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- telling a'carefully prepared story of |emotional

He wap there eight days before he was discharged. Today

he tells the story of a woman|whose experiences
ing were even umraq than hds. o

| By MICHAEL MOK,

.. World-Telegram Staff eri:r

The psychiatnc tivision of Kings Cou
tal is like a vortex-in which people spin
and then are éither sucked:imider: or cast.
in this institutipnal whirlpool is: infimtely m;
fying to women thn it js|to men,

My stay in, the locked wards was the diy
of scores of letters this newspaper received
mer, patients of Kings County.

One of these detailed| the experiences
‘woman, who wis. admifted to “G” Building
 from ﬁépmssio 1 brought on. by iménopause

“* For 12 days she lived in the center of t
She saw, senile women, tied in wheelchairs,
lessly fouled their gowns 11 day long.
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" She saw ﬁttle gxrls -l— the youngest

B—Hving

m assigred’

ditficulties.

of a sape

among sex exhibitionists, drunks, dope addicts and
desperately disturbed wamen of all sorts.

* She learned what it fneans to do without towels,
makeup, toilet paper, and-how it feels to sit for hours
on the cold floor, y

1.interviewed this woman, who now holds a re-
spongible position with & large ‘Manhattan corpora-
tion, in three three-hour sessions over a week.

This is her story:,

On admission, all her clothes, mcludmg girdle
and bra, were taken away, and she was given a wrap- |
per many sizes too large for her. She wanted to keep
her comb and compact but these, along with her wed-

. ding ring were also cnnfisca!;ed

Onee in the ward, it was bedtlme hnd she was
shown to a sodr-smelling bed -and given an old
blanket. The beds were so close together it was al-
most possible to roll from one onto another.

She had a chance to look around the next morn-
ing. "There were six seatless toilets for 80 women
and girls. Toilet paper was usually unavailable. When
it came time to dry after showers, towels consisting of
three-yard strips were passed from woman to waman
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Expert Maps
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signated to Investigat

promlised a wardby-war
Michael Mok.

the New York State Psych
and Surgeons at Columbia Un

meeting In New Orleans.
Heads Blue-Ribbon Group,

blue-ribbon committee to prob

but in the psychiatric division:
lof all municipal hospitals””
“Dr. Paul H. Hoch, stats
commisgioner
giene, has told me that h

mittee, but beyond that X don’
Dr. Kolb jsaid.

Wide Study of

Dy, Lawrence C.'Kolb, na-
tlonally known psychiatrist de.

substandard conditions at
Kings County Hospital, today

study of -deflclencies Hsclosed
by Wnrld'lnlegrnm \reporter

Dr, Kolb, who is'director of

atrie Instltute and bhn;rman of
the department of psychlatry
at the College of Physlcla F a wild scramble for the cos-
verslty, arvived here late yas.
terday from a prodfessional

He was named last ‘week by
Dr, Ray E. Trussell, feity hos.
pitals commisstoner, to head a

unsatisfactory conditlons, not
only in Kings County Hospital,

ot mental hy-

would lend me one of his fop
statf members for {he com-

know abgut lts composition,”

I w#s a Mental

PatienL

( ContiuedFrom PageOne)

until they were sodden.
As irl the men's wards, the

dormitdries were locked dur-

ing the day and exhausted

women slept on the floor.

¢| Thietery was a problem

here, too. Women who had

aware that children tn the
ward were present during the
most unpleagant events,
“There was a- girl of about
11 who cdmeé to us from the
violent ward. She carried &
doll and crayons wherever she
went. She used to fly Imto
rages for no reason and use

corridors:' in our wnrd was
filled with enfeebled women

on cots, under oxygen tents, ab

taking intravenous 1eedmg
For the life of ma I don't
know what theyswere doing
there. It they were mental
cases, they were certainly too

combs and (brought
aj by visitors) carrled them
around alt day long because
to put them down was to have
them stolen.

On visiting days, |an’attend-
\.] ant came around wlth a box
contulnlng 1ipstick, nall polish
-and cotton swabs| Her ap-
pearance always touched off

metics,
Aftendants Sqame

But meals were the worst
part of the routine, In a rank
around the tables v}
the wheel chalrs of those too
€| sick or senile to feed them.
selves.

“T helped to feed them,” she
8 sald. “Sometimes they would
throw up in my fate or dirty
theraselves during: the meal.
There weren't eno{gh attend-

e

2| ants to-take care of them, and
unless some of s helped,
they just wouldn’t have got-
titen fed.” )

She was always acutely

ere placed .

buthed I
whith, I suppose, she leamed
from the older wom

“There wds algo a ycung

wbman who thought she had
killed ‘Christ. She used to
scream and tear off her wrap-
per, anid 1 don't suppose her
antics wera any toe good for
the children.

Pride Is Lost.

‘T was also very impressed
by & woman who spoke in an
extremely cultured voice and
was friendly to me when I
first came,

“Before 1 left, she was ly-
ing down on the floor just
llke the rest, It upset' me to
see her like that, or diving
after a clgaret butt, and I
told her so. But she junt didn't.
care any more,

“The woman who slept in
the bed next to mine is also
hard to forget. She murdered
her husband night after night
in her sleep. To listen to he{
sereams of rage you could al-
most believe she was doing [t.

“Another thing: one of the

weak 16 do th orany-

‘one else any harm.” ,
‘She recalled that the beds

were all pushed inte one of
the dormitories .and locked
away durlng the day. At night
they were brought out, “end
it seemed to me we got them
on a first come, first served
asis,

“Those filthy beds used to
prey on my mind, 1 used to
try and mark mine in various
ways, but I don't believe I
ever got the same one twice.
For three nights It was so
crowded that I had to sleep
out in the hall, and the light
was on all night long.”

Three-Minute Interview.

She sald she received no
psychologleal tests during her
stay In Kings County, no
medication, and saw a psy-
chiatrist just twice in 12 days.

“The first time I was taken
to the office of a woman doc-
tor. I was embarrassed be-
cause I was wearing a dirty,

what did;1 think was oa
with me. The interview lasté
out three minutes. She’
ended lt abrupgly by snylngx
‘“That's

“The second time- I was
called Into her office was so
she could tell me that my hus-
band had arranged for private
care for me, and that I would
be released.

“T thought about the womt
an in a strait jacket I had
seen crawling around thes
ward like an animal, of
old women In
begging to be let back to bed
and 1 felt as if an immerisg
weight had fallen from me, *

“But Yelieved as I was, ¥
couldn’t help but be angry:
Why isn't there a place onv
people llke me to get them?,
selves together, and .why isn" v
there a special place for !hi
children?”

TOMORROW:

How to correct what's,
wrong in Building G. 4

wrinkled wrapper and she
wasg- dressed in a suit and
blouse and looked very chie.

“She asked if I knew my
name, what year it was, and

“I ean tll you, however, that
we will want to spend time on
every warfl; that we will want
to talk to Patients, doctors, so-
cial workers and others who
come in cgntact with patients,
“We wijll want to check

physical facilities, inspect clin-
ical recorfls to ascertain the
adequacy p? medical and psy-
chiatric care and review the
tables off organization. We
will want jto survey the meth-
ods by Wwhich patients are
committed; to state institutions
bd to the commu-

Plan Offered to Spur
Mental Treatments

*Dr. Paul H. Hoch, State

Commissloner of Mental Hy-

glene, last night proposed a

plan which would enable Kings

County and Bellevug Hospitals

to offer psychiatric treatment

rather than serve mcerely as’
processing centers for state in-

stitutions.

Dr. Hoch’s proppsal came

after staff writer Michael Mok
revealed in his World-Telegram
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N i . N y E series, “I Was a- Mental Pa-

a Designer|Group cent, deploped the lack of crea-\y; o} ypye he received no

c ec Is ture ciurlrllfurts tn m}l' }ﬁospﬁ:}s, treatment during an eight-day
. ) especial n mental hospitals, o

B authentic~lap seams, RWhy ddn't you ask yourself|Si2Y i Kings County Hospital

and the possibiiity of commit-
ment to a state hpspital ap-
peared to depend on a 20-
mlnute interview with a
psychiatrist.

e i Speaking before the Bronx
‘We're slarting to get money:

Spard County Soclety for Mental .
for rsearit and the e, BT SO0, 0, MRy shovid b et o 8
5o important to sick persons.[PIan for the establishment of|state hospiial. "
Volunteers Need Director. mental healt:h dl;ﬁtncts In_ the) This dc_lay 15 unfqrtuna_te,
I think| that city hospitals city to provide inpatient and/the commissioner said, "sm'csl
also shoulli have an effective|Outpatient hospital and clinicaljit represents the most crucial
voluhteer drogram. But it isn't services to x‘esldents on a city-|{period, immediately following

Why is it that so
little money from phllanthroplc

igns is ea ! o
mental insfitutions?” Dr. Kolb|
remarked.

| hook Qrent--a:nd all,’

for Sprmg The shoulders:
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DR. PAUL H, HOCH.

paddinz, maxxmu comfort

state coordinated balsis. the onset of{the disease, when

4 ‘nd‘m"ethWdl kl Z',"’;;ih,11:5;“}’15°‘Z§“w‘2§,:,‘;:;5_ A major advantage of his{treatment i most eftective

ing people| There has to be & plan, Dr. Hoch.fexplalned, was{and chances for recovery are

director df volunteers iwho{the reduction in the delay In|best.

knows what he is about. And|treatment of the mentally ill.| Dr. Hoch addressed the So-
e ape that sort Jof person usually At present, he said, virtually|ciety after receiving its annual i .
raust be paid, because chan- all patients are sent to eitherfcitation for “distinguished Cresl-Blm:anc Co., Uurmerz.calii(
+ ¥nelizing the efforts of volun- Bellevue or Kings Cunty Hos-|leadership in‘the field of men- oﬁ-orugznn— ony 1&15:5
onthe nattlowsi'd { teers is a full-time job. pital for decisions oh whetherital health.” u,ms A“_m— Ji% wo 3

! y o~ “Again Wwe come up agamst

the problen of money

rolling softiy to two
or three button closing. *

The trousers;

V. E Gallands, advertising executive, pr& ?
fers “Designor Group” natural shoulder,

new slim-trim-logk,
K Slightly tapered,
No pleats.

‘The fabrics:

someot thj}é world's
est, claariinish rorsteds,
eustom chécks nnd stripes, -

The price:
34985 and 55550

—as mual “alot for
‘a httle” b@cause
you're domg business
' with America’s
biggest clpthier

!’
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Thomas Ahérp, AJnerIcan Mrllnes, approves
o “Designgt Group” clear finish worsta‘d

-
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