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On a late winter day in the early years of this century, Alice Solenberger met 
an unemployed male laborer on a Chicago street. Solenberger worked for 
the city's Bureau of Charities, and she recognized the "Irishman" as one of 
the many seasonal workers who had applied there for work during the past 
winter. Although the man had worked steadily from April to October on rail- 
roads and in the harvest, Solenberger recounted, he was "unusually extrava- 
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gant" this particular winter and found himself broke by December. Not the 

type to beg, the Irishman had applied for work at the Bureau of Charities 
and finally found employment in the ice harvest. Surprised to see him back 
in the city only a few weeks later, Solenberger asked why he was not working 
in the ice fields. When the man replied that he did not need to work there, 

Solenberger assumed that he had another job and inquired about that. To 
this question the laborer replied, "No, I mean I've got money. I don't need to 
work any more" (here and two subsequent paragraphs-Solenberger 1911: 

141-45).1 

"Well, you are lucky. Is it a large sum?" inquired Solenberger. "Did 
some relative leave it to you? What are you going to do with it? Tell me all 
about it." To which the laborer replied: "Relative! No, I ain't that lucky. You 
don't understand. I mean that I've got money that I worked for. I got a job 
that last day I was at the charity office and I worked nearly two months. Just 

stopped it here last Saturday. It was good pay and I've got a-plenty of it now. 
That's why I ain't working on the ice. I don't need to." 

This was logic that Solenberger could not understand. She pressed her 

subject about saving for his old age or for sickness. The Irishman offered 
several alternative explanations focusing on his relative youth, his lack of 

family commitments, the fact that summer work would open soon enough, 
and even his dislike of working on the ice. When none of these satisfied 

Solenberger, he offered what she took as "the philosophy of a great many 
seasonal workers." "I'm real sorry to disappoint you, Miss, since you seem 
so set on the idea of me working on the ice, but to tell the truth I really 
wouldn't think it was right to do it. I'd just be taking the work away from 
some poor fellow who needs it, and it wouldn't be right for a man to do that 
when he has plenty of money in his pocket." 

This exchange, offered with exasperation by Solenberger, suggests the 

deeply divergent outlooks on work and personal responsibility held by 
middle-class social investigators and their working-class subjects during the 

Progressive Era. Despite the clear implication in the laborer's statement that 
he was acting out of a sense of responsibility to other workers, Solenberger 
saw it as a mere rationalization that resulted from years of irregular employ- 
ment. "They really do not believe in [working continuously]," Solenberger 
wrote, "nor will many of them admit any necessity for saving more than 

enough to carry them from one season to the next." For Solenberger, like so 

many other middle-class observers, seasonal work could only lead to degra- 
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dation as workers mingled with inveterate tramps and criminals in the cheap 

lodging houses of major cities. 
This essay focuses on how these social investigators made sense of 

what they perceived as the troubling actions of unskilled male workers. 

Throughout the Progressive Era (roughly 1880-1925), middle-class intellec- 
tuals counted, classified, photographed, and otherwise examined the lives of 

working-class people. Some were interested in charity, some in the assimila- 
tion of immigrants; some wished to support labor organization, while others 
wanted to aid the "virtuous" and eliminate the "vicious" poor. But all would- 
be reformers had one thing in common: as outsiders to the working class they 
needed knowledge of the living and working conditions of their subjects. 
Investigators employed a variety of strategies to study the working classes. 

Some, like Solenberger, inspected lodging-house and working conditions, 
pored over charity case files, and spoke directly with workers, employers, 
and other reformers. Others actually disguised themselves as workers to gain 
a "first-hand experience" of workers' lives and then reported back to their 
middle-class readership. Whatever their methodology, investigators' texts 

interpreted working-class behavior and culture for middle-class audiences. 
Like that of anthropologists who studied so-called primitive peoples, the 
work of these American "tramp ethnographers" often said as much about 
the cultural outlook of the investigator as it said about the culture of the 

subjects of investigation. 
By collecting and compiling detailed surveys, censuses, and life stories 

of workers, or by relating their own experiences as "workers," social inves- 

tigators mapped out a working-class world that appeared to be a grotesque 
inversion of middle-class America. Their reports told a harrowing and often 

contradictory tale of overwork, laziness, and rebellion among poor working 
people. Yet we must see their work not only as evidence of the effects of 
industrialization but also as politically charged representations of American 

society. It is through representations such as these that a society explains 
itself to itself.2 The tramp ethnographies were effective and believable in part 
because their analyses fit well with preexisting cultural narratives about the 
nature of American society and helped to define and explain "social prob- 
lems." That is, investigators' narratives- some more "scientific" and others 
more "literary" -were good stories. 

Then, as now, social commentators used the image of marginalized 
workers as a metaphor for social division and industrial chaos (Stanley 1992; 
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Keyssar 1986; Katz 1983; Reed 1992). Paul Ringenbach (1973) has chronicled 
the obsession of upper-class New York reformers with the "tramp problem" 
between the crisis of 1873 and World War I.3 Far from a figment of reformers' 

imagination, class conflict loomed large in this period. From the suppres- 
sion of the 1877 Railroad Strike through Haymarket, Homestead, Pullman, 
the march of Coxey's Army, and the rise of the Industrial Workers of the 
World (IWW), America in the era of industrial ascendancy was continually 
rocked by open class warfare. While reformers feared actual labor conflict, 
they often focused their solutions on less quarrelsome targets: the "down- 
and-out." Studies of the poor and unemployed carried cultural significance 
beyond their immediate subject matter because the lessons learned among 
the "tramps" could be applied to all workers who rejected the authority 
of employers, the sanctity of property, and the legal injunction not to be 
without "visible means of support" (Ringenbach 1973; Montgomery 1993: 

83-89; Stanley 1992: 1267; Monkkonen 1984). 
Ringenbach (1973) and Keyssar (1986) argue convincingly that the ap- 

proach of reformers and policy makers toward down-and-out working-class 
men changed over the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. An early 
focus was rescuing "reformable" tramps from moral decay and punishing 
those who were "unreformable." A later consensus held that at least some 
of the problems of the tramp were caused by the structure of the economy. 
The growing professionalization of social science added new methodologies 
to social investigation, while the institutional setting of investigation shifted 
from charity organizations to government commissions and research univer- 
sities. At the same time, changes in the labor market and industrial organi- 
zation presented new contexts for old problems. The closing of the frontier 

signaled the slow demise of the market for migrant industrial workers in 
the West, while the increasing scale and complexity of factory production 
compelled managers to seek greater control over their workers. Under the 
new paradigm, "tramps" became "the unemployed," and "wanderlust" be- 
came "labor turnover." While there can be little doubt that new analyses of 
the problem became more accepted over the course of the Progressive Era, 
investigations of unemployed workers, on the whole, did not shed their tone 
of condescension, nor did they cease to position the working classes as the 

primary "social problem."4 
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Establishing Ethnographic Authority 

Studying the lives of unemployed workers, from any methodological or 

political perspective, forced the investigator to confront troubling divisions 
in American society. Most investigators sensed that they were crossing over 
an important social boundary that they would have to recross in writ- 

ing about their investigations. Josiah Flynt, Walter Wyckoff, Edwin Brown, 
Whiting Williams, and others who disguised themselves as workers each 
faced this problem of boundary crossing. Their motivations were diverse, 
ranging from scientific curiosity, to zeal for social reform, to a desire to es- 

cape middle-class life. Because these investigators were themselves acting 
the part of workers, they also had to establish their middle-class identity 
within their accounts. 

In one of the most pervasive strategies for drawing distinctions between 
themselves and their working-class subjects, investigators described workers 
in terms of their supposedly degraded, diseased, and maimed "grotesque 
bodies."5 Walter Wyckoff, a college graduate living as a worker, described 
the men with him on his first night in the Chicago police lockup: 

And in the men themselves, how widely severed from all things human is 
the prevailing type!-Their bloated, unwashed flesh and unkempt hair; 
their hideous ugliness of face, unreclaimed by marks of inner strength 
and force, but revealing rather, in the relaxation of sleep, a deepening of 
the lines of weakness, until you read in plainest characters the paralysis 
of the will. And then there are the stealthy, restless eyes of those who are 

awake, eyes set in faces which lack utterly the strength of honest labor 

and even that of criminal wit. (Wyckoff 1898b: 38) 

Wyckoff quickly admits that "there are marked exceptions to the pre- 
vailing type ... sound and strong in flesh, and having about them the signs 
of habitual decency." His thoughts, however, quickly turn from these men 
to the classical air of his own middle-class community: 

A world of men and women whose plane of life is removed from this by 
all the distance of the infinite. Faith and love and high resolve are there, 
the inspirers of true living, and courage spurs to unflinching effort, and 

hope lights the way of unsuccess and gives vision through the vale of 

sorrow and of death. And the common intercourse is the perfect free- 
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dom which is bred of high allegiance to inborn courtesy and honor. 

(ibid.: 39) 

Neatly couched inside Wyckoff's description of his experience is a juxta- 
position of the grotesque bodies of working men with the refined moral 
and intellectual life of the middle class. Significantly, Wyckoff presents his 
middle-class community in a decidedly noncorporeal light, and his logic 
moves in a subtly genetic fashion. Faith, love, courage, and vision flow not 
from middle-class culture but from "inborn courtesy and honor," while the 
down-and-out working men have no "inner strength and force." Clearly, 
Wyckoff considers himself superior even to the homeless men who possess 
"habitual decency."6 In addition, a "survival of the fittest" approach frames 

Wyckoff's narrative. He opens his second volume with the question which 
he says faces all down-and-out workers: "Have you the physical and moral 

qualities which fit you to survive ... or lacking these qualities does there 
await for you inevitable wreck under the onward rush of the world's great 
moving life?" (ibid.: 2; see also Wyckoff 1898a).7 

A similar juxtaposition of class images may be found in the photographs 
that sometimes accompanied the work of authors who investigated tramps in 

disguise. Perhaps the most striking of these is in Edwin Brown's 1913 book 
"Broke": The Man without the Dime (see also Flynt 1908; Williams 1920). 
Here we find two pictures of the author, one captioned "As Himself," and the 
other simply "Broke" (see Figure 1). Edwin Brown "As Himself" appears 
in a distinguished-looking dark gray suit, well-groomed, with his hands be- 
hind his back. His coat is unbuttoned, but not his vest. The background is 
undefined and only slightly lighter than Brown's suit, making his head and 
neck the most visible parts of the photograph. In this representation of the 
author's official identity, we see no legs, only his upper body. His eyes do not 
meet the camera. This is the "classical" body: closed, emphasizing the head 
and obscuring the lower parts of the body. 

In contrast, Brown as "Broke" appears in a full-body shot. He wears 
his rumpled pants with suspenders showing. His plain coat is wide-open, 
revealing a slightly bulging stomach. His hands are stuck in his pockets with 
his thumbs hanging out. He wears a hat, a bandanna around his neck, and 

appears to have the beginnings of a beard. In contrast to the photograph of 
the author "As Himself," in which only Brown's face and starched white 
collar stand out from the gray background, the viewer's eye is first drawn 
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Figure 1 Edwin Brown draws the distinctions between investigator and subject even 
as he shows himself in both roles. Frontispiece to Edwin A. Brown, "Broke": The Man 
without the Dime (Chicago: Browne and Howell, 1913). 

to "Broke's" bulging gut. "Broke" faces the camera directly, his eyes staring 
into the lens. In addition, barely visible in the background is a nature scene, 

perhaps suggesting the outdoor life of the hobo. 
The juxtaposition of the investigator's "real" and "tramp" selves graphi- 

cally portrays the tension implicit in the tramp ethnographies between ex- 

perience and objectivity. Participating in the tramp life gave investigators 
the authority of personal experience to bolster the realism of their studies. 
But too much involvement with one's subjects might cancel out the equally 
powerful authority of objective scientific reasoning. To navigate this tension, 
authors went to lengths in their texts to distinguish between description and 

interpretation. Brown pitched his introduction (printed in italics to set it off 

from the "descriptive" part of the text) as a personal account of how he came 

to write his book. Of course, as a footnote explains, personal issues have 

"nothing to do with the writer's appeal" for the establishment of municipally 
run lodging houses for homeless men and women. Significantly, the intro- 
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duction contains this disclaimer: "My mission is not to censure but to disclose 

facts. I am without political or economic bias" (1913: xiii).8 
Another technique that helped to mark class difference came in retelling 

the moment when the investigator became a worker. Whiting Williams de- 
scribed his descent into the working class as walking "the plank off the good 
ship 'White Collar' into some seven months of what ought to prove inter- 

esting and worth-while adventure on the rough seas of 'Common Labor"' 

(Williams 1920: 3). Edwin Brown's passage into the working class involved 
a more striking change of personal appearance and identity. "Donning my 
worker's outfit and covering my entire person with a large, long coat, un- 
noticed I left the hotel. Leaving the coat at a convenient place, I appeared 
an out-of-work moneyless man seeking assistance in this mighty American 
industrial center" (1913: 28). Inappropriate in Brown's hotel, his worker's 

clothing must be concealed with an overcoat covering his "entire person." 
Once in the street, Brown may safely reveal himself as "Broke." In addi- 

tion, Brown draws attention to the change of cultural location by feigning 
workers' dialect ("the language of the army who struggle"), asking a man on 
the street, "Say, Jack, can you tell a fellow where he can find a free flop?" 
ibid.: 28).9 

Significantly, one of the few investigators who was a seasonal worker 

before becoming an academic had a different perspective. Nels Anderson 
worked on road construction crews and in ranching during his youth. After 

working his way through college in Utah, he was accepted for graduate study 
in sociology at the University of Chicago. Having personal experience with 
the hobo world, he chose to write his dissertation on homeless men and their 
lives in Chicago. Commenting on the vogue of participant observation at 

Chicago, Anderson later noted that he used the method unlike other investi- 

gators: "I did not descend into the pit, assume a role there, and later ascend 
to brush off the dust. I was in the process of moving out of the hobo world. 
To use a hobo expression, preparing the book was a way of'getting by,' earn- 

ing a living while the exit was under way. The role was familiar before the 
research began. In the realm of sociology and university life I was moving 
into a new role" (Anderson 1961 [1923]: xiii).10 

Even for Anderson, whose self-identity as a hobo worker did not de- 

pend on his experience as an investigator, the task of investigation drew out 
the class divide. In his case, however, the conventions of the university cre- 
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ated a sense of otherness, whereas his return to life among the hoboes -this 
time to study them -seemed almost natural. So while Anderson approached 
the divide between investigator and subject from a different angle-one is 

tempted to say "from the bottom up"-his experience still highlighted the 
cultural gap between the two worlds. 

The devices that made the investigators' voices authoritative-repre- 
sentations of workers' grotesque bodies, the rhetorical contrasting of descrip- 
tion and interpretation, and descriptions of their descent into the working 
class-were both means to an end and ends in themselves. The job of the 

investigator was to describe and interpret working-class behavior to "the pub- 
lic." But because these texts also elaborated the boundaries between classes, 
description was interpretation. By retelling the tale of their disguise, by 
speaking in workers' dialect, even by sincerely admitting their real distance 
from working-class reality, the tramp ethnographers invoked geographies, 
social practices, and life-worlds that appeared distant from their own, and 

they firmly positioned themselves and their reading public as middle class. 

Only investigators, however, could shift between class identities, and this was 
the ultimate measure of their power as well as the source of their objectivity. 

"Not Really a Tramp": Josiah Flynt 
and the Complications of Identity 

The various rhetorical strategies I have described firmly positioned the work- 

ing class as a world apart, but as Peter Stallybrass and Allon White (1986) 
have argued, they also created a desire in the minds of some middle-class 

people to cross over the class boundary. On the one hand, "the bourgeois 
subject continuously defined and redefined itself through the exclusion of 
what it marked out as 'low'- as dirty, repulsive, noisy, contaminating." On 
the other hand, such exclusions meant that the people, practices, and places 
considered beyond propriety "return as the object of nostalgia, longing and 
fascination" (Stallybrass and White 1986: 191)." So it was with many Ameri- 
can tramp ethnographers. A note of curiosity very often accompanied the 
condemnation of workers' social practices. The ways of living labeled by 
investigators as "pathological" marked the boundaries of appropriate class 
behavior and simultaneously created the desire to transgress those bound- 
aries. 
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Jack London's short story "South of the Slot" (1914) is a remarkable 

literary example of this process.12 The protagonist of the story is the bookish 
Freddie Drummond, a young sociology professor who goes "undercover" to 

study the residents of San Francisco's working-class neighborhoods south 
of Market Street. He takes such a liking to life as a worker that he develops 
an alternative identity as "Big Bill" Totts. With few friends and no vices or 

temptations, Freddie Drummond had earned the nickname "Cold-Storage" 
from his colleagues at the university. In contrast, Big Bill is a hard-drinking, 
smoking, and gregarious working man: "Everybody liked Bill, and more than 
one working girl made love to him." The two are "totally different creatures," 
London writes, that inhabit the same body. When Bill Totts beats a scab 

longshoreman, "Freddie Drummond was somehow able to stand apart"; and 
once back in the "classic atmosphere of the university," Drummond "sanely 
and conservatively" generalizes about workers' lives "as a trained sociologist 
should" (London 1914: 40-47). In the climactic scene, however, worker and 

sociologist vie for control of Freddie Drummond's body, resulting in a clear 

victory for labor. 

Similarly, the real-life tramp ethnographers were deeply ambivalent 
toward their lives as workers. On the one hand, tramps were villainous, 
lazy, and dirty. They were seen as a danger to the community because they 
lured other workers away from the labor market and enticed young boys 
into homosexuality or crime (e.g., Flynt 1907 [1899]: 336-54; Kelly 1908: 

14). They also spread disease and leaned too hard on relief agencies. For 
these reasons tramps had to be subjected to the discipline of "work tests" or 
confined in municipal lodging houses and poor farms. On the other hand, 
investigators often wrote about tramping- as opposed to tramps-as a liber- 

ating experience. As the detective Allan Pinkerton wrote, "No person can 
ever get a taste of the genuine pleasure of the road and not feel in some reck- 
less way ... that he would like to become some sort of a tramp" (Pinkerton 
1878: 26; see also Wyckoff 1898b: 330-31). The other side of laziness was 
freedom from work. 

The life and work of Josiah Flynt Willard (1869-1907) exemplifies the 

complexities of identity involved in doing tramp ethnographies, as well as 
the narrative figuring of middle-class male desire in the character of the 

"tramp."13 His father, the editor of a Chicago daily newspaper, died when 

Josiah was eight years old, and his mother raised him and his two sisters 
on her own. Josiah Flynt (his pen name) claimed to have been born with 
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an urge to wander; whatever the reason, he took to tramping at an early 
age and remained on the road for some time. He emerged from his "Under 
World" identity (his tramp name was Cigarette) in the early 1890s and wrote 
several accounts of his travels for popular magazines.14 After several years in 

Europe in the mid-1890s, during which he studied at the University of Ber- 
lin and tramped widely, Flynt returned to the United States and was hired 
as a special investigator for the Pennsylvania Railroad. His job was to use his 

knowledge of tramp life to help police the road and keep out trespassers.15 
His friends felt that this job and his return to "respectable" society were his 

undoing. Struggling with alcoholism and an addiction to "stimulants," Flynt 
gradually declined in health until he died of pneumonia in 1907. 

Flynt's posthumously published autobiography (1908) contains the 
reminiscences of several friends, and these sketches highlight Flynt's struggle 
to escape his own identity. Tellingly, one friend wrote that he could be at 
home with any class in any country "if given the Mask of No Identity" (Bur- 
bank 1908: 349). He had, it was said, a "morbid self-consciousness" that 
drove him away from the company of middle-class people. He was liberated 
from this affliction, however, by any means to escape his own identity. "Give 
him a part in a play," a friend wrote, "the disguise of a vagabond, or whisky 
with which to fortify himself, and the man's spirit sprang out of its prison 
of flesh, like an uncaged bird" (ibid.: 352). In fact, Flynt is reported to have 

said, "Whisky makes it possible for me to approach men with a manner 
which ignores all class barriers. Pass the whisky and it's man to man -hobo, 
hod-carrier or king!" (ibid.: 352). 

English poet Arthur Symons had great respect for Flynt's ability to 
cross class boundaries. "Where I had dipped," Symons wrote of his first 

meeting with Flynt, "he had plunged, and that aim, which I was express- 
ing about then, to 'roam in the sun and air with vagabonds, to haunt the 

strange corners of cities, to know all the useless, and improper, and amus- 

ing people who are alone very much worth knowing,' had been achieved by 
him" (Symons 1908: xii). Symons considered Flynt to be quite unlike "other 
adventurers who have gone about among tramps, and criminals, and other 
misunderstood or unfortunate people ... as one might go holiday making to 
the seaside." Rather, Flynt went among the vagabonds 

with a complete abandonment to his surroundings; no tramp has ever 
known that "Cigarette" was not really a tramp; he has begged, worked, 
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ridden outside trains, slept in work-houses and gaols, not shirked one of 
the hardships of his way; and all the time he has been living his own life 

(whatever that enigma may be!) more perfectly, I am sure, than when he 
was dining every day at his mother's and sister's table. (Ibid.: xvii-xviii) 

Symons's comments reflect the common habit of portraying tramping as 
an act of liberation from middle-class life, as well as suggesting that this was a 
liberation specifically for men (from their "mother's and sister's table"). The 
ironic career turn Flynt took after leaving trampdom- selling his tramping 
skills to the Pennsylvania Railroad--drew the two sides of his identity into 

open conflict, and his writings from this time suggest little in the way of 
a liberating aspect to tramping. Instead, Flynt produced detailed but nega- 
tive portraits of fellow tramps and argued for the need to discipline those 
with whom he had shared the road. He compared his study to the study of 

parasitic disease organisms by his former university colleagues: He hoped 
his study of "human parasites" would likewise be a "valuable contribution 
to knowledge." The tramp and the criminal become almost synonymous in 

Flynt's writing, and there is little sympathy for either (Flynt 1907 [1899]: ix). 
Flynt's life was quite unlike that of other tramp ethnographers. All 

participant-observers tacked back and forth between "inside" and "outside" 
class cultures, helping to delineate the boundaries of cultural worlds and 

sanctioning their authority as investigators to interpret the observed world 

(Clifford 1988). Flynt, however, more than others, had "really" been on the 

"inside," though he still "was not really a tramp." The liberation that Flynt 
found in the guise of a tramp was not open to "real tramps." The roman- 
tic image of tramp life--which could only be romantic if lived by one who 
is "not really a tramp"-depended on the subjugation and control of the 

traveling poor. This control could take the textual form of a condemnation 
of tramp behavior, or it could take the social form of eliminating trespassers 
on the Pennsylvania Railroad. In Flynt's case, it may even have taken a pro- 
found, inner form. Leaving the life of the road for the steady pay of detective 
work and writing seems to have compelled him to indulge his "inherited 

tendency to drink." His friends noted the irony of his last years: "the vaga- 
bond, ending by becoming so fantastically useful a member of society; the 

law, which he had defied, clever enough to annex him; he himself, clever 

enough to take wages for doing over again what he had done once for noth- 

ing" (Symons 1908: xv). Flynt never escaped the boundaries of appropriate 
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class behavior which he had crossed as a young man on the tramp. In his 

published work he advocated strict discipline for the vice-ridden classes as a 

precondition to effective philanthropy (Flynt 1907 [1899]: 89-90). Because 
he was never able to enforce such discipline on himself, we might charitably 
surmise that he believed his tale was a cautionary one. 

Explaining (away) the Causes 
of Industrial Unrest 

Regardless of their methodology, institutional affiliation, or class background, 
observers of working-class behavior shared a concern over what might 
loosely be termed the "work ethic." For reformers, work was a moral im- 

perative, and the fact that others in American society did not share this view 
was troubling (Rodgers 1974: 17). In addition, many investigators did not 
understand the implications of irregular employment for workers' attitudes 
toward work itself. To reformers who failed to see the structural causes of 

unemployment and who themselves held steady jobs, an able-bodied man 
without employment was at once reformable and unworthy of assistance. But 
seasonal workers like the one who spoke with Alice Solenberger viewed work 

primarily as a means of "getting by." When they saved enough money or got 
fed up with working, they quit. For them, unemployment was sometimes 
"vacation." 

Similarly, investigators who worked in disguise frequently commented 
on conflicts between themselves and their coworkers over the speed and 

intensity of work. Working as a construction laborer at the grounds of the 

Chicago World's Fair in 1893, Walter Wyckoff found that it "was easy to keep 
ahead of the men, but it was impossible, apparently, to urge them beyond the 

languid deliberation with which they shouldered the timber and carried it to 
the piles." His coworkers instructed, "Go easy with that; there ain't no rush, 
and you'll make nothing by your pains." But Wyckoff could not understand 

why young working men "with every chance, one would suppose, of winning 
some preferment through effective, energetic work" would work so slowly 
(Wyckoff 1898b: 259). In another incident, Wyckoff came to understand, but 
could not condone, the restriction of output among piece-rate workers with 
whom he labored in a factory. Exceeding the informal maximum output in 
this case would result in a reduction of the piece rate, meaning more work 
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for the same pay. So for the factory piece-rate worker, the organization of 
work insured that a "hand was not free to employ his utmost skill when 
he became an expert." Laborers, in comparison, were more akin to "irre- 

sponsible school-boys in their feeling of natural hostility to their masters" 

(Wyckoff 1898b: 178-79). Later investigators understood more clearly-as 
laborers had always known-that what the middle class might call "work- 

ing up to one's potential" was a major cause of unemployment. For casual 

laborers, the end of a work task was often also the end of a job (see Williams 
1920: 15-16; Mathewson 1931; Montgomery 1987: 58-111). 

Solenberger, Wyckoff, Flynt, and others had not grasped this crucial 
workers' perspective on the problem. For these investigators, the main prob- 
lem was how to distinguish between reformable and unreformable tramp 
workers. To that end, they went to lengths to distinguish between tempo- 
rary and permanent tramps. These efforts reflected the complex nature of 
the "tramp problem" as one of individuals, communities, and classes. Josiah 

Flynt singled out a former companion, who he said lived well from begging 
alone, to expound that "the menace of the tramp class to the country seems 
to me to consist mainly in the example they set to the casual working man - 

the man who is looking around for an excuse to quit work--and in the fact 
that they frequently recruit their ranks with young boys" (Flynt 1900: 19). 

Similarly, Edmond Kelly stressed that the principal "danger to the commu- 

nity" posed by vagrants was a result of their influence on other workers. As 

Kelly wrote of the vagrant, "The few cents he begs, borrows, or steals are 

spent in the public house side by side with the element of our society most 

subject to the contagion of vagabondage;... and [there he] diligently undoes 
what little our compulsory education contributes to good citizenship" (Kelly 
1908: 14).16 Tramps were a threat to social stability and the functioning of the 
labor market because, as individuals, they were insufficiently committed to 

wage labor. Their individual threat, however, implied that all workers were 

prone to similar indiscipline. 
In a sense, therefore, reformers divided the working class into those who 

were tramps and those who were in danger of becoming tramps. The "tramp 
problem," as well as the later "crisis of labor turnover," sat at the junc- 
ture of individual responsibility and class structure. As individuals, tramps 
threatened the community by setting a bad example for other workers. The 

community could protect itself by removing unreformable tramps and sub- 
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jecting those workers who had temporarily become vagrants to the beneficial 

effects of labor. Those who were temporarily tramping could be brought 
back into the community when they regained their habits of industry (Bjork- 
man 1908: 211). Such a narrative, however, effectively positioned all workers 

outside of the community. For if the chief "menace of the tramp class" was 

to lure "the casual working man" into mendicancy, then the tramp prob- 
lem was particular to the working class. This understanding of the problem 
defined the working classes as dubious members of the community, or the 

public, at the same time that appeals to reform were increasingly based on 

public interest. 
This tension between class and community was present in all social 

investigations of seasonal and unemployed workers' lives. Over the first de- 

cades of the twentieth century, however, the focus of social analysis shifted 

away from individual tramps as the major threat to the community. A grow- 

ing perception that unemployment was a permanent part of industrial society 

(e.g., Leiserson 1916) provided part of the incentive for this shift, as did 

the increasing number of social investigations sponsored by state and fed- 

eral governments. The new generation of investigators, sometimes affiliated 
with research universities, believed their knowledge was based on science, 
not on class interest. As a result, they were confident that their solutions 

to social problems would serve the "public interest" (Ross 1991: 247-50). 
Concurrent with social scientists' greater emphasis on structural causes of 

social problems, another line of investigation explored workers' psychologi- 
cal states and their "attitudes" toward work and management. Ironically, 
this development meant that tramps-now renamed "casual," "floating," or 

"migratory" workers-would be portrayed more as passive victims than as 

agents at the very time that unskilled workers were joining unions and going 
on strike in unprecedented numbers. 

The developing actions of labor unions, radicals, and social scientists 

over the course of the Progressive Era were also related to changes in the 

economy and labor market. Between about 1910 and 1925, a combination of 

factors, including mechanization in agriculture, lumbering, and construc- 

tion, reduced the number of jobs open to seasonal migrant laborers, the 

so-called hobo workers. Nels Anderson, himself a western hobo worker at the 

turn of the century, later surmised that the rise of the IWW, whose members 

were also known as the "Wobblies," among the seasonal workers after 1905 
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was a result of increased job insecurity (Anderson 1940: 9-12, 21-22; see 
also Schneider 1982). Government investigations of unemployment during 
the Progressive Era, as well as later economic analyses, support Anderson's 
assertions to a degree. The steady economic expansion between 1899 and 
1923- though it was not without its periodic downturns - was driven by an 

expanding supply of low-wage industrial workers and highly irregular em- 

ployment. A survey of government investigations, for instance, argued that 

many industries had "come into existence because of the availability of a 

supply of casual laborers and women and children who are willing to work 
for less than subsistence wages" (Lauck and Sydenstricker 1917: 76). At the 
same time, consolidation in various industries resulted in ever larger indus- 
trial establishments (Mills 1932: 128-44, 291; Lauck and Sydenstricker 1917: 

72-100). 

Partly because of this irregular employment and increasingly consoli- 
dated ownership, labor unrest marked the first two decades of the twentieth 

century. The frequency of strikes, for instance, rose to historically high levels 
from 1900 to 1920, after a relative lull during the 1890s (Edwards 1981: 14-15). 
In addition, membership in trade unions grew from approximately 444,500 
in 1897 to 5,110,000 in 1920 (Lauck and Sydenstricker 1917: 11-20; Mont- 

gomery 1987: 332).'7 Flynt, Kelly, Solenberger, and Brown largely ignored 
the context of labor unrest, but as the second decade of the century pro- 
gressed, this became increasingly difficult to do.18 Massive strikes of textile 

workers, lumberjacks, iron and copper miners, and wheat harvesters, among 
others, focused attention on seasonal and unemployed workers in a decidedly 
politicized way (Foner 1965; Dubofsky 1969; Thompson 1977). In such a 
context social scientists could not simply describe American social and eco- 
nomic conditions. The growth of trade unions, the Socialist Party, and the 
IWW on the one hand, and employers' growing desire to control labor un- 
rest on the other, insured that investigators' descriptions would be part of a 
wider political debate (Montgomery 1979; Salvatore 1982; Davis 1984). 

The work of Carleton Parker is one of the most compelling examples 
of this engagement with labor's new insurgency and has had a considerable 
influence on histories of the Wobblies.19 Parker first wrote about the IWW 
as the director of the California Commission on Immigration and Housing 
(CIH), and in that capacity he produced an important report on the Wheat- 
land hop pickers' strike of 1913. He later worked with the U.S. Commission 
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on Industrial Relations, and also as a strike mediator during World War I. 
Like the fictional Freddie Drummond, Parker was a professor at the Uni- 

versity of California-however, as far as we know, he never investigated in 

disguise.20 Nevertheless, one obituary characterized him as one of a new 

group of "frontiersmen" who moved across the class divide in American 

society: "The new frontiersmen have sought the Hesperides in a new class 

consciousness, or rather inter-class-consciousness.... The elusive and ever- 

moving frontier-line is now economic rather than geographical" (Cornelia 
Parker 1919: 22-23).21 

Like the other "frontiersmen" of class society, the tramp ethnographers, 
Parker interpreted poor workers and the IWW through the lens of his own 
middle-class experience. Parker developed his ideas about normal family life 
out of his own experience as an "intellectual migrant"; with his family he 
moved 14 times in 10 years (DiGirolamo 1993: 242; Cornelia Parker 1919: 

137). His brief periods of separation from his wife were traumatic and alien- 

ating, leaving him with a profound sense that to be a normal man, one had 
to live in a family. While Parker shared many assumptions about "normal" 
life with his middle-class contemporaries, his analysis had the appearance 
of objectivity. Like other progressive observers of the IWW, Parker openly 
criticized the autocratic tactics of employers and decried the atrocious living 
conditions of migratory workers. As a strike mediator he cultivated an impar- 
tial but hard-headed approach, and like other progressives he championed 
"public interest" amid the competing forces of capital and labor. 

Parker was also taken with the relatively new science of psychology and 
became convinced that its application to industrial relations offered a way 
out of the dismal cycle of class war afflicting the West in the World War I era. 
He goaded economists to jettison the notion that economics was a "rational" 
domain. In contrast, Parker highlighted the profound role of what he consid- 
ered "instinctual" motives on economic life (Carleton Parker 1920: 125-65). 
The migratory workers, Parker argued, lived under a variety of psychologi- 
cal strains brought on by isolation from family life and women, as well as 

by dirty and degrading working conditions. Playing off Thorstein Veblen's 

concept of "pecuniary emulation," Parker argued that poor working condi- 
tions were "aggravated by the ability and habituation of this migratory class 

to read about and appreciate the higher social and economic life enjoyed by 
the American middle class" (ibid.: 17; Veblen 1934 [1899]). 
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The uncontrolled nature of American industrial development had cre- 
ated a disjuncture between "normal" life, as society deemed it, and the 
kind of life possible for the migratory worker. The IWW migratory worker, 

having been subjected to the worst elements of capitalism, was not a "mobile 
and independent agent, exercising free will and moral discretion," Parker 

argued, but merely "a psychological by-product of the neglected childhood 
of industrial America" (Carleton Parker 1920: 96, 100). As condescending 
as such a description sounds, this reasoning allowed Parker to suggest to 
otherwise unsympathetic middle-class and academic audiences that however 

wrong the Wobblies might be in their methods, their critiques of American 

society were justified. "My main thesis," Parker wrote, "might be stated as 
a plea to consider the states of conventional 'willfulness,' such as laziness, 
inefficiency, destructiveness in strikes, etc., as ordinary mental disease of a 
functional kind, a sort of industrial psychosis" (ibid.: 52-53). It is likely that 
such reasoning resonated with conservative labor leaders as well. 

Parker's interpretation of the migratory laborers who made up the IWW 
in the West rested heavily on his perception of normal gender roles for 
American men. The mobility of labor necessary for the western economy had 
created an appropriate pool of labor with no family ties, no legal residence 

(and hence no voting rights), and, most important, no "normal sex." Because 

migratories were separated from the stable family life of the male citizen 

yet able to read about that life, their revolt was a subconscious reaction to 
bad conditions. So while earlier reform narratives positioned unemployed 
workers outside the community based on their lack of commitment to wage 
labor, Parker read workers' indiscipline and revolt as a result of their "abnor- 
mal" position in relation to the family. Tramps, now called "migratory casual 

laborers," were no longer even negative agents. They were merely respond- 
ing unconsciously to bad conditions, on the one hand, and the misguided (or 
cynical) rhetoric of labor radicals, on the other. 

This analysis of damaged masculinity emerged not only out of Parker's 

personal experience but also from field investigations for the California 
Commission on Immigration and Housing. For example, Frederick C. Mills, 
who afterward became an economist, traveled in the guise of a hobo worker 
for two months in 1914 and reported to Parker. Mills's reports sometimes 

picked up on IWW organizers' rhetoric about the emasculating effects of 
the capitalist system and turned this appeal toward Parker's psychological 
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analysis. For instance, Mills reported on an IWW street meeting in Sacra- 
mento in the summer of 1914 where a Wobbly organizer asked the crowd of 

200 men how many were married. When none raised their hands, he drove 
home his point: "Well, do you call that living? Even the black chattel slave 
had a chance to propagate his race. You men don't know what it is to have 
a home, a wife, a child, and yet you think you live. Think of that the next 
time you go up to Annie's room to buy yourself a home on the installment 

plan" (Woirol 1992: 125). Such appeals demonstrate that labor activists, too, 
constructed an image of the class divide. Organizers never asked whether 
these men were part of some kind of household, or if they even wanted "a 

home, a wife, [and] a child."22 Yet while the IWW used these strategies to 

goad workers to action, Mills, Parker, and others used them as evidence of 

pathology to be feared as well as "bad conditions" to be ameliorated through 
state action. 

Investigator Mills and public official Parker saw labor's growing radi- 
calism and "bad conditions" as equal threats to the American community. 
Enforced mobility and poor pay and living conditions meant that workers 
could not act as citizens-indeed, they could not be expected to show the 

necessary patriotism required of a citizen because they had so little to be 
thankful for. Mills had sensed the threat keenly during his investigations, 
writing in his notes, "I am eating and breathing agitation, agitation that is 

really anarchy." The frustration emerged from the supposedly joyless, home- 

less, womanless lives of the hobo workers; but the agitation, Mills wrote, was 
"the workings of the inner circle, the brains of the great army" of migrant 
workers. Revolution, he sensed, was "boiling and seething on the underside 
of the thin crust upon which the whole social fabric rests," and the IWW 
seemed likely to make the whole thing boil over (Woirol 1992: 127-28). 

Such were the dangers to the Republic: a revolt of the slaves. Parker had 
written that the new labor problem was that of "passive resistance" and the 

potential for "spasmodic waves of unrest and sudden perplexing strikes of 

unorganized workers" (Carleton Parker 1920: 172). If 30 IWWs at Wheat- 
land could "dominate a heterogeneous mass of 2,800 unskilled laborers in 
3 days," as Parker had concluded, and if, as Mills worried, "the brains of 
the great army" could "tell this army of its strength," then the nation was 
indeed in danger of revolution (ibid.: 189; Woirol 1992: 128). Bad conditions 
had brought the nation to this state, and only improvements, guided by pro- 
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fessional expertise, could save it. Parker took a historical view: "The IWW, 
like the Grangers, the Knights of Labor, the Farmers' Alliance, the Progres- 
sive Party, is but a revolt phenomena. The cure lies in the care taking of its 

psychic antecedents, and the stability of our Republic depends on the degree 
of courage and science with which we move to the task" (Carleton Parker 
1920: 124). 

Operating at the same time as Parker's California commission was the 
United States Commission on Industrial Relations (CIR). Congress con- 
vened the CIR in 1912 as a response to labor-related violence such as the 

bombing of the Los Angeles Times building. A tripartite commission with 

representatives of business, labor, and the public, it was chaired by pro- 
labor attorney Frank Walsh. In order to maximize publicity, Walsh chose 
to downplay systematic scientific investigation in favor of public hearings. 
Nevertheless, field investigators (many of whom were colleagues and stu- 
dents of John R. Commons at the University of Wisconsin) carried out a 

great deal of background study in preparation for the hearings (Furner 1990: 

274-84; Adams 1966). 

Selig Perlman wrote the initial research plan for an investigation of the 
IWW and took a line similar to that of Parker. "The tactics of the unskilled 
class are nearly always the same," Perlman wrote, whether they are organized 
by the Knights of Labor or the IWW. Therefore the commission should 

investigate "the conditions of the unskilled and floating laborers in general, 
and not only the small portion of these classes which knew enough to join the 
IWW" (Perlman 1914: 1). Perlman called for a minimum of statistics and a 
focus on the qualitative conditions of the workers. The investigators "should 

mingle with the men, and learn their personal history," as well as study the 
industrial process. Significantly, Perlman wanted to get at the reasons for the 

inability of the American Federation of Labor to organize seasonal workers 
and to determine "whether there is a way of making stable unionism work 

[among the unskilled], and what are the legislative remedies that would assist 
the two-thirds of the American laboring class in taking care of their interests 
in a fashion similar to that which is used by the more fortunate one-third, 
the skilled and organized" (ibid.: 3-4). 

The commission's investigations were extensive, providing a rare 

glimpse into the lives of migratory workers, the attitudes of small-town resi- 

dents, and the general working conditions in lumber, railroad construction, 
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crop harvesting, and other industries. To use all of this as mere data, how- 

ever, would be a mistake. As Perlman's plan suggests, the investigations had 

particular public policy goals regarding the roles of the state, industry, and 

organized labor. A young investigator summed up well the social analysis 
behind the CIR investigations when he wrote that poor conditions for crop 
harvesters were "not due to the greed, malice or thoughtlessness of any 
group of individuals or any single class of society." Rather, these conditions 
were a result of the failure of society as a whole to meet the "great social 
needs which can only be met by the state and national governments" (Duffus 
1914: 14).23 

Like Parker, the CIR reports argued that bad working conditions inevi- 

tably led to the moral and physical degradation of the migratory workers. 
The primary field investigator on "floating labor" was Peter A. Speek, an 
Estonian-born refugee of the 1905 revolutions who was a sociology gradu- 
ate student at the University of Wisconsin. Speek was a master of several 

European languages in addition to English and could blend in well with 

lumberjacks and other laborers (Bruns 1980: 136-37).24 The most striking 
documents produced under Speek's direction are the "life stories" of mi- 

gratory workers. The process of gathering these case histories is well docu- 
mented in the CIR records, and although Speek sometimes gathered data in 

disguise, the life stories seem to have been taken under more open circum- 
stances. Speek and others using this method befriended laborers by offering 
them a cigarette or a meal. The investigator described the commission's work 
and told the informant that the information given would serve only good 
purposes, such as bettering conditions for laborers.25 Then the worker and 

investigator went to a hotel room or other quiet place and the investigator 
took the worker's life history by means of a uniform set of questions. The 
workers were paid 25 to 35 cents an hour for their participation (Speek 1915: 

28-36).26 
The life stories are the closest thing we have to laborers' actual testimony 

and therefore are a very important source. However, we cannot take them as 
unmediated representations of "experience." Like other ethnographic field 

notes, these were created through a dialogic process in which both investi- 

gator and informant participated; both Speek and the laborers "authored" 
the life stories. Speek set the structure of the collaboration with his list of 

questions, but the content was specific to each worker. In the process of 
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translating these dialogically produced texts into written reports, however, 
Speek (like other ethnographers) reinterpreted them with a more singular 
theme. The voices of informants and alternative interpretations were sup- 
pressed to some extent. Recognizing this process, though, we can still read 
the field notes "against the grain" of their governing narrative of inevitable 

degradation (Clifford 1988: 44-46; Guha 1983; Scott 1991; Denning 1987). 
Will the voices we hear through such a reading be the authentic voices of 
hobo workers? Probably not. But an alternative reading is still useful in 

demystifying the narrative of the investigator and giving us clues to the 

complexity of individual workers' experience. 
One of the most interesting life stories is that of the 24-year-old Danish 

immigrant whom the field notes identify as F. G. Peterson.27 Peterson's story 
is long and unusually detailed, tracing what seems to be every job and mi- 

gration he made over the preceding seven years. What is most striking about 
his life story is its richness of experience. At one point, Peterson leads 200 
men into battle during the Mexican Revolution; at another point, he falls 
in love and lives "with a girl for four months as married people." The field 
notes tersely sum up the experience: "The best time he ever had in this 

country. Loved each other. Could not marry. Wages were low; were afraid." 
The telegraphic style of the field notes suggests interesting story lines only 
to drop them and move on to the next. There are many disappointments 
represented here, but Peterson has clearly made choices on his own. At the 
time of his interview, moreover, Peterson was the leader of 500 harvest hands 

camped outside Redfield, South Dakota. Nevertheless, despite the range of 

possible interpretations of this text, Speek distills Peterson's life into the 

governing narrative of the commission's study of "floating laborers." A short 
comment following the main narrative concludes in part: "He is quite an 

intelligent boy, but all signs show that he is going downward. If he continues 
to migrate he may become a hobo and afterwards a tramp of the common 

type" (Commons 1921: 101-2). 
The gist of these two sentences may be found in many of the life stories 

collected by Speek. The notes on Norman B. Daniel, a 34-year-old army 
veteran, for instance, close with the pronouncement that "this man appears 
to be on the verge of falling into the hobo class." 28 While they differ accord- 

ing to the experiences of the individual, nearly all of the life stories conform 
to the commission's narrative of degradation: The passage from worker, to 
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migrant, to tramp, and finally to down-and-outer is the inevitable result of 

an economic system that is out of control. This is a representation of social 

cleavage well suited to the reform effort of the CIR, but it is not the only in- 

terpretation possible, given the complexity of Peterson's story. When Speek 
prepared his preliminary report on "floating laborers," he abstracted the 
lives of his informants by creating a set of composite narratives that typified 
and distilled the complexity of both the laborers' lives and his own field 
notes (Speek 1915, 1917). 

The process by which the facts of F. G. Peterson's life became part of a 

composite worker should alert us both to the distorting power of the search 
for the "typical worker" and to the important role narratives play in the 
construction of what is considered "typical." In the narrative of degradation, 
the floating laborer is not merely a data point representing the dysfunc- 
tional nature of the American economy. Rather, his life story portrays the 

dysfunctional nature of the American economy by disrupting the cherished 
narratives of republican commonwealth, upward mobility, and appropriate 
masculine life-course. The floating laborer cannot help himself, cannot get 
enough money to establish a family, buy a farm, or (if he is an immigrant) 
assimilate into American society. The promise that through hard work any- 
one can make it in America has become a grotesque parody of itself. It is 
not the inevitable upward mobility of the traditional American narrative that 

governs the life stories of the migratory workers but its inverse: Floating 
laborers inevitably go down. What made Peterson "typical" enough to have 
his life story published as an "autobiography" was not only that he shared 
a set of experiences with other migratory workers but also that his story 
(as Speek told it) fit so well with the governing story of the commission. It 

pushed all the right buttons. 
The work of Parker and the CIR helped to focus attention on migratory 

workers and the problem of seasonal labor markets at a crucial moment in 
the development of American industrialism. From the 1890s until the World 
War I era, industry increased productivity by hiring ever larger numbers of 

low-wage, unskilled laborers. Because these jobs needed physical strength 
more than training, employers paid little attention to the staggering rate at 
which workers moved from one job to the next. When factory production 
began to shift toward the use of semiskilled machine operatives, partially as 
a result of rationalization schemes, employers found that they spent signifi- 
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cant sums on training (Alexander 1916). Under these changed conditions, 
workers' propensity to leave their jobs in search of a better deal was very 
expensive, and employers needed to know more about their workers and 
how they could be encouraged to remain on the job. While economists and 
industrialists had earlier worried about the role of union working rules in the 
restriction of industrial output, little had been written on how workers with- 
out unions might also restrict output simply out of a desire to make their 

jobs last longer. The studies of migratory workers, therefore, helped to create 
awareness of the "hire and fire" system and its negative social results.29 

The significance of the crisis of turnover was grasped by labor economist 

John R. Commons, among others. While scientific managers had rationalized 

industry by changing the movements of individual workers and the produc- 
tion process as a whole, they had failed to see "that one of the greatest costs 
of labor is not the inefficiency of the individual but the lack of goodwill of 
labor as a whole" (Commons 1919: xiv; emphasis added). Commons, who 
was more sympathetic to the labor movement than most economists, never- 
theless reflected the thinking of a broader range of efficiency experts and 
social scientists who, in the 1920s, would develop the practices of welfare 

capitalism. This consensus recognized the extent to which class antago- 
nisms undermined the stability of the economy and the strength of American 

democracy, and its adherents sought to promote enlightened management 
practices and an expanded state role in stabilizing the economy (Fraser 1989; 

Brody 1980: 48-81; Fink 1994: 201-35). With Commons's statement about 
labor's lack of "goodwill," we see the engagement of social investigators 
with workers' work ethic complete its shift from moral censure of the indi- 
vidual to open recognition of class antagonism. Where earlier reformers had 
seen tramps as a threat to the community, Commons and the other critics 
of the "hire and fire" system blamed irregularity of work for the destruc- 
tion of the "goodwill" so necessary to the community. Concurrently, they 
promoted schemes for restoring this "goodwill" that relied heavily on the 

knowledge-work of professional social scientists like themselves. 
The term "goodwill," however, like Parker's "industrial psychosis," 

moved away from structural analysis toward the issue of workers' psychol- 
ogy. "Goodwill" fit more neatly with the language of the men who pub- 
lished their work in a special 1916 issue of the Annals of the American 

Academy of Social and Political Science: "Personnel and Employment Prob- 
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lems in Industrial Management." These employment managers, academics, 
and government officials spoke of workers' "general discontent, discourage- 
ment, . . . [and] lack of friendliness" with employers (Nichols 1916: 5). Not 

only did high labor turnover cut into profits by increasing training costs, 
argued Magnus Alexander, but it also undermined workers' "spirit of loy- 
alty to the management" (1916: 143). "Just as quicksand cannot be kneaded 
in the hands into a solid lump," Alexander wrote, "so also will it be found 
difficult to take hold of an ever-changing mass of employees and transform it 
into a homogenous, intelligent, contented body" (ibid.: 143). Creating such 
a "contented body" and restoring workers' loyalty and friendliness was pre- 
cisely the job of the professional personnel manager. Part of this project, as 
several contributors recognized, involved relieving discontent by granting 
workers' desire for improvements in wages and working conditions. But the 
more forward-looking observers recognized that economic adjustments were 

only the beginning. "It is not only profitable for employers to yield to the 

legitimate human aspirations" of their workers, suggested Boyd Fisher of 
the Detroit Board of Commerce, "but it is perhaps even a duty for them to 
lead men to aspire" (Fisher 1916: 154).30 

Similar motives led Whiting Williams to leave his job as a personnel 
manager and become a common laborer. As Williams wrote in the preface to 
his 1920 account, "The particular reason for trying to get at the whole matter 
in this particular way arises from the belief that men's actions spring rather 
from their feelings than from their thoughts, and that people cannot be 
interviewed for their feelings" (Williams 1920: vi). Feelings must be shared 
rather than observed. As Williams later wrote, the idea for taking on the role 
of a worker came from the superintendent of a steel plant. As they discussed 
discontent among the steel workers, the superintendent told Williams that 
the "right way to study the worker's mind, especially in a time of serious 

unrest, was to do his job and, so far as possible, live his life." In the months 
before the great steel strike of 1919, Williams took the superintendent's ad- 
vice that "before we discuss with our men their specific demands, we first 

try to find out who or what hurt their feelings" (Williams 1925: 4; emphasis 
in original; Wren 1987). Feelings and aspirations, then, were to become the 
next industrial battleground. 
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Conclusion 

The various modes of tramp ethnography were very much the cultural pro- 
duction of one class trying to come to grips with the realities and politics of 
another. Alice Solenberger's exasperation with the "philosophy" of seasonal 
workers was not just a description of those workers' patterns of employment 
but a moral judgment as well. Despite the growing consensus among social 

investigators that an uncontrolled economy was the root cause of many social 

problems, the psychological outcomes of that economy became a major focus 
of study. Efforts to explain workers' philosophy of life, psychology, attitudes, 
or lack of friendliness and goodwill toward employers again positioned the 
workers themselves as the main social problem. In the context of middle- 
class confusion over workers' attitudes, social investigators' texts provided 
workable explanations that presented clearly separated class worlds. Demar- 

cating class divisions and promoting an image of some workers as "degraded" 
served many purposes, but perhaps the most significant was that it redefined 

"community" in middle-class terms. For workers to be a part of this com- 

munity they had to not be tramps. That is, they had to be disciplined workers. 
But this was not the only image of American society in circulation during 
the Progressive Era. The lively labor and radical press, the extensive pam- 
phlet literature of the IWW and other unions, soapbox speeches in town 

squares across the country, and innumerable bunkhouse conversations pro- 
vided alternative images of working-class lives and American society as a 
whole. What made the tramp ethnographies more "objective" than the ex- 
hortations of labor radicals had less to do with their superior methodology 
than with the class position of their authors and the uses to which they could 
be put in an ongoing struggle. 
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1 Alice Willard Solenberger was director of the Central District of the Chicago Bu- 
reau of Charities, which included the main lodging-house areas of the city, from 
1900 to 1903 (Solenberger 1911: vii-xv). 

2 My approach to the tramp studies as cultural texts, or ethnographies, stems from 
several works in anthropology, literary criticism, and cultural history which ap- 
proach different types of texts as cultural representations. Clifford and Marcus's 
edited volume (1986) and Clifford 1988 generally call attention to the conscious 

fashioning of cultural interpretations in documents that were formerly thought to be 

objective cultural descriptions, as well as highlighting the ways in which ethnogra- 
phies are historically situated in power relations. Stallybrass and White 1986 ana- 

lyzes the uses of cultural hierarchies encoded in descriptions of bodies, explores the 
tension between fascination and disgust apparent in many middle-class descriptions 
of workers, and argues that this tension was central to the formation of a middle- 
class identity. In this regard see also Canning 1994, which analyzes the political 
uses of representations of working-class women's bodies in Germany. Canning also 

suggests a way out of the perceived conflict between empirical social history and 
the so-called linguistic turn (see Scott 1991; Palmer 1990; and Berlanstein 1993). 
Denning 1987 explores the varied meanings and metaphors about workers which 

appear in nineteenth-century popular fiction, and chapter 8 focuses specifically on 
the tramp. 

3 Because "tramp," like "underclass," functions both as metaphor and as putative 
description of real people, what to call the subjects of these Progressive Era in- 

vestigations presents a problem. There are more than a dozen different names for 
the people called "tramps," excluding names relating to specific occupations. These 
include hoboes; tramps; bums; homeless men; vagrants; transients; mendicants; 
migratory, floating, casual, unskilled, and seasonal workers/laborers; rounders; go- 
abouts; down-and-outers; and the unemployed. For the purposes ot this essay, I use 
the terms "seasonal workers" and "unemployed workers." 

4 Mark Pittenger addressed this topic, but with a different interpretation; see Pit- 

tenger 1996. 
5 Peter Stallybrass and Allon White argue that the rise of the European bourgeoisie 

to cultural dominance involved the discursive division of society into class domains 
based on distinctions of high and low status. They describe each class domain as 
marked off by corresponding descriptions of bodies and social practices which they 
label "classical" and "grotesque." The "classical body," in the mode of the Greek 
statue, was "closed, homogeneous, monumental, centered and symmetrical." The 

grotesque body, in contrast, emphasized "impurity (both in the sense of dirt and 
mixed categories), heterogeneity, masking, . . . physical needs and pleasures of the 
'lower bodily stratum', materiality and parody" (1986: 21-23; Canning 1994). De- 

scriptions of grotesque bodies also regularly appeared in the guise of statistical 
tables. See, for instance, Laubach 1916: 13-18, which includes a table on "Habits" 
with categories such as "Wanderlust," "Scandal Monger," and "Lacks Punctuality," 
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and a table on "Personality" with the categories "Uninteresting," "Untidy," and 

"Repulsive Face." These variables were significant, Laubach argued, because "indi- 
viduals whom nobody likes lose out" and become vagrants (ibid.: 48). See also Scott 
1988: 113-138. 

6 For instance, when a prostitute happens upon Wyckoff and his partner as they 
huddle half-starved and freezing on a Chicago street, she offers them enough money 
to get a meal. Wyckoff refuses the money, but his working-class partner does not 

(1898b: 32-34). 
7 An advertisement inside its back cover hails The Workers as "one of the most roman- 

tic narratives ever written by a scholar, and one of the most valuable to all classes. It 
is a contribution to the study of humanity." 

8 A nearly identical appeal to impartiality appears in the foreword to Solenberger: 
"She has no thesis to prove; her discriminating analysis of facts reveals this again 
and again" (1911: xi). 

9 Tramp investigator Frederick C. Mills described his passage into trampdom simi- 

larly: "I slipped into a pair of worn blue over-alls, an outworn coat, and a broken 
down hat, slung a roll of blankets on my back, and started out as a migratory laborer" 

(Woirol 1992: 1). 
10 Anderson later came to regret his close association with his first book, The Hobo, 

which he believed gave too much sway to romantic images of hobo subculture. In 
a self-described effort to purge this association, he published a humorous analy- 
sis of hobo culture under the pen name Dean Stiff (1930; Anderson 1940: 1-2). 
For Anderson's hoboing experience see his autobiography (1975), the title of which 

suggests that he came to embrace his hobo past. 
11 Other marginalized social groups, especially Native Americans and African Ameri- 

cans, peopled the political unconscious of working-class and middle-class "whites." 
See Roediger 1991: 115-32. 

12 The "slot" refers to the cable car track that runs the length of San Francisco's Mar- 
ket Street and for London acts as "the metaphor that expressed the class cleavage 
of Society." An example of a working-class writer investigating the class divide by 
means of disguise is explored in Oberdeck 1996. 

13 All biographical information is from Flynt 1908 and The National Cyclopaedia of 
American Biography, vol. 13 (1906): 336. 

14 These later appeared as Tramping with Tramps: Studies and Sketches of Vagabond Life 
(1907 [1899]). 

15 The nature of this work can be gleaned from the testimony of an unnamed "Detec- 
tive" before the Massachusetts Board to Investigate the Subject of the Unemployed 
(1895: 86-91). 

16 Kelly cites Flynt's Tramping with Tramps as an authoritative text. On Kelly's role in 
New York City charity circles see Ringenbach 1973: 126-29. 

17 Between 1900 and 1920 the number of persons 10 years of age and older gainfully 
employed outside of agriculture rose from 18,691,468 to 30,661,090 (U.S. Bureau of 
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the Census 1904: lxxxviii; U.S. Bureau of the Census 1923: 34). So the unionized 

percentage of the nonagricultural workforce was (roughly) 2% in 1900 and 17% 
in 1920. 

18 Brown does deal briefly with conditions in Milwaukee under a Socialist city govern- 
ment (1913: 305-9). Frank Laubach's study of homeless men in New York is clearly 
written with the IWW in mind. The author opens with a long quotation referring to 
the role of vagabonds in mob violence during the French Revolution: "Vagabonds, 
the rebellious of all classes, 'baton-carriers,' mangy, scurfy, emaciated and savage, 
these were begotten by the abuses of the system, and upon every social sore they 
multiplied like vermin." He then connects this historical allusion to his present 
by commenting, "One cannot read this description without being reminded of the 
'Hoboes' Convention,' [and] the mobs directed by I.W.W. leaders" (1916: 5-6). 

19 Dubofsky, for instance, quotes Parker uncritically in support of a "culture of 

poverty" analysis. He later recanted this interpretation (1988 [1969]: 148-149, v-vii). 
An effective critique of this approach is provided by William Preston (1971). 

20 Parker employed undercover investigators when he directed the CIH (Woirol 1992). 
Parker had some firsthand knowledge of West Coast working conditions: His col- 

lege education was interrupted by three years of wage labor, perhaps due to the 

depression of the 1890s. See The National Cyclopaedia of American Biography, vol. 19 

(1926): 321-22. 
21 This statement raises the question, if investigators were "frontiersmen," were 

workers "Indians"? 
22 On the IWW's use of racial and gendered appeals see Roediger 1994: 127-80. Mills's 

field notes do not comment on the ethnic makeup of the crowd, but in general, West 
Coast migratory workers were said to be primarily native-born whites. 

23 Mary Furner has described the ideological perspective of the CIR as "democratic 

collectivism," a variant of American liberalism distinguished by its vision of an ex- 

panded role for the state as the guardian of nonpartisan "public interest" (Furner 
1990: 244-45). 

24 Speek to William Leiserson, 19 May 1928, Leiserson Papers. 
25 Some laborers eventually put these reports to their own uses. In his unpublished 

journal, Powers Hapgood, at the time another college-graduate-turned-hobo, wrote 
that an IWW member gave him a digest of the final report of the Commission on 
Industrial Relations hoping that it would convince him to join the union. He did not 

join, although he was sympathetic ("Journal," 23-24, Hapgood Papers). 
26 The reports were based on 100 life stories, sometimes called "life histories"; however, 

only about 30 have survived in the unpublished records. 
27 Peterson's life story was published as the "autobiography" of an anonymous worker 

in Commons 1921: 97-103. The field notes on Peterson are in the CIR Microfilm 

Collection, reel 6. 
28 "Case 2. Colby, Kansas, July 7, 1914," CIR Microfilm Collection, reel 6. 
29 On the "crisis of labor turnover" see, among others, Alexander 1916; Slichter 1919; 
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Graziosi 1981; Montgomery 1979: 34-37, 40-44, 116-22; Montgomery 1987: 238- 
39; Gordon et al. 1982. On the related topic of "restriction of output" by workers 
see U.S. Commissioner of Labor 1904. The union focus of this study is exemplified 
by the comment that in the production of open-hearth steel "there is at the present 
time no organization of workmen and no restriction on their output" (237). Later 
studies, especially Mathewson 1931, recognized that unorganized workers restricted 

output in response to irregular employment. Both Slichter 1919 and Mathewson 
1931 are based in part on participant observation. 

30 Fisher held up Henry Ford's personnel policies as a model. Several of the essays in 
this volume of the Annals were originally speeches delivered to important business 

groups such as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce (Nichols), the National Association 
of Manufacturers (Alexander), and the Employment Managers Conference (Fisher). 

References 

Adams, Graham, Jr. (1966) Age of Industrial Violence, 1910-15: The Activities and 

Findings of the U.S. Commission on Industrial Relations. New York: Columbia 

University Press. 

Alexander, Magnus (1916) "Hiring and firing: Its economic waste and how to avoid it." 
Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 65: 128-44. 

Anderson, Nels (1940) Men on the move. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

(1961 [1923]) The Hobo: The Sociology of the Homeless Man (a Study Prepared 
for the Chicago Council of Social Agencies under the Direction of the Committee 
on Homeless Men). Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

(1975) The American Hobo: An Autobiography. Leiden: E. J. Brill. 
Berlanstein, Lenard R., ed. (1993) Rethinking Labor History: Essays on Discourse and 

Class Analysis. Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 

Bjorkman, Frances Maule (1908) "The new anti-vagrancy campaign." American Review 
of Reviews 27: 206-11. 

Brody, David (1980) Workers in Industrial America: Essays on the Twentieth-Century 
Struggle. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Brown, Edwin (1913) "Broke": The Man without the Dime. Chicago: Browne and 
Howell. 

Bruns, Roger (1980) Knights of the Road: A Hobo History. New York: Methuen. 
(1987) The Damndest Radical: The Life and World of Ben Reitman, Chicago's 

Celebrated Social Reformer, Hobo King, and Whorehouse Physician. Urbana: Uni- 
versity of Illinois Press. 

Burbank, Emily (1908) "Josiah Flynt-an impression," in Josiah Flynt, My Life. New 
York: Outing Publishing: 348-55. 

Canning, Kathleen (1994) "Feminist history after the linguistic turn: Historicizing dis- 
course and experience." Signs 19: 368-404. 



Tramp Ethnographers and Narratives of Class 589 

Clifford, James (1988) The Predicament of Culture: Twentieth-Century Ethnography, 
Literature, and Art. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

Clifford, James, and George Marcus, eds. (1986) Writing Culture: The Poetics and Politics 
of Ethnography. Berkeley: University of California Press. 

Commons, John R. (1904) Regulation and Restriction of Output, Eleventh Special Report 
of the Commissioner of Labor. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office. 

(1919) "Introduction," in Sumner Slichter, The Turnover of Factory Labor. New 
York: D. Appleton and Co. 

, ed. (1921) Trade Unionism and Labor Problems, Second Series. Boston: Ginn 
and Co. 

Davis, Michael (1984) "Forced to tramp: The perspective of the labor press, 1870-1900," 
in E. Monkonnen (ed.) Walking to Work: Tramps in America, 1790-1935. Lincoln: 

University of Nebraska Press: 142-70. 

Denning, Michael (1987) Mechanic Accents: Dime Novels and Working-Class Culture 
in America. New York: Verso. 

DiGirolamo, Vincent (1993) "The women of wheatland: Female consciousness and the 
1913 wheatland hop strike." Labor History 34: 236-55. 

Dubofsky, Melvyn (1988 [1969]) We Shall Be All: A History of the Industrial Workers of 
the World. Second Edition. Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 

Duffus, William (1914) "Report to the USCIR: Labor market conditions in the harvest 
fields of the Middle West." U.S. Commission on Industrial Relations Microfilm. 

Frederick, MD: University Publications of America. 

Edwards, P. K. (1981) Strikes in the United States, 1881-1974. Oxford: Basil Blackwell. 

Fink, Leon (1994) In Search of the Working Class: Essays in American Labor History 
and Political Culture. Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 

Fisher, Boyd (1916) "Methods of reducing labor turnover." Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science 65: 144-54. 

Flynt, Josiah (1900) Notes of an Itinerant Policeman. Boston: L. C. Page and Co. 

(1907 [1899]) Tramping with Tramps: Studies and Sketches of Vagabond Life. 
New York: Century. 

(1908) My Life. New York: Outing Publishing. 
Foner, Philip S. (1965) History of the Labor Movement in the U.S. Vol. 4, The Industrial 

Workers of the World, 1905-1917. New York: International Publishers. 

Fraser, Steve (1989) "The 'Labor Question,'" in Steve Fraser and Gary Gerstle (eds.) 
The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, 1930-1980. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

University Press: 55-84. 

Furner, Mary 0. (1990) "Knowing capitalism: Public investigation and the labor ques- 
tion in the long Progressive Era," in Mary O. Furner and Barry Supple (eds.) 
The State and Economic Knowledge: The American and British Experiences. New 
York and Cambridge, U.K.: Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars and 

Cambridge University Press: 274-84. 

Gordon, David M., Richard Edwards, and Michael Reich (1982) Segmented Work, 



590 Social Science History 

Divided Workers: The Historical Transformation of Labor in the United States. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Graziosi, Andrea (1981) "Common laborers, unskilled workers: 1890-1915." Labor His- 

tory 22: 512-44. 

Guha, Ranajit (1983) "The prose of counter-insurgency," in Ranajit Guha (ed.) Writ- 

ings on South Asian History and Society. Subaltern Studies, no. 2. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press: 1-42. 

Hapgood, Powers. Papers. Manuscripts Department, Lily Library, Indiana University, 
Bloomington. 

Katz, Michael B. (1983) Poverty and Policy in American History. New York: Aca- 
demic Press. 

Kelly, Edmond (1908) The Elimination of the Tramp. New York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 

Keyssar, Alexander (1986) Out of Work: The First Century of Unemployment in Mas- 
sachusetts. New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Lacey, Michael J., and Mary O. Furner, eds. (1993) The State and Social Investigation in 
Britain and the United States. Washington, DC: Woodrow Wilson Center Press. 

Laubach, Frank (1916) "Why there are vagrants: A study based on an examination of one 
hundred men." Ph.D. diss., Columbia University. 

Lauck, W. Jett, and Edgar Sydenstricker (1917) Conditions of Labor in American Indus- 
tries: A Summarization of the Results of Recent Investigations. New York: Funk 
and Wagnalls. 

Leiserson, William. Papers. State Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison. 

(1916) "The problem of unemployment today." Political Science Quarterly 31: 
1-24. 

London, Jack (1914) "South of the Slot," in J. London, The Strength of the Strong. New 
York: Macmillan: 34-70. 

Massachusetts Board to Investigate the Subject of the Unemployed (1895) Report, Part II: 

Wayfarers and Tramps (House Document No. 50). Boston: State Printers. 

Mathewson, Stanley B. (1931) Restriction of Output among Unorganized Workers. New 
York: Viking. 

Mills, Frederick C. (1932) Economic Tendencies in the United States: Aspects of Pre-War 
and Post-War Changes. New York: National Bureau of Economic Research. 

Monkkonen, Eric, ed. (1984) Walking to Work: Tramps in America, 1790-1935. Lincoln: 

University of Nebraska Press. 

Montgomery, David (1979) Workers' Control in America: Studies in the History of Work, 
Technology, and Labor Struggles. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

(1987) The Fall of the House of Labor: The Workplace, the State, and American 
Labor Activism, 1865-1925. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

(1993) Citizen Worker: The Experience of Workers in the United States with 

Democracy and the Free Market during the Nineteenth Century. Cambridge: Cam- 

bridge University Press. 



Tramp Ethnographers and Narratives of Class 591 

Nichols, Ernest Fox (1916) "The employment manager." Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science 65: 1-8. 

Oberdeck, Kathryn J. (1996) "Popular narrative and working-class identity: Alexan- 
der Irvine's early-twentieth-century literary adventures." Unpublished paper in 
author's possession. 

Palmer, Bryan (1990) Descent into Discourse: The Reification of Language and the 

Writing of Social History. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

Parker, Carleton (1920) The Casual Laborer and Other Essays. New York: Harcourt, 
Brace and Howe. 

Parker, Cornelia Straton (1919) An American Idyll: The Life of Carleton H. Parker. 
Boston: Atlantic Monthly Press. 

Perlman, Selig (1914) "A plan of an investigation of the IWW and of unskilled and float- 

ing labor." U.S. Commission on Industrial Relations Microfilm, reel 6. Frederick, 
MD: University Publications of America. 

Pinkerton, Allan (1878) Strikers, Communists, Tramps and Detectives. New York: G. W. 

Dillingham. 
Pittenger, Mark (1996) "'What's on the Worker's Mind': The Discovery of Working- 

Class Psychology and the Continuity of Scientific Progressivism" Paper presented 
at the North American Labor History Conference. 

Preston, William (1971) "Shall this be all? U.S. historians versus William D. Haywood, 
et al." Labor History 11: 435-53. 

Reed, Adolph, Jr. (1992) "The underclass as myth and symbol: The poverty of discourse 
about poverty." Radical America 24: 21-40. 

Ringenbach, Paul T. (1973) Tramps and Reformers, 1873-1916: The Discovery of Un- 

employment in New York. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press. 

Rodgers, Daniel T. (1974) The Work Ethic in Industrial America, 1850-1920. Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press. 

Roediger, David (1991) The Wages of Whiteness: Race and the Making of the American 

Working Class. London: Verso. 

(1994) Towards the Abolition of Whiteness: Essays on Race, Politics, and 

Working-Class History. New York: Verso. 

Ross, Dorothy (1991) The Origins of American Social Science. New York: Cambridge 
University Press. 

Salvatore, Nick (1982) Eugene V. Debs: Citizen and Socialist. Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press. 

Schneider, John C. (1982) "Omaha vagrants and the character of western hobo labor, 
1887-1913." Nebraska History 63: 255-72. 

Scott, Joan (1991) "The evidence of experience." Critical Inquiry 17: 773-97. 

Scott, Joan Wallach (1988) Gender and the Politics of History. New York: Columbia 

University Press. 

Slichter, Sumner (1919) The Turnover of Factory Labor. New York: D. Appleton and Co. 



592 Social Science History 

Solenberger, Alice (1911) One Thousand Homeless Men. New York: Charities Publica- 
tions Committee. 

Speek, Peter (1915) "Report on psychological aspects of the problem of floating laborers 
(an analysis of life stories)." U.S. Commission on Industrial Relations Microfilm. 

Frederick, MD: University Publications of America. 

(1917) "The psychology of the floating workers." Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science 69: 72-78. 

Stallybrass, Peter, and Allon White (1986) The Politics and Poetics of Transgression. 
Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press. 

Stanley, Amy Dru (1992) "Beggars can't be choosers: Compulsion and contract in post- 
bellum America." Journal of American History 78: 1265-93. 

Stiff, Dean [Nels Anderson] (1930) The Milk and Honey Route: A Handbook for Hobos. 
New York: Vanguard Press. 

Symons, Arthur (1908) "Introduction," in Josiah Flynt, My Life. New York: Outing 
Publishing: xi-xxi. 

Thompson, Fred, and Patrick Murfin (1977) The I.W.W., Its First Seventy Years (1905- 
1975). Chicago: Industrial Workers of the World. 

U.S. Bureau of the Census (1904) Special Reports: Occupations at the Twelfth Census, 
1900. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office. 

(1923) Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. Vol. 4, Population, 1920: 

Occupations. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office. 
U.S. Commission on Industrial Relations, 1912-1915: Unpublished Records of the Divi- 

sion of Research and Investigation: Reports, Staff Studies, and Background Research 
Materials (1985). Microfilm Collection. Frederick, MD: University Publications of 
America. 

U.S. Commissioner of Labor (1904) Eleventh Special Report, Regulation and Restriction 
of Output. Washington, DC: Government Printing Office. 

Veblen, Thorstein (1934 [1899]) The Theory of the Leisure Class: An Economic Study 
of Institutions. New York: Modern Library. 

Williams, Whiting (1920) What's on the Worker's Mind: By One Who Put on Overalls to 
Find Out. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 

(1925) Mainsprings of Men. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 
Woirol, Gregory (1992) In the Floating Army: F C. Mills on Itinerant Life in California, 

1914. Urbana: University of Illinois Press. 
Wren, Daniel A. (1987) White Collar Hobo: The Travels of Whiting Williams. Ames: 

Iowa State University Press. 

Wyckoff, Walter A. (1898a) The Workers: An Experiment in Reality, the East. New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons. 

(1898b) The Workers: An Experiment in Reality, the West. New York: Charles 
Scribner's Sons. 


	Article Contents
	p. [559]
	p. 560
	p. 561
	p. 562
	p. 563
	p. 564
	p. 565
	p. 566
	p. 567
	p. 568
	p. 569
	p. 570
	p. 571
	p. 572
	p. 573
	p. 574
	p. 575
	p. 576
	p. 577
	p. 578
	p. 579
	p. 580
	p. 581
	p. 582
	p. 583
	p. 584
	p. 585
	p. 586
	p. 587
	p. 588
	p. 589
	p. 590
	p. 591
	p. 592

	Issue Table of Contents
	Social Science History, Vol. 21, No. 4 (Winter, 1997), pp. 455-594
	Volume Information [pp.  593 - 594]
	Front Matter
	President's Address
	The Tocqueville Problem: Civic Engagement in American Democracy [pp.  455 - 479]

	Trends and Determinants of Adult Mortality in Early New England: Reconciling Old and New Evidence from the Long Eighteenth Century [pp.  481 - 519]
	The First Phase of the Empire State's "Triple Transition": Banks' Influence on the Market, Democracy, and Federalism in New York, 1776-1838 [pp.  521 - 558]
	Crossing Class Boundaries: Tramp Ethnographers and Narratives of Class in Progressive Era America [pp.  559 - 592]
	Back Matter





