I_hegan to yell_out
through there about how
those guys were violating
my constitutional rights ...
ng madder and
and f beganto _
klek the daor :

.as hard as
I could and these big metal
doors make a lot of noiss ., . .
T did that for about five
minutes and -oli~ of sudden
the—door flew open and a
flying wedge of guards came
through, four-or five and T
was flattened .. they came
through. hit me, pushed me

up’ against the wall said
“Turn  around, put  veur
kands against the wall” T
did - and ono hand was

serked mvny and pushed up
kehind me really tht

By the tme we- 12, all

-the—hlack -men were. giving

the New Africa Oath of Al
legiance, at breakfast and at
bedtime. We were doing our
nation-building- all the time
Ave-were in prison..-And:{e-
changed them a3 persons..:...

At the end -if--we gaid,
“Please -quiet-down, -Sister
Nier! is sl they'd qutet
down and the next day
they’d ask how she was.

When we left every pris-
oner-satd-gondby. The-white-
men sald, “Best wishes.” Tha
black men sang, “Power to
the People,’ and the matrons -

ianked -me-for . felping:
them with-their buaks. I felt
that something - good * had
came from it. N

s0 Recalls J ail Mistreatment

going th be pulled out of its
socket. Amd-then the second
arm was pulled behind me
- « And then someone kicked
my legs out {rom under me,
L felt knees_ all aver.me.
knees on my head, an my
neck. I wasn't struggling .

it would be ridiculods to
struggie . . .
They began—to chzin up

my legs, and" they put'my
wrists In handcuffs .
teally tight - .'so they tied
my hards ¢uffed behind me
and my fegs shackled fo-
gether, Then they. tied my
hands to my aakles, so I was
done up in a little nent bow
tere -lying on my belly ..
After about half an hour
we had the chaing loose so 1
could stand up was
veally so mad then that . ., 1
spubt around and chalned
the door bami—and did that R
a cnuple nf mm




