HOW HOBOS ARE MADE.

3‘\ SPECIALIST ‘ON THE EVOLUTION OF
THE TRAMP. §

% By & Special Contribulor.

CATTERED over the railroads, sometimes traveling in
S freight cars, and sometimes sitting pensively sround
camp Sres, working when the mood is om them and
joafing when they have accumulated: a “stake” :always
criticising other people, dut never themselves, seliem very
happy or unhappy, and almest constantly without homes
such a3 the persevering workingman struggles for and
sdoures, there is an army of men and boys, whe, if 8 cen-
sus of the unemployed were taken, would have to be in-
cluded in the class which the regular tramps call “Gay
Cats.” They claim that they are over five hundred thoms-
and stroag, and socialistic agitaters sometimes urge that
therc are more than a milion of them, but they pmbably
do not really number over :oe,000.
ot much is known zbout them by the genbml pubhc,
except that they are continually shifting from place to
place, particulatly during the warm months, In the win-
tor they are known to seek shelter is the large cities,
where they swelt the rasks of the discontented and com-
plaining, ‘and accept. benefits -from charitable sovieties,
They certsinly are mot trampa in the hobo's seuse of the
wurd. His mmn for derisively calling them “gay- cats”

the weather is fine,

Many of them really prefer working to beggng, bnt
they are without employment during several months in
the year, and are constantly grumbdling about their lot in
the world. -They think that they are the representative
1nampluyed men of the country, and are gradually develop-
ing a class fesling among themselves. They always speak
of their kind as *“the peor,” and of the people who empiny
#hem as “the nc.h," and t.hey beheve that theu number is
continually increasing.

Studying the “Gay Cats®

For the past year it has been one of my duties to keep
well in touch with this class. At the requast of a rail-
road official, who has been considering am inuovation in
railroading, I have made some special invegtigations re-
garding all who irespags on the steel thoroughfares.

“The attitude of the company toward this class of tres-
passers,” he azid in tsiking to me about the matter, “must
necessarily be the same as toward the tramps, as long as
they bath use the same metheda of travel, but I have eften
wondered whether there are envugh of those who claim to
be merely unemployed men te justify rzilroad companies
in experimenting with a cheap train a day, somewhat
similar in make-up to the fourth class in Germany and
Rusgia, for their patronage. (At present the trouble is that
wo can’t tell whether they would support such a train,
and 1 persemally am not convinced thaf all of them are as

. bonest out-of-works as they say they are, when arrested
for stealing rides, Tf you can gather any dafa concerning
them which will throw light on this mattel', 1 ghnu_ld be
glad to bavo it”

. All told, T have met ¢p the rajlrozd, during the past
year, about ote thousand men and boys Wwho claimed to be
ont—of-works, and not professionsi vagabonds or iramps.
in sayving that I have met them I mean that I have talked
with them and Leamed a good deal about their history,
present conditions and plams and hopes for the future.
They talked with me as freely as with one of their own
sot; indeed, they seemed to assume that T belonged among
them. I have made their acquaintance up to date in ten
diferent States, and in cities like New York, Philadelphia,

Baltimore, Cincinnati, Pittsburgh, Cloveland ;and Chicagg,

. ‘', "The most strilking thing about them is that the ma-

", jority are practically youths, thre average age being about
83 years, both West and East. ‘Of any rcoo out-of-works,
fully two-thixds were between zo and 25 years old; the
rest were young hoys undu 18 and matme men anywhere
from 40 to yo.

. ¥outhy of all classes of society have their wanderjahre
&nd so much ime during this period is taken up with mere
roaming that it is easy to understand how many of them
must be without work from time to Hime. It is also trme
‘that young men are more kasty than their elders in giving
.. ap jobs on sccowmt of some real or supposed affront; life
is all before them, they think, anyhow, and meanwhile do
net intend to kmuckle down to any overbearing employer.

In certaln parts of the country, on ‘account of crowded
cnnd.\tiuns. ‘it must be stated furthermore that if is Qiffi-
cult for a carta.m number oi young men to get suitabie
employment.

- There'ls a socnologtcai sigm.ﬁcam:e, however, abont the

strikingly large number of young men who are

prescnt
“heatmz" their way over the ¢ountry o the r:ulmads.‘

There is gradually being developed in the United States
a class of wanderers who may be likened to the degen-
erated “Handwerkshursshen” of Germany, - They are ot
becessarily apprentices in the sense that the “Handwerks-
burschen” usually are, although ‘the great ‘majority . of
them bave trades and make some effort in Wwinter, at least,
te work af them, but they are almost the exact. copnter-
part of the “Burschen” in their migratory hab:ts. Years
8go the traveling apprentice was a. picturesque feature in
Berman life, and it was thought guite proper and useful
that he should pack up his tools every now and then, get

out his wheelbarrew, and take a jaunt into the world, Ha
- had to take to the highways in those ‘days, and thers was

I such inducement as there is now to take long, un-

" broken trips. ‘A few miles a day was the avemmge stint,
and at the end of a fortnight, or possibly a month, he was
Teady and glad to go to wwrk Again,

:This {s not the ease today.
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The contempor:; : “Hand.
werksbmrsch” works just as little as ke can, :—1{1 travels

generally wanders so far 23 that ke be- .

for him has become a snarp and a delusion. " German vaga-
bondage is Jlargely recruited from German ~‘apprentices
It is the same love of “Die Ferne,” the desire to get out
into the world and have adventures independent of paren-
tai care and guidance, which gccounts largely for the pres-
¢nce of 30 many young men in the yanks of the uzem-
ployed iz this comntry, As I haye said, they are not tramps
or ‘“hobes,”':but neither “are -they victnms of trusts,
mouopuhsts or capital

Things That " Develop “Gay ‘Cata

Great publit undertakings like the World's Fair at Chi-
cago, the recent war with Spzin, a new raﬂmaﬂ end the
attractions of places like the Klomdiks, have *a tendency.
to increase ‘the number pf thes ydnthfnl ont-cof -works.
The World’s Fair stranded many thousands, ard there are
already eigns that the war with Spain has bm'ugbt out a
fresh crop of them. ' They have taken to traveling on the
railroads because they have become inoculated with wan-
derlust, and becansé they think that it is only by con-
tinnally shifting that they are likely to get ‘worlk | The
same thing took place, only on a larger ‘scale, ‘after the
civil war, and our present tramp class is the result. "Seme
of the young men who took part in the Spanish war, and,
when musteved cut, joined the wanderers on the railroads,
will eventually develop into.full-fledged tramps; it is in-
evitable. ‘:At ‘present they are merely out-of-works, ‘and
at times honestly .seek - work. .

‘Let me tell ‘the story .of ome of my nompamons for a
few days on a railroad in Pennsylvania. * He was only zo.
Hs was a plumber by trade, and had left a job only a fort-
night before I met him, The weather had got too warm
to work, he said (it was in June,) and he had enough of

a “stake” to keep him going for severa weeks on the toad

. “The West is the only part ¢’ this Coun Iy wm-th much.
I guess,” ke said, “’n’ I'm gein' out there to lock around,
Here in the East ev'rything is in the hands o the rich.
There’s no chance for a young fellow here in Penusylvania
any more.”. T agked him whether he was not able to make
2 good Living when ke remained at work. ' “Oh,'I can live
all right,” he veplied, “but this conniry’a got to give me
satietbin’ inore’n a livin’ before Tl work . hard month. in
and imenth ut. I Ain’t goin” fo slave for anybody. . I got
as good A right’s the pext man to enjoy. myse].f W 'when
1 want to go off om 4 trip P'm goin’” -1 sugpested that this
was_hardly the philosophy of men who made and saved
a great deal of money. " “Well, I zin’t guin’ to work hard
all my life ’n’ have nothin' but momey at the end of it
I want {o live as I go along, ’n’ X like hxttm’ the rosd
ev'ry now and them”

“How leng do yoa gemerzlly keep a job?" - “If I get a
good one in the f£all I generally keep it tll spring, bat the
year rownd I guess I change places evry two .or three
months” . “How much of a loaf do you have bétween
jobs?" It depends. ‘Last year I was nearly four months’
on the hog once—couldn't get anything. 'As a general
thing, though, I dor’t have to wait over aix weeks if I
look hard.” -

‘‘Are you g;omg to look hard out West?” “Well, Tm
goin’ to size up the couutry, 'n’ if I like it, why I guness
'l take a job for a while, . I got enough money to keep
me in tobacco ’n’ booze for 2 few weeks, 'n’ it don't cost
me anything te ride or eat” ‘How 30 you 'manage?”
“I hustle for my grub ' the 'way " hohos ' ‘do—it's ~edsy
encugh.” - “I should ‘think a workingman like yourself
would hate to do that.” ‘T used to a Lttle, bat I got over
it. . You got {o help yourself m thig werld, 'n' Pm lmm’
bow to do it, too.”

“Gay Cats” Mostly Americans,

The nationality of the gay cals is mainly American, A
large number have parents who Were born in Europe, but
they . themselves were 'bore in this ‘country, -and ‘there
are thousands whose families have heen settled here for
several 'generations. 1 bring this oub because :it is a
popular but mistaken notion that'the native "Americans
tontribute very few recruits to the “army of unemployed,”
and the tramp (lass, and ‘that it iz the foreigners whe |
cause most of our labor disturbances and £11 our poorhmes
and jailg,

What I have said m regard to the unemployed young
men appLLes alsy in a megsure to the old ‘men; the latter
are in many cases as much the victims of mﬁeﬂnst 23
are their yeuthfnl companions; but there ars certain spe-
cial facts which' go to explain ‘their vagahondsge. - The
older men are more frequently . confirmed ‘drunkards than
are the' younger men.  Occasiorally doring the past ‘year
I have met an aged ovt-of-work who was pot addicted to
drink and ‘who wzs penniless and ‘“on -the road”. from
other causes, but nine-teaths of all the matura men were
by their own confessiom ‘hard “drinkerz ;‘Whether . their
Ioose habits are alse answerable for their love of tarping
and criticising and their ‘notion that “they 'a¥gne ‘know
Eow the world ghould be rum, it is impossibie for ‘me to
say; but certain it is that their contizumal gmmbhng and
scolding aga.umt. ‘those “whe have been ‘more Persevering
than they is anothér of the tamses which ‘have brought
them to their pregent unfortunate st.abe Men who are
unceasingly finding fault with their tot, and yet make no
serious attempt to better it, ca.nnot "get on” very fzu' in
this country or in any eiher. 2

This. type of  out-of-work exists Wefywhere—m Gp:-
many, Rustia, ‘England ‘and France, ‘as well ‘as in the
United ‘States, ‘but 1 am . mot .sure that omr particular
civilization, or rather our form of govemmznt has pot 2
tendency to develop it here a Little more rapldly t]mn in
any other cotmmiry which I b.ave ‘explored.

Won't Work Outside Their Trades.

1t is furthermore to be rémarked ernin;
out-of-works that pride and mwﬂhoggmm ti EEFV;"E:;
outsidebf their trades have also been canses of their bank.
ruptey. -The same is true, to some extent, of all ‘sorts of |
unemployed mmen, ‘young ‘amd ‘old, ‘but it is parhcnhdy
true about those who bhave passed their thirty-fifth years,
Ihavsknownthemtntrampmﬂbegfmmonthsmﬂmx
than “zccept -employment which they considerad beneath
their training. and intelligence, -

Hhasheenamelahnntwmatowoaaixmﬂzu\ma

men and ‘1o see how. determined ‘tiey ‘are ‘that tha em.

We _told you sol)”. Many of ‘them ‘have given' up the:r ;
jobs in a pet, and taken to “the 104d,” with the idea that if
they annot get what they want they will make the world
lodge and feed them for mothing. " :Let me describe a man =
of this sort whom I traveled ‘with in Ohio.- He had beea
without e‘mjplayment for “over . eight mmﬂxs ‘when 1. met
him, and had just passed his forty-secosd year, :He ex-::
pected to got work again before long, and was passing the
time away until the position was ready for him, traveling =
np and dowin the YHobo & Bore”. railroad.’ He was a car-:
‘| penter by Profession, | and claimed that for over five yeard .
he had pever wotrked At any other occupstwn, when “he
worked at all, :
“T put ip three hard years leamm w o'z ca.rpentu,
he said, “aw’. T -air’t goin' to learn 'anether. trade 0w,
For a ‘while T used to take all kinds o ]obawhe\.lgot
bard up, but Pve gat over that. " It’s :arpentmn’ or nothin’
with me from row, om - You got to put your foot down
mthwcmtryoryouwontgetonatall &
L¥If I wes married *n’ had kids, ‘o' course rd have ta
crawl ’p’ take what ‘T cmﬁd get, but -geein’ Taic’t; T
goin’ o be just as stuck up &s any . other man that’s g0t -
somethin’ -to sell, "That’s what ‘all men ke us in this =
cuuntry ought to do. - ‘The tich have go\‘. it into their heads :
that they can have us when they want us, and kick ns nnt“
when  they . don't _vvant us, ' ’n - that’s what ' they’ve
been © doiv’
to play with me any. more, though. Ten years 8go 1 was -
Better off thau I am now, ’n’ I'd be in good s&:ape today if
it hadn’t been for ong o’ them trn.sts.” i
“Ate wou not &t all to biame for your present condlhn:ﬁ’
I asked, knowing ‘that ihe man had -.an’ iappetite for

whisky. : Me t]mught a moment, and then admitted that <=
- | he might have 'squandered less money on booze,”

was not at ali sure that he was 1ol entitled to the “fm"
that “booze” ‘brings. ;
°Couse we workingmen d.nnk," be expla.umd.. “p g fot :
of us gets on our uppers, but ain’t we got &s much Tight
to get drunk ’n’ have a good time ag the rich? : T'm runzint
my own life.
don't 1 won't. "What ‘we ‘men ‘need is more mdepmde.nce.
What the devil ’ud become o :the world if we refused to

wozk? ' Comldn't-go-on at-al—-That’s what I keep-tellin’

my carpenter’ pals, . ‘Don’t teke nothin' outgide .0’ ‘your.

trade, 1 telf ’em, 'n' then ‘the blokes ‘with ng .trades’ ’II

have & bettar chance.’ 'But you know how it is—you might
&5 well tell the most of ’em not to est. I beve had &
littfe penso knocked into me. - You don't catch me workin!
outelde ¢ my trade. 'Pd rather bum.” :
Ard, unless he got the job he expected to, be is probably,
stilt "on the road’ 2 JOSIAK FLYN’I‘
L0 [Copy riphted, 1900, By 1. F, Willard.}
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