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A schiool is really only a series’of

relationships -based on trust.
Fracturing that trust affects stu-

dents, parents, teachers, the school *

district, and even the pubhc image
of the city. Tribune reporter Le;
+Linthicum has threatened |

brmgs to her- series of
the ob)ecttvny of a journajist bura
series of preconceptiony: about.
quality education, She K&s, in fact,
preconceived notions’of the somal
- order teenagers ruct- for
themselves, of how tea rs should
manage- classrooms,~-and of how .
and what they should:teach. Her
notions oolhde hxgh-schoak
realities; and shepaints a negative
portrait of'welﬂned words, de-
liberate orhissions, and dramatized
events _taken out of context. Her
limited, knowledge hampers her.
She knows little not only of such’
mundane things as state and dis-
TTrict graduation requirements but
also of philosophical concepts
grounded in basic research on
curriculum, instructional
strategies, and stgges l\?{fs hﬁﬁx
_development In short
cum Eas expeneﬁ “education
- xsolely as & student. Unknowingly,
_shé ellows glimpses of a complex
“reality: of an educational system
deliberately constructed within
legal guidelines to meet the needs
_of a'heterogeneous student body, of
a soéfety which permits diversity,

The Eidorado High
Tribune’s “Undercovi
Albuguerque

e Ji

hool faculty has réacted to The
Student” geries with a preparéd. 4 .
statement read-by Principal Robert Daugherty to the -
of Education and through
Daugherty’s—appearance on a television- pmgr&m

The transcripts of both are printed here. Di
also bas.agreed to.an Interview with ’I‘he Tribune, and
it will be: published In the near future.

The principal said he found reporter Leslle L
Linthienm’s™ storles accurate, but he questioned her

B

reladons skills to create and main-

tain "a purpbseful, meaningful
claés-room environment.

Schools sre one of the only in-
stitutions.in soclety which are not
volun! éffective. éompre-
hensive hlgh school must ‘tailor

- programs for students varying

Wlder in both ability and interest.

about-the quality of

quallfl

reponed In the articles.

gtion. .He ﬁetended the teaching techniques—

Daug he particularly regretted that names
" ‘were ised In the series, and he stated his bellef that
Eldorado is-an excelleut high scboal

pre] sratory students body to a:-
much more heterogeneous popula-
tion with broader needs and in-
terests.. The public_schdols have
moved from educating the elite to
educating the majority.

Eldorado recognizes and encour-
ages lndlvxduahty and diversity
among.its students. Group identity
is a basic need of mankind; it is a
particularly strong need among
teenagers. While the reporter rec-

. ognizes that “(1)ike génerations of
high school students before them,
Eldorado studerfts are keenly con-
cerned about their social identi-
ties,” she fails to reco the
positive connotations of situa-
tion. The school has created a

“home” for all kinds of students,
allowing diverse social identifica-
tions to co-exist with relatively
little friction. As in society at large,
students identify zhemse]ves, as
Ms Lmt.hlcum notes, as “jocks” ol
or_other groupings she
faﬂed to detect. Most,

and beer;“which are acquired from
adultsoff-campus ratherthan from
students at school. The school does

reat deal to” combat the
av lability and attraction of
drugs. Distriburion resuits in ex-
pulsion. Use results in three-day
suspension and a parent confer-
ence. The, school provides drug
abuse education and information in
practical arts classes so_that stu
dents can make informed choices,
but it cannot create moral fiber.
Counseling and referral service
are available for those who
them.

Campus aldes perform a difficult
function in monitoring student be-
havior outside the classroom. They
deliberately avoid:- hostile con-
frontations where possible and
maintain for the most part amiable
relations with the students. The
fact that they are not feared does
not mean they are not respected.

Neither does confrontation in the

however,” classroom promote an atmosphere

of teachers who.vary the educatio- prefer to-be known as Eldorado conducive to learning. A primary

nal fare presented to students and
6 couch discipline in human
derstanding.
The academic, athletic, and ex-
tfacurricular achievements of El-
dorado stude are legion. This
well-documented record belies the
reporter's perception of an “undis-
ciplined atmodphere”; these
achievements are, in fact, the:re-
wards of an orderly, disciplined,

__ and purposeful educational en-

vironment.

High school is not a baven from
reality. It is a reflection of reality.
It is'reality, a microcosm of soci-
“1 ety. It expresses community

values as revealed in political deci-
t‘smns and mandates. It was man-
dated that Eldorado be a large
school. As with all public decisions,
this one has both advantages and
drawbacks. The school has a wide
range of courses to serve multiple

interests and -ability levels, a di-

verse staff, and a large and com-

prehensive extracurricular activi-
ties program. The disadvantages
include "a ceTtaim Fnomym:
among both students and staff. The
diversity offered is also a reflection

“of the change in population in

public schools in the twentieth

century from a college-

students. By far the majority do
not choose to identify themselves
exclusively with one group. Social
divisions at Eldorado are fluid, and
students’ move easily among
groups.

“ The articles’ description of
teenagers and drugs becomes a
blanket condemnation of a genera-
tion. The reporter deals with
stereotypes of mindless, pleasure-
seeking studénts — who, un-
accountably, have an Lm)iresslve
record of achievement in
academic,—athletic, and perfor-
ming fields. Infact, some students
use drugs, and many do not. Druy

are a source of real concern ffr
schools and parents alike. Parénts
would like to think that drugs dn
campus can be prevented. They
cannot. If drugs can be smuggled
in large quantities into maximpm-
security prisons, it is not surprisiglg .
that they can -be brought offto
high-school! campuses—~ In Aact,
many of Ms. Linthicum's’ most
inflammatory remarks deal with

YQY—BCKWIQQQHK'*H er—than _on-

campus during nights and

weekends. Drugs are not rampant
at Eldorado. The drug situation is
definitely improving. There are
fewer hard drugs, but more alcohol

concern of every teacher is to
foster the educational climate.
While confrontation by a teacher
may in some cases be the appropri-
ate response, there are generally
better ways than coercion to han-
dle classroom disciplime. Student
behavior is a reflection of level of
development. It fhay also mirror
situations the student contends
with outside the classroom. Better
teachers are aware of student
“backgro home ~environ:
ment which may emerge in clas-
sroom behavior. Punitive actions
from a teacher may be completely
inappropriate in response to stu-
dent behavior which is an out-
growth of personal tragedy or over--
whelming family tension. Teenage
language may jar the adult ear.
‘3;),rds verboten to adults may have
the emotional impact to a
teénager of and, but, and the. Ms.
" Linthicum’s previous lack of daily
contact with teenagers made her
immune to f.he innuendo of thelr
br
umor. In managm the clas-
sroom, a § eacher is sensi-
tive not only to teenage peer pres-
sure and standards but also to the
individual needs of students. The
teacher taps diverse human-

-| -hensive high
. offefs a stro!

in to shape

.the currlculum by incflcanng their

goals d objegtives. Ms. Linth-
icum’s ‘bias” emerges when she
decries the absence of “traditional
high-schoot fare.” Eldorado’s cur-
riculum matches its heterogeneous
student body. An effective compre-
choal,- Eldorado
fademic program
rforming arts,
onat offerings.
“perceit of the students
in a highly academic

supplement
fine arts, an
Whilefi

are enrolle

_ gollege—preparatory program, all

from practlcal living
courses: grams aim not only at
imparting body of knowledge but
also at dedgloping intelectual
skills, clarifging attitudes and
values and providing practical life
skills. Student attitudesfowards
learning are shaped as much at
home as at school. The record of
academic achievement at Eldora-
do indicates that students, parents,
and staff act on high expectations.

Eldorado teachers fail to fit Ms.
Linthicum’s preconceived notion of

educator behavior. In a Channel 13
W_ajésftelevision interview, she comments

that teachers let students “...find it
for themselves instead of giving it
to them.” She unconsciously com-
pliments staff members who know
that the c: tve-it-to-them.”
Consonant with accepted educatio-
nal strategies, teachers encourage
students to think: to analyze cri-
tically, to synthesize, and to evalu-
ate. Teachers deliberately vary

lecture method is shown to be the
strategy least effective for reten-
tion. The reporter, steeped in the
lecture method in her own
educational experience, dismisses
unfamiliar teaching techniques.
Teachers tap community re-
sources by making use of guest
speakers. They not only lecture but
use role-playing and personalized
examples to make situations real
to students. In a” media-oriented

in lhe Tribzme art.icles The report-
ar not only fails to meet the goals of
jecnw ‘accuracy and fairnéss
but fails to address these
iundamental issues. While the code
of ethics finds “..no excuse"for
inaccuracies or lack of thorough-
ness,” Mas.  Linthicum made no
pt to depict’d repr
slice of student life. Moreover, she
selects material for effect. Her
desire to. write a "“good” -story
overwhelms her ethical re-
sponsibility’ for truth. and
objectivity.-

Ms. Linthicum bases her percep-
tions oh a Woefully meager and
unrepresemanve sample. Accotd-
mg to Ms. Linthicum, her

assignment was someﬂu.ng of a
follow- -up to The Tribune’s ‘Under-
cover - Teacher’ project of two
years ago...." Tribune editors
‘wanted her “..to find out if im-
provements had been made and to
see hDW the educatmn system
looked from the perspective of a
student.” Nevertheless, she spent
only fifty-five hours at the school of
the nine hundred hours in a school
year, in itself a questionable sam-
ple. Moreover, her schedule was
not at all representative and was
dictated by her stated need to
complete state-established gradua-
tion requirements in a singl
semester. She brought a bias for'®

tive reality %nrds Subje;:ﬁvuy
instead " prev: Her preconcep-
tions, not objectivity, dictate her
selection of materials. Her need for
color, drama, and effect, nov the
demand of reality, ahape her
choice of verbs and adjectives. She
never supports her occasional gra-
tuitous remarks (“In some classes,
lively discussions ensued”) with
the examples which so amply mag-
nify situations which she views as
distasteful — restroom conversa-
tion, "student attentiveness, or
faculty dress. Infact, her refusal to
discuss the countless positive
aspectz of the sghool and her
desperate dramatization of the
negative reveal that her articles
would have been robbed of their
sensational effect if they had pre-
sented a complete picture. Con-
tradictions also emerge. Discon-
certingly, she describes lectures by
teachers she says eschew the lec-
ture method. Headlines also vaci-
late (sic). The metro edition’s “if
You're into ‘3 R s’ E Isn't for
You” becomes “There’s More to
EHS-than the ‘3 R’s’” in the home
edition. One wonders abogt what
prompted such an enormous shift
in editorial intent. What finally
becomes effective in the articles is
the narrative itself not the indi-
vidual.afadts. Perhaps Marshall
McLuhan said it best, “the medium

college-preparatory classes but did» is the message. And certainly Ms.

not seek out more acadermically
demanding classes nor avail her-
self of the information in the course
offering booklet given her at re-
gistration. Having acquiesced to a
program designed to meet mini-
mum graduation. requirements,
she proceeded to judge the entire
curriculum as insufficient. The
fact that Ms. Linthicum came at
the beginning of the semester and
entered four one-semester classes

_meant that she saw teachers en-

gaged in an inordinate amount of
bookkeeping. The constraints im-
posed by her short enrollment
contribute to the narrow scope of
herevaluation. This narrow scope
led to a kind of selective reporting
that apparently reflects Ms. Linth-
icum’s preconceived ideas about
what & public high school'should be
— a ctirriculum restricted to the “3
R's,” a classroom dominated by
lectures, and a social environment

society, they use films and film-> oentered around dating, perhaps

strips prepared by experts to

" supplemént other classroom

methods. The reporter is right:
teachers minimize lecture, The
“talking head” — even If it is alive
— is seldom the best way to convey
information.

The ringing words of the journal-
ists’ code of ethics fall on deaf ears

much like the one she had experi-
enced in the past. As—a-—result, a
compgehensive picture of Eldorado
is lacking. Unfortunately, she
needed a broad picture to fulfill her
stated assignment.

Ms. Linthicum does not apply her
writing expertise to the admittedly
difficult task of capturing an objec-

Linthicum understands the
medium. It is not clear that she
understands the standard of
objectivity. Altogether, the jaun-
diced eye of this reporter with
editorial approval precluded any
_possibility of broad, objective rep-
portage.

Eldorado welcomes an open ex-
change with its community. The
school encourages dialogue includ-

. ing constructive criticism. In fact,

the school numbers this char-

“—acteristic among-its- considerable

strerigths with its achievement-
oriented administration and staff,
its well-designed instructional
objectives, the high expectations of
its students and staff, and its
orderly, purposeful, and peaceful
school climate. In a positive sense
the articles have caused students
and staff to examine themselves
critically. Unfortunately, persagnal
attacks result in defensiveness and
impede constructive dialogue anc
action. Perhaps Harry Trumar
said it best_when he advisec
against arguments with persons
who buy ink by the barrel. These
persons who in reality. have prosti:
tuted themselves for the cause of
the so-called Fourth Estate ir
order to sell newspapers are bes!
left completely ignored.



