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. Latey, wﬁen we stood up to. smoke a nlgargt,‘he eald to me: "

“#Been dotn' farm work all my lifé.; Pon't lmow; nothin
else. T can’t go to'a hospital. Kids gotta eat.”
Children Sick, Too, -

He gaid his name was Alonzo and that he! Hved in'a tih.
and tarpaper shack near Goulds,. ‘Fla.;. 1ov-Wwhich he pald $10
a week rent, He added that thiee of hig childreni-<the small;
. one§<-had dry, hacking coighs and prol )ably had cau ght the'
mlsery he had in his chest.

i Medical treatment? No. None of’ thé youngsters had

ever seen a doctor. ' .

: -Despite his illness, Alonzo \vAs a }ar eworker As we

worked .along the endless rows of tomato, p’AntsLh 2 loaded
baskgt after basket of tomatogs and was. lo o fa

4 ﬁeld from rme.

North from Homestead because  the harvest s “going

down.” Tq keep living, he explained, he'd have oad his!
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family and his belongings onto:a uékzor bus golna North,;
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! Tgpg the same,” he said. “This dop is Just ke the- last
. one. Next be just like 'this one, Never nd dif!erem Nevey
; will be [
' Typlcal Case. N
Thls sick, frustrated laboter, doomed -long before his
'time, wassgumming up the lot of todays mlgra'nt farm
worker. i
x The back:| breakng labor of stooping close to the|orange.
tinted Florida earth beglns as.sopn as a(plcker can distin-
guish red tomatoes from greeri ones in the g{réy dawn: of an
eridless day.
His work-ends when he.1io longer can see the thmatoes
to.pick them. At the promised rate of 12:cents a bhsket, a
good' pickér can fil] 70 tq 80 baskets a day and ea1 n--{t says
i there—-!rom $8.40 to $9.60 a.dny.
: -As bad as that kind of pay is, it genei‘ally wo‘lked out

that the man in the fields récelved considerably less than
‘the promised rate, Often the raje dropped on payday fo 8
| cants a basket and the feld ‘hand. who -.actually “tool 'hon’e"-
{ $7 a day for his work considered himself lucky, |

On my first day in #he flelds, I worked 10 hOUlS with
only a I5-minute break for what they called lunch.| It was
the hardest, most punishing Work I had ever done. ‘

No Toilet Facllitles. i

In the first hours ‘of 'that miserable day, my hénds be-

came grimy and encrusted with the green msectjc%le they

spray on tomatoes. It covered my khaki- pants ‘and ate it:
way into my legs. It collected ynder my. finger nalls, co
ered my shoes-and socks and festered in the scratches I re.
celved from the tomato vines.

But picking the tomatoes ‘was the easy part of the Job.
The hard part was lugging the heavy baskets toithd end of
the. rows — often as far as 150 feet — to be loaded dhto the
trucks. B . .

All around me were men and .women—all geﬁ—drag
ging themselves along the rows on their hands and knees in
the near-90-degree heat,, |

Toilet facilities? There were none. l"he plL‘keN male

@ and female, used the field whenever they found 1t necessary.,
It was more 2han a mile to the nearest clump of trées.
! Day’s Pay: $4.32,

That lunch T spoke of? A little. before noon -a ﬁatteled
pickup truck drove into the fields. 'The meal cons sted of
greasy sausage sandwiches and warm soft' drinks.: The sand-
' wiches cost 85 cents and the drinks 20 cehts.

Drinking water was dispensed frdm a wooden; barrel.
We dipped our water with a sawed-off tomato can shared by
some 200 other migrant lahorers toiling ’n the fields. Be-
cause the barrel was in the middle of the field, thirsty work-
ers had to walk as mich as a half mile for a drink/of water.

As I figured it that first day, we pickerl more than 5000
baskets of tomatoes. After 10 hours, of stoopling. squatting,
crawling, picking and loading, 1'd earned just $4.32. ¢

Many of the men and women working with me had
earned less.

TOMORROW: Horror Ride to Nochmg.

Thirteen hours without a stop in a bud that
broke all the laws.
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