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—Raving-maniacs;+ssuicidal melancholics-
alcoholicpsychopathics+<:24 hours-a-day-of-
constant uneasiness in a ward full-of madmen-
... stories of alleged “railroading” and illegal
detention, one of which I investigated. This
is the daily life of aninmate of Kankakee State
Hospital¥or the Insane. B, i
-Morning;-Sunday morning; dawned bright:- Spar—
rows chirped outside the barred windows of the bed-

es-of.

““These i ' tate-t pitat-for at-Kankek ‘--, Y-
~——=ground-purote—TF la—eh—rﬁmm
“fiberty"” when, while on ground parole, he began legal-battle for freedom. .

room I shared with 11 other patients. T-had siept;
pretty well, except for i startling awakening when'
My, Flslxer, the blind man in ‘the bed across from'_
me, had screamed in the middle of the night!: .

_ “Let me out of here! Get me my clothes' rn:
‘pay! -Tet mego-homel” — - ; s

«

'Allowed to Dress . o

~ With morning, Y.femembered my-. detetmmation to. ﬁgm:ﬁ
7out some way of hearing Oscar’s—story from_his_own lips
“and ‘Tnvestigating -3t when 1 1eft the hospitst, —Osoar, Y i
been told by another patient, was a real victimi of “railroading,”:
I determined to cultivate the thin-faced, garrulous httl\;
man, who was doing %emans duty as an assistant to - th
attendants, -serving food, caring for blind #hd helpless -
Fisher, ehanging bed linen for untidy patients.
After breakfast of oatmesl, milic,s . .
Fread “the StUft they use at Kanka- | -
_& for butter, and a - concoction
\IedCofen, & BUFPIINE WaE BI=|
od,

. Our clothes ‘had “come
romy, the- marking-yeom;-and-
those -wha _were able. L Ol

ieTe I Teund v
sheoes and -h
with the -sgend, “John
‘I‘Efs Tt*was explaine¢

P teot--the-—o
\also- aided in. ldenmy
tient who might
ervation,
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“RAILROADED

THE MAD
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WHERE TIMES REPORTER WAS HELD IN MADHOUSE

»m KANKAKEE,~

Lo

- {Cgutinwed from page $)
plyen mwrey for newspapers md )

- C

— cigarets.
T The clofﬁ%‘ TOOM man, tTgmunK

..... TAhe E T S6Uth Side; he was & Vet~|~
eran of four or five commitments
to the hoapital Qonvemucm showed

e

Bed with his lot.

A chronic alcoholic, who was giv-
e —frettwhen-he

——-gm—to-TRinipg a - litte:

was lit up, Johnny escaped the first
..douple of tigmes he was committed
- Booner of Wter Be would wind up

in the same predicament, and find]
—hirmself In Chicago Psychopathic

poapital awaiting another trip “down
- the river.* .

“You won't- ¢atch me walking

oat of bere again,” he confided
“Whal's the use? IUs hell to get &
Job up in Chi pow. "All there ig ta

f@hmMmmmm
= up-here. - Pye been bebaving thiy

time. They gave me a ground pa-
role, which lets me go out and
around as much as I please.

oelock]

-t night, but your ged used to that”
Qutside the clothes room I made
the acquaintance of “Weepin' Wil-

from a downstale cfly. KAk rear
my lay mind could figure Willie out,
Jhe l.z a kymhom:ﬂac Life for him

: iment after another.

“SHat Willie is mot the confidential]

type of sick man. Oh, no! Willie
eries for all the world to hear.
“Boo Boo. I'm so sick. I can't
—eal; too-boo- I can't sleep; boo hoo,
“Yme so miserable.
#¢ mineradie, boo hoo. Everybody
roakes fum of me. I can't eat. I
- can't sieep. My rheumatism iz so

M boo oo, All I can do is ery,
Voo oo oy B
_*Blue Eagle’

’Emulates Monkey
TBETE WAE Bhly 6hs om“"th?ng 5 a0

{38 to
\'.hue md of the 150—

—YAmen) WHong

A paper boy arfved and 1 had the

latest mews from Chicago. Numer-

Coous requests for “seconds” on the

o pEper grested mry purchase. It was
. while dividing up the paper that I
came in contact with “Blue Eagle.”

-*Blue Hagle” was a lad cecupying

- #&-ped across from the lullaby-croon-
_ing Itakian, He spent most ef the

—-day sheeping, or hanging on, moukey
tashion, to the rungs at the foot of
his bed.

T A2 1 passed him thia morning, he

td«dxemed me for the— first time.

TE

e Wille ja about 85, 8 blg Swedé]

Nobody was ever

t ball-|
hil

ulous to a fault.in the laboratory.
Everything must be just so. I ex-
amined him after long observation.

I.considered bim_gane and sound of
miad.” - v

In Chicago.l called on some of
hig fellow workers, talked to his su-

perfors. None of them seemed to
think

think—that-

LBul. THUURN O
troubles for {he time.

- WAYS good. for 8.ci
jwas soft.

hospital,

about the ward at will. I was being

- 1looked upon a8 a philagthropist by

less. fortunate inmates. I was al-

OF._B. CIEALY -
1 could.nt help it. It

My next trip to the “smoke-house
igave me-my opportunity-to meet
tOscar H——. He was BWAY-+
at a pipe, while he read from a huge
book. 1 stole & look ut"the volume
while he made a penciled entry in
a amall notebook. “A Racial His-
tory. of Mankind” read the title,

In classroom tones OSCar ex-
plained his study when I inquired
about his “heavy” reading. Not only
did- helaunch. into_an lsnation

5 - L0 used to s'poﬂ my own smoke to see
SE B kD e g—stubs -off —--
5 m;um: Lmlct,.uroom ,ﬂoon,,.,\ ,,,,,,,
= AT L2 S “Regulars” warned me n.geunsn
* e - = - {the ever present danger of the stool
_TIMES Reporter Frank Smith was qngﬂed to 12-bed room (1) when he first entered state: hoo- F"E’gj‘m b b le. Gasr ik
pital for insane at en " Tater was C(ransterted to \e-rooﬁl‘“‘?f)””ﬁm “ASSth W told me. A
- T promised t6 be careful.
Tspent-a week Tu-w madhouse once: — [olerk's office 15 the~ of-higtht iby-at-th t time... The....Di ing .the f! escapes

pet
wife, Mabel, to subject him to &
sanity-hearing. It -was. filed_Sept.
20,.1934, accompanied hy a month- ]
old letter from a University of Chi-
cago doctor stating Oscar was 8
parancid with maniac trends, a pos-
sible. menace_to His family, and &

|nuisance to the community. |

1aibla

A writ of 1nquisition was issued
the same day by a judge sitting in

feut ke traced my probable lneage |y,
from sthe Cro-Magnon period down

through the struggling dayl of my
torbears in Ireland.

and £

cago until his court hearing Sept. 27.
A commission of two reputable
doctors. waa later” nnmin'pd by the

county court, ordering Oscar seized
with AhE-HeEeE oI tngs a9l

department for the ifisane in Cht- Tt was cledrly @ cane ‘o incom=]

court decided that he was sane and
Hegally -detained; despite-the -hos-]
[pitut's—objections that he wag a-PioL
dangerous paranoid. While the
judge had the case under advise-
ment, Od§car's parole was taken
away and he was lo¢ked up in- the
receiving ward.”

Both doctors who rendered expert
tesumony for Oscar told me they

from the grounds, one of my new
| pals_said the genteel way to accom-
| plish this Wis With™a niaster key,
opening any door in the institution.

“Keys?" I questioned.

"Sure,” answered my Houdini
friend.. “T'l get you one for a doi-
lar.” I put in my order and waited.

Do innntm escape from the
_overcrowded - Hankakée Stato

idered -him-s:

patibility,” said one of them.
“I saw qunte a bnt of Oscar,”
the

T gdn't léam muchﬂ?oums al-
leged “railroading’’ that day, but
later we had long talks and I heard
bsvemen@f what had hg.ppened.

Tells of Fight

to Leave Asylum

According to Oscar's story, he was
[Ulegally Committed through the
machinatéons of his wife? Family
difficulties, constant bickering, had
paved the way, he related. By sub-
terfuge, he 2aid, he was induced to
vigit a psychiatrist at the Univer-
sity of ‘Chicago., He'was subjected
to ohservation withs the result that
a month later he was ordered into
sourt for. a sanity hearing. He saig:

1 didn't think enything of-it. I
had .to go. BUT what could the
judge do exé¢ept find me sane?

"

~—-t+had Jpever-had any - troublen my|

life. For years I had been a clerk in

po.FLom;e _in Chicago. They-ought-
toknow if I was crazy.
My

nntn

wanted wis to be left alone to study
and read in the library I had fitted
yp in my bome on the south side.
The social service workers aided my

wife i getling me put away.
“After the judge;“@cting on the
recommendations of twW§ examining
doctors, found me-insane,they sent
me down bew I've been here since
Bept. .28, 1 The fupny thing 18
that I w given a ground parole
shortly after I arrivéd:-I worked in
the hospital laboratory. Is that any
place to put a crazy man who might
want to kill someone? But _now
s> habeas. liug#_

“What,” he asked me, “do you think

" “do T think
] iz? ‘Well, 'm not a0
m What would you say it ia?”
I thimk; e rephled,—the—Blue
» Fagle is an electric airplane. Didya

1Judge Issues Writ

the—regitry —division—of—the -main

court to-examine the. prisoner phys»
ically and mentally. On the ap-
pointed day, the comimisgion report-
ed him to be "insane, & fit person

considered ccccnmc.

pital-" wilh. . muster—- keys, -
bought-for $f "each? - Frank °
Smith tells you about that gag
in Mondays TIMES, Read this

" @ramafic story of tho state’s

wards In the TIMES every day.. |~

He was metie-

Ttobe seT to a state hospital for-the

insane.”

His diseaas was —disgnosed as
“mii sctuzophrenla " This was
crossed off on the commission find-
ing, and “paranoid demeéntia prae:
cox” was substituted. Osgpar was,
cemmitted to Kankakee on Sept. 28,
163%.

After months ot wamng m: re-
lease, he contacted lawyéts and -be-

on & writ of habeas corpus. On file
with. Joseph Tolson,- the Circuit
tion filed Aprit 17, 1935, on behalt
of Oscar by Attys. Noel A. Diamond
and Edward Drolet of Kankakee. It

I

gan 'his fight to “spring’’ bimsglf |

court .clerk of Kankakee, i8 & peti- |

‘Bets Torth that The petitioner, Oscar ||

CLEARANCE

Men’s Sport Shoes

>~

AT 118 W. VAN BUREN ST.

that- OSCAr--Was. ever-lnsane,. ...

Back in thé
N I was enjoying my new
Ttreedom,  NOW THAL T Had Clothes
and shoes, I “was ableto wander —

(H., b yeara _old. wasa_committed,
restrained and imprisoned in Kan-
kakee State hospital; that prior to
This commitment -he had always con-
rdueted -himself-in-a-highly

and supervision for a great number
of-years;-that-he was always-péace-
ful and quiet tn manner; that his
commitment arose chiefly -through
family dxﬂicumes,and controversies
with his wife; that his restraint and
imprisonment were illegal; that he

and discharge from the hospital.
Judge Frees Him
from Madhouse

Also on ﬁle are three amdavit.s

rpus-hea e
fore Judge Saum,- downcown, they
have me locked up.”

1had ¥

manner, fulfilling positions “of “Erust | T

prayed for a writ of habeas corpus

6 000 PAI

£
post -oftice, gtatii; they Knew qua.r
and worked with him for years,.and
isited him at Kankakee during
December, 1934, and January, 1935,

to Seize Oscar

L

—ever Dolice—the electricity spouting
Gt of its wing? That's what it is,
electric airplane. That's why I
sleep in the day. If I go to sleep at
- might they tum the electricity on
Iy beds-prmga I tool them. I stay
aAwake
“He smﬂed<

He was bappy. He

was !oolmg_"th_gm.“ ]; gouldn t Help|,

Oscar explalned to rge his fight
to be freed from the madhouse. He
-told me -of the nearing on-April 18,
1935, before Judge Claude N. Saum
of the Circuit dourt of Kankakee.
He related for me the testimony of

v hiswifeand 6f thé hospital officials |

who sought to prevent his release.

—I-tad seenina

- Book (yes, I read. a book). “There

Urink Dryden wrote that, Maybe he

Two.local-dbetora, he:said,—bad—ex=|
amined him and testified that he
wa_he_wmw

the eue ﬂnder a.dvhement.

count

ably every newspaper reporter hear-{
ing those tales has wished at some
time or other that he could uncover
Buch o case, strike g stout blow for
justice,

After hearing Oscar's story, 1
made & silent vow to spare no.ef-
fort in learning the truth_of hig as-.
sertion. That he was eccentric,
talkative, was ungues.

Lng'mTWa ingane, t‘purmmd Os-
| car. made.a-goeod—

h m%m ?"x'f‘m"fh
ag T es of ral ad-

and believed mm I -

At the hearing days later, two
local doctors testified as to his san-
ity. The hospital, represented by
Dr.' Robert Smith,  superintendent,
and his assistant,. Dr. George W.

Parrish, opposed his release, assert-

Morrow, and State’'s Atty., Varnum,

witness—for hi

nelf, denymg mental.- ~disorder

mistreat;nent of hls wife His wif
calied toth

A weel a.tter 1 lett the
Judge T);'umulmng

a.dhouse,
mtha of

ing Oscar sane, and otdcrlng him
discharged from the hospital.. .
Interviewed later; Atty. Dlamond
had this td say:
-“We ‘'wanted- to ﬂght this on..the
hmzin of an uletml commltmgm. at

consideration, signed an order find- |

Conslsfing of Incom p lete Lines
Gathered from Other O-G Stor s for ..°

v
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