By Vzwan S Toy

AVING been out “of high school for five -
ypars, I suspected there might be a few

schoo] I worried about A ttmg in. Would I wear the = Here are a fow s scenes ftom my scbool day on Friday, V

. right clothes? Would I say the ngbt things? Would the - Sept. 12, about midway through my three Weeks

:kids like me? Would I look stupid in gym class infront Teachers’ names are real, but students’ names have

of the boys? =~ T e —been changed since they dldn ’t lmow they were talking -
In class, I worried about not sounding dumb but ;@_,taa;eporter. —

hanges when I returned tliis Tall for three
t Get 4 sense of what blgb scbool

changed, girls were wearing a lot more’ makeup and
practically all the girls (and some boys) used styling
mousse in their hair.

-~ On the academic side, it seemed as if less were ex-

-pected of the students than when I was in school. Ques-

*-Sure enaugh the styles and musical preferences had

bout not sounding too smart. I beslwted each time I
a o ] HE 745 a. m warmng bell rmgs ]ust as | pass

On orie hand, my weeks at St. Francis made ‘me Iong to 89'3 my books.
for the.relatively carefree days of high school life. On - My homework. ia iri pretty good shape I spent an

the other hand, they made me realize how lucky I am to hout last night finishing what I couldn’t handle in
have the teenage years behind me. study hall and at the end of classes.

tions on tests and ir classrooms required answers that

~ usually could be lifted right out of textbooks with little -

- analysis. Homework rarely took more than 1% hoursto

complete each night.
-The kids of St. ancxs bowevet were savvy in dif-

ferent ways. They could talk about the responsibilities. -

- of working 35-hour weeks at part-time jobs. And they
knew how to get by with the little time they had for
schoolwork.
p&ﬁté@cboo[ in Andover, Mass., but I didn’t have dlf-
ficulty passing as a high school senior since I am only
23 and look younger. I attended classes daily, did
homework, took tests, went to football games and to a
school dance.

The St. Francis School Board and superintendent
o approved my stay at the high school, with the condition
that the principal and my six teachers be informed that
I was a reporter from The Milwaukee Journal. Stu-
dents were told only that I was.a transfer student from
New York.
Bemg at St. Francis dredged up emotions that I'm
sure are universal to anyone leo ever has been to high

Study halls in
the library at St.
. Francis High
School— &
————sometimes-§
provide the
chancetopass [
notes.
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“concerns~the

joins in on the
classes, the

cavorting

- In the hallways -
- between classes,
students meet
., friends briefly
and release tension.




. Classes today are-shortened by five minutes to end who worries about not being in my seat when the bell ., About five minutes before the bell rings, kids start -
- the school day at 2 p.m. so that class meetings can be rings? But, somehow, they manage to-be in their seats m to leave. A few of the girls pull out their
held. . ) . when the bell rings at 7:50. o : %/kompa‘ctg a}d powder their cheeks or touch up
There aren’t very matiy"people in the hallway this  Every Friday is “reading day” in English class. Td” lipstick. Some_boys comb their already well-co
morning, just a few stragglers like myself and the few. get us in the habit of reading books other than text- hair. I wonder if my hair looks all right. -
8 who linger by their lockers until the last possi- books, Mrs. McDermott had us check out library books : )
ute almost eve ing. Some of these happy at the beginning of the year. Instead of reading from

couple:
b

: 53 Shour wEllE S A
. . Almost all the girls are readinghfo;!;l;‘ce novels with ‘tion as the day’s lunch menu and locations for the. -
Language arts IV — A few jocks are talking outside names like Did You Hear What Happened to Andrea?  fternoon class meetings are announced.
the c.lassroolp,' bi'ding their time. I feel a little gilly or One Summer in Between or To Take a Dare. A lot of We’re supposed to be studying in the library, but dis-
trooping straight intb the clasaroom. Am I the only one the boys are reading Stephen King horror novels. ruptions abound. Sue passes notes to me from the table
oo . . . : Continued:

i
on a homemade, nine-hole course on the
school’s front lawn. Here freshmen Laurel Bird and
Cindy Germanson (writing) keep score.

Photog}apb y by Jim Gehrz
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“SCHOOL _

 next to mine. We have to be cagey T)ecause if Mrs

- McDerinott catches us she’s gtre to ‘el at us. We're |

- safe, however, because she’s spendmg most of the peri-
od watchmg over three “220 girls,” minority students’

- bused in from Milwaukee under the Chapter 220 deseg- |,

‘zegatlomprogmm_ﬂlhey are | slttmg at the otheLemLof 34

~the room and making a lot of noi

over with.” I ask her what she’s doing after school and
- deftly drop the note on her desk on the way to the
- magadine .rack. Sue doesn’t have time to answer

“-though, 80 as the bell rings she says, “T’ll give this back |

to you when I see you inthe hall.”

ue writes in a note, “I can’t wait untll ‘this day is -

always goes through the. aisles checking our homework
publicly humiliating us-for our mistakes We-just- laugh~
itoff. -

I offer 1 to show her my answers. “I owe yoii one,” she

v

for me.
Mr. Bretzel gives us a 15 minute quiz. Afterwards, he
goes through our next assignment and then lets us work
on our homework till the end of the hour Everyone
gets right to work.
After a while, Terry turns around and tells me about
a job she’s going to apply for after school. She shows
- me other referrals she has gotten from the guidance of-
fice: buslng I;ables workmg as a cashier,

l 31 St Batness'f £
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EVERYDAY LOW, FRICES!

Sdpplies
Limited

ﬂme—lmhehelIweyat—St—Frencls—pﬂnclpalS!ev&Gkonlawskl talks-with-a'student:

Terry sxghs and says, “My mom’s making
job because she’s on this kick that.she had
when she was in school, go I should, too.”

While Mr. Bretzel is in the computer lab helpmg
some other students, Nina screams across the room to
Mark, “Beth wants-to go to Boston Umverslty"’ Every-
one expresses shock and dismay.

“In my dreams,” says Nina, with some envy. Nina

me get a -
to work

- says that she plans to go to the Umverslty of Wmconsn
— Madison, because she, like most of the lkids, is8 a]
“palled at the hefty price tags attached to privat

colleges

® ¥ %

Phymcal education — On the way to the gym, Su
calls out to me and hands me the note we were passin

dunng study hall. She has intricately folded it into a
Continue
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g ew Fashion ining Room
on Approved Credit Group designed with Old -
- 6 Months Free Layaway  Fashioned Amerjcan Pride.
"See a fabul fabuloun du:flay of wood The family will gather; yfully on- -
pedestals & tables in  any occasion around 42266° ,
rounds, ovnls and- dining table. Featuring a_high -

hnn

ressure-laminato-mar-resistant

Tamara Mayberry, a senlor, chats with reporter Vivian Toy during lunch.

gswivel sets in a wide va.nety of
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arrow form. It takes me a while to unfold it,

Sue writes about how she miglit have to stay
after school to take a test because she was absent
yesterday. She also says she has to get home and

help pack the van because she's going up porth

for the weekend. She ends the note by wxshmg
me & nice'weekend.

Sue was one of the first people to notice me a8

a new transfer student and to make me feel wel-
come. I smile as I refold the note and stuff it inte
one of my folders.

After we get our golf clubs, Tina, Ellen and I
head out onto the homemade golf course on the
front lawn of the school. The class breaks up
into groups of three or four to play the nine
holes. .

Ofmumethegroummeansegfegawdbyaex .

3 ™E ﬂwp. mchs')ounﬂAL/

RED'S “Wﬁﬁaﬁgﬂimrunuwm

MON: thru FRI. 9:30-9:00
SAT. 9:30-5:30
SUN. 11:00-5:00

8700 W. BROWN DEER — 354-6262

- The boy#’ teams all try to show off and play

through.

We hack away at the ball haphaznrdly, forget-
ting all the things the teacher has told us. We
giggle nervously each time we send the ball a
meager 2-or 3 yards.

Then when we see the teacher approaching us
to check our form, we tey our best to look .
diligent.

% 3 B

Lunch — T1m and Peggy talk about starting a ~
drama club. There are no drama courses-or
school p]aya at St. Francis. Tim bemoans the
fact that since he works after school this year, he

- hardly has time for anything. But he 8ayB he still
wants to see a drama club established.
“Nobody ever uses the little theater,” he com-

Gerald Wesolowsk| teaches an American government class,
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and Peggy apparently tned to get  three blackboards full of notes yesterday and -
- something going last year, too, there are.another two pages worth today. _you?” the teacher rephes. “You'd say, ‘Oh fine
' Linda was at'a cross-country meet in Alpme “My hand is falling off,” Bob.complains. . = -~ slide it mto 0 your notebook and forget abo@»:t
Valley last night. She proudly shows ds the = “Ms. Bahling, why don t you put it on a piece - right?”-
medal she won and we congratulate her. She  of paper and copy it for us?” Meg suggests
—tella'us she didn’t get Hiome until pm;though, — —
harely leaving her txme todo homework -

| ST S

Spamslz IV — The first thmg M. Scherman
+.does i8 collect our homework asgignments. He [
gets to Linda, and she meekly tells him she
doesn’t have it. Mr. Schermanglve&her until-the_|
end of the day to turn it in; after which he will
. deduct a grade for each day 1t is late She Just

Jennifer Mattson (foreground) concentrates
during American government class

Afterward we sing sengs and then eat Argen-
tinian sweets that Peggy has brought to class for
us. There are only seven of us in this class, which
gives us the luxury of doing all kinds of fun
things.

We don’t get to the “dulce de leche,” a cara-
mel spread. So Peggy suggests that Mr. Scher-
man serve it to his next classes. But he hesitates,
“I don’t know; freshmen can be impossible.” As
well-seasoned seniors, we agree with him.

* oz %

——Algebra II— Mr. Briselden-is out sick for the
--second day in a row. He has left work sheets

- for us. .

1 feel a little bit sorry for the substitute teach-
er, who isn’t even a math teacher. The class is -
disruptive. There’s a lot of chatter, people
turned around in their seats, talking, across
aisles.

The sub tries to help us by asking for answers
to the first question after-we-have been working
for a while.

“Why did you put that answer?” he asks. And
he gets responses like, “Umm, it looked good.”

These kids obviously have much more energy
than they let on when Mr. Brigelden is'in charge.
With 10 minutes td* go in the class, most books

9861 '9Z 139220/ TYNUNOF JIXNVATINTHL '

books, reading magazines, talking and laughing.
“The sub has surrendered.
i * %
Famxly lmng — Some kids complain about

having to take too many notes. We had to copy

-
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.. turniture and cabinetry systems

téen‘ums systems offer an exciting, con-"

temporary addlllm to your home. r fur-

and cabinetry feature durabie
and

- gplits us up into groups to devise ldeal family

783-4933

3585 north 124th st / brookfieid

tochline beds, dressers, desks, wal
systems, kitchens and bathrooms are at
home in every room.

techline is made in Wisconcinand .
techline io at home. -

Call for our complete catalag or
visit our new showroom for some

personalized design services.

- Two blocks south of Capftol.
. MIF 1Q~S‘ISIL 10-4/8un. 12-4

of income, what type of housing does it have? -
Most students don't take the assignment very

. seriously. Only one of the five groups actually

produces anything worthwhile.

One group chooses the Bronx as their home-

housing. We-all- chuckle at their presentation.
Ms. Bahling laughs it off &nd goes o

the groups disband. We talk right over the an-

* nouncements as we renrrange desks mto ‘orderly

rows. )
LI ] &

the next -

that’s all.” Then she
_moving away from the podium, enveloped in
“ cheers and applause. She’s the kind of girl every-

sltmucm*wyhmmgwﬁiﬁﬁmmﬁem——onehkesmd some- envy—Shemt&always looks—
- how many are in our ideal family, what's its level

put together, ever cheerful and pleasant. :
After the speeches, Mr. Okoniewski dlscusses

_student councxl topics. The council has designat-

"ed Sweatsuit Day and Red and White Day for

- . later this month and: has begun plans for home-
My-| gronp—plays—hot—potam-mth our-answer —C
- sheet because no one wants tobe spokesperson. -

oming. .
Mr. Okomewsln asks about other possxble
theme days. The clasg shouts down some student

: community, names the type of neighborhood ag - council suggestions, which- include Nerd-Day-
“a.slum .and chooses tents to be their type of

(“We have enough nerds already! Who wants to
be -a nerd?!) and Pajama 'Day (“That’ :
stupid!”). .

claasﬂbmmmm sugges Fma!rﬂ@yand

and “To-ga! To-ga :

- We also ask for a powder puff footbail game
(Ms, Bahling, the student council adviser, tol
ug earlier this week that s powder puff game was
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HUGE SELECTION

Clags meetmg v The geniors pile’ mto the lit-

tle theater for theu' clana meetmg Everyone sits

txon in the front of the room and the freaks (kids
who everyone assumes drink and do drugs) fill
an entire row near the back.

The noise level is pretty high until Mr. Okon-
iewski, the principal and the senior class adviser,
opens tbe meeting.

Candidates for various class offices ebep up to
the podium to speak. Each says that he or she

wants to serve the class and try to improve the -

school, except for one boy. who gets up and

shouts out, “No comment.’ " He gets a big round -

of applause

One big concern is getting back the vending
machines that were eliminated last year. The
machines apparently were vandalized frequently
and constantly getting jammed.

Of course, the cutest girl in the parade of po-
tential class officers gets the most rowsing ap-
plause and support. Even the freaks hoot and
howl for her.

All she says is, “I was an officer last year and '

‘school, Tre-enter the real world.

not being consjdered this year because of trouble
mth alcohol and geneml mwdmesa at last year 8.

was any drmkmg or trouble "It ust've been
last year’s seniors.”) |

We cheer when Mr. Okoniewski saya he wﬂl
report our requests to the council and adjouma
the meeting. s

It is 2:30 p.m.

Some kids head toward the gym to get ready
for football or volleyball practice.

Others hang out in the parking lot or near the
back of the building, smoking, talking, trying to

- decide what to do on the weekend. |

Most kids, though, stream out toward the bus
stop or to their cars and bikes to head hOme or
‘to their after-school jobs.

The day is finally over. A sense of relief wash-
es over me as I march out the front doors of the
school, leaving behind the sounds of locker doors
slammmg and hundreds of Aneakered feet shuf-
fling down 4 narrow hall. -

Out of the sheltered and ordered world of hxgh

 Reporterand friends view the school's firet football game of the season.

TN,




