! i 18 of
' migrant labomrs, b 88! “for-
90 paople";wh‘ ar =8till"
underpaid, { thed,
cheatel
degra
Mo

g Wil
recommiendations| fol im-
jing. their tragio flight.

. DALE WR!G!!’I‘
arla‘nuwam s:au Writey.
30-page sliek péperv
booklet published -earlier
thlq year by the New Yo
State Migrant Labot Cor..-
mllitee boasts proud]y hat
state “marches -for-
"in long strides in its
diingof itinerarit farm
WO ers.w i
Photogrnphs of sm
laborers and their:.(
beam from its
work, at play, in schoo] an
churgh, The ittee bpok-
let si)ells out step-by:step| the
regulations under which more
than: 25,000~ transien{ ¢rop
plckers who come into |the
state. every year llve and
wor'

fling
hildren
sl at

Da
14

Thq publication llst'{ riiles
for the supervision® of crew
leadefs, growers, ackers,
processors and lahor | ¢amp
operafors. The work. ofi seven
state fes s exhaujtively
‘outlined. Impressive statistics
tell what has been done]t6 |im-

;prove the lot of the migrant

aDl.tarmwo

b ahd| !lsrri‘

. ;shocking cla
“Riverhead, L

d in .

years,

It i3 frie rh%az forwakd siep My familles: who llive o
have Hgén tdken. They. car} be! the { ranch: are on velfare,
-seen in Rastern Long Islpnd! welling  the relief burdén
-and othdr farm arveas. Yet bome by Riverhead tai-

ihaps. the.most en-: payers.
all of the! 50§ The - vanch, operatéd Hy
1y migrant {arm ; Hollls- V. Warner, is rhn, lktltp,
face: pover‘ty}a pre.Civil War pl
amid They /are. Tieg- | Mr. Warrier wag at one timg
leated, foited world'’s leading duck rals.
hopeless. e went out of buslness

The seam| r slde of the in 1957,

{state” migraft labor picture | - “The politicians,”’ Ne- tolb
jcan be examined in all of its {me, angrily waving Hiis

ity in and near
iL, just 83 miles
from Times Square.

T've beeri there. I've seen ;

and talked w

fth the migrant |
farm worker}

at two bottom-

Jand  squattér communities
called Grifting's Path and
Tin Top, both within River-

head ecity lim|ts. The people
I've seen theje dont appear
{n the ittee b

Many n Rellef,
_ At a placeitalled Warner's
uck Ranch, about - three

fles from th

center of town,
dome 200 Neg

roes and a few
Puerto Ricang, exist in appall-
ihg misery a i degradation.
In many wepks of traveling,
Working and jliving with mi-
rants I wag prepared for
anything. But; Warner's Duck
Ranch bowled me over!
Most of thd ranch tenants
are migrants. !Others are for-
mer migrants brought up
from southern; states in labor
crews, for potato, corn and
bean harvests. Because of
poor crops—or poor crop
prices—and peon wages, they

m the pnsl! 40 are ‘now stranded wl
or

h little
o tunds,

hands,

,"'booﬁted feed prices sp hlgb
‘jthat they ran me right|

out of
business.” :

Although Mr. Warner got
iout of duck ralsing, he did
‘not abandon his ranch. In~
istead, he converted it linto a
‘prlvate houslng proje¢t an
replaced the ducks with -peo
ple

Hidden Behind Tre
He partitioned the| long,
flimsy, uninsulated wooden
sheds, which only thiee op
v!our years ago housed kiuckﬂq
4into separate units, h‘oday
‘they house human bein;
‘eluding many famllie wuh
ismall children.

The ranch is, typlcally, orﬂ
the main thoroughfaré and
'hidden behind a - c]ump o[‘

ES.

|
|
i

itrees.

Mr.. Warper charges $10 to!
$15 a week rent, tenantg said.,
'Each ‘of the convérted; duck|
sheds’ contains two ori four
Tooms, There are almost no
indoor toilets. Tenants: ‘must;
use vile outhouses in thef reari
of each shack.

Because of the lack |of a,v

s, Ini”

(itls commonrl
!or houaeMv to. dump dish *
and washwater through the
ffont or rear doors lnlo the
dirt street,

“This 18 no place’ !or hu.
mans to “live,” sald  Louise .
\Davis, a thrce-yenr temnt in
ohe of the' converteli duck
sheds. ‘Why, even.the dycks
couldn't make ‘it Hetd. But
thercq no other place for us
to go.”

Buck lor (-ood'

‘Mother of two small ehil-
dten, Mrs. Davis said she
migrated to. Riverhead from
Florida three years ago with
a farm labor crew.

“The potatoes were late,”
she recalled, “and when my
bables started coming, my
husband left. Now_ it looks
like I'm stuck here for good.”

Mrs, Davis said she had
heen on welfare most . of the
time she had lived in|River.
head and received $61.50
weekly. Her rellef check Is
honsted to $64.50 during win-
ter months to pay for coal
for cooking and heating. She
‘added that many of her
nelghbors are also on wel-
fare.

Edward Delaney, 62, a bent,
toothless man from Durant,
Miss,, complained: “I can't

.earn enough to get out of

‘here.” He said he paid $15
weekly for a tworoom
waterless and toiletless

tato‘ fields af
‘to‘edrn the

.-ItY was the old'
aver|- recrujtment | of farm
laboters: so they could,~be
worked for the lowest “pos-
sible| pay,

M& Warner, who operates
a geheral store In'orie of his
converted duck: sheds, has &
diffefent view of his tenants.
He was one of the few per
sons to whom T revealed my
ddentity as a reporter.: .

I dsked him how he could
justify charging $40 to 375
monthly rents for such miser-
able living quarters. -

‘Everybody’s Happy.' .

“These people,” he safd,
shaking his fist menacingly,
“are all happy here. ’I’hey'rn
all sLlsﬂed I give them: Iy

place|to live and something. tn
eqat. Nobody else will takt,!
them.”

Mr. Warner moved closer.
and &s he spoke I watched
over his shoulder as a tiny
girl, naked about 3 years olg,
played with a ragged doll in
the dirt. Scratching in tie
same patch was a flock of
dusty, anemiclooking
chickens. -

The little girl was one of
Mr. Warner's “happy” tep-
ants, She lived in one of hs
duck sheds.

She may die in one of them.

shanty.

He arrived in Riverhead
with a labor contractor and a
crew in July of last year. Like
many others, he could not

MONDAY:
Summary and recom: -
mendations.

find work enough in the po-



