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Ll
problem-of- caring for-the-unfortunate-in:

- sane ws-wards-of the state- of Hlinais.is little known._to the public, .
. To.ascertai iops,. 1k ES reporter, former col

“lége foorbaltp am&f:fexwwﬂ ‘who-tips the scale 4200 -poundi; L
was asked 1o do this series of articles. In addition to interviewing
.officials and other persons interested in the problem, he wndertook-
-+ |- 40-spend a week as.an inmate of the state hospital at Kankakee,

SEVEN DAYS IN

- Kanl

. “The story of Fiis experiences wnd -the -statistics and other datd
he has secured should prove of interest to every citizen in the state
H] t"u wnfolded ddy by duy durmg the next few weeks in the |

'TIJE‘ rnrrnne

By Frank Smith

- | {Copyright, 1035, by. Times Corp. Rep tion tn whole or In part prohibited.)

- A haun{mg specterof- anﬁ"rrﬂumes%&nlw
ing throiigh boavd:floored-halls;-sweeping-up--
rickety stairways to block off escape for hun-
dreds of panicky wards of the state of Illinois™
/harassed me during many wakeful nights at

Kankakee Hospital for the Insane. R
.. The-everspresent-dangerof . is..a--consfant .
warry to attendants-wt-the-asylum, 1o the Tire dé-
: partinent of the city of Kankakee and to the state-
- fire marshal’s office in Springfield;-which-for- years-
has” att’mnpterttofomnomplmneethh safety regu=:
Hations,
After regaining mv clothes, all car(-fnlly stencilcd wlth
my psendonyn “John C. Ford,” I was ullowed to wander at
- will within _the confines of my_ prison —

A-1, South, the receiving ward in whlch I Tived, occlmfea
the first floor of a three-story gray stone structure—the south'
! and men's wing of the "Administration -building. Each floor:

houses & ward—A-1, A-2° and A3

| Neither Building ot
Has Fire Escape |

= The north wing,- an {dentical
huﬂdlng has-three wards for wom- |
en, “About--40 pnuems are_kopt in]
each ward. Neithér of these builds
" ings has a fire escape, aithough hos-
-pital.officials.wure.ardered: to erect
one on each building years- ago.
‘The-squeaky board flooring of the

] in—A-1-Btretehi

least 150 feet, first attracted my at-
tention to the fire danger. I logked
.abtut.for possible exite, Stout pris-{
gn ars- block escapc ﬂtﬁvery win- i

&

At elther end of the hall, wooden
‘doors lead outside. But they aroe Al
ways locked.  The north door opens
into a passage to the main offices.
Outside thia door & wooden stairway
leading to the upper wardsa offers.g
dangerous opportunlty for draft-fed
flames.

The south door opens into the din-
ing room, where another locked door
- leads into a passage to the “hydro

- L debartmént in. the *B" building.

- |_"WHat," T asked Max Savoy, ohe
—n&&ks—a#ierxdnms twhat_in_hea-
yen's m\me‘would you do | 16 0L |

ord; =

he re ied r"W@d havev to depend
on msome.of you hali-gane guys to
-help -ug out with thead-other nuts.”

Lives in Hands
of Attendants

— w—Oneof the ﬂrst duties lmpresged |
=54 ie-told-me={sithe:

necessity lor Bpee
-and-herding-out. their. charges.jn an.
emergency.

- &AL least two-attendants-are-al-
wqys on duty in the ward. These

Cnrclessncsq or any lack or vigi.
aaacc on theif, art would be

dodrs nnd barred wlndows too. much

n the
L Thia- dangenJegmtemedeeply on!
my mind -one night about hedtime..
1 was talking to my friend, Mr. Hou-.
dini, escape nrust who had promised
0 get mie & §1 master key vpening-
any door in the institution,
. ' bell at the outer. dining room
-ShR] ~-Some-attendant,
ptigit: CIBEHTy
re-.thc,,!) fcmchdmminL A8

=
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HE MADHOUS

NO F IRE ESCAPE ON WOMEN’S WARD AT KANKAKEE|

INVESTIGATOR |

I BY

RUNTE

f
FTIRE HAZARD

["You've been—behaving—prett. wn—w
“Go te the dance?” I mqu{red ine
credulously, “What dance ?”
“Sure, They have a- dance-here:
‘twice a weéek, for patients; Don';
miss it; lt you -can-go."

_ (Contimned from page $)
ing room door. He reached rm' “his

came-out-empty. - Hegmped apout

The bett

his e.!-o:hm.g No keys

in nm‘evduun! bedroom. Minutes
_dragged, punctuated by rvpested
bell ringing.

‘A Human Error

+—Passible Traged y

pital for & insanc at Kmk:kce are boused in the B-North ward. Note

of fire escap

. mmtiﬂ:‘:mn.»
Cleopatra tripping the light fan.
tastic with'N apoleon Bmmpang!
Sveugnll twisting Queen Be

(TIMES Photo)

e

TR IRttt 1
-appaared, No. LeEplaming to 2 “0; Mo Z
that he must bhave forgotten to
“transfer m——xm  rrom i othrer]

pants,
Just a nmp&e { human for-
Fetfuiness  But e::mjpm:iom»mo—"

W in lan emmergency
m:,ghta.sﬂy turn A-1 into a raging
CTemAtory.”

Near the middle of the hall:ay
hangs a single fire extinguisher.
“Across from thé dififig room at-theT
_mouth end a wall rack holds six pails

of water. This perhapd i# a cOnCes- |
-A#on to the demands of a state fire
marshal who more than a year ago
fourd only one extingulsher on a
foor, although orders had been
given ?our'y‘ea?r’s teforeto equip-eaeh
floor with six extinguishers. .
At that time, in May, 1930, the
{nspector wu appalled at the fire-
u'ylum In
Thenty
.of. insurance he pointed out hazards
“that should be eliMifAtENKrd tecs:
p_m_.pggq.@dg; improvements to lessen
the dnxg’ of & Wolocatuat:
Fire escapes were to be erected on
the west side of .the two wing
Jbuildings. Windows were to be low-
-ered-to-floor-level and
rided—writh out inging _doors,

some of them |,

m .
Fﬁi?}%‘” RIS =
serve conditions throughout- the in-

spent there as an inmate. As far
as I could see, they have not yet got
Faround to aciEg on the " ﬁrerm).r-
-shal's Teports.

35 to 40 Deaths

ta Month at Asylum

One morning, after regaining our
-clothes,-sun-washed summer breezes
stirred the active patients in ward
A-1 to restlessness. Mrs. Ray, ward
superviser, recognizing the symp-
toms of inactivity, ordered g walk-
ing party organized. Thanks to my
good behavior I was included in the
group of 20 chosen for a hike around
the hospital grounds under
watchful eyes of an attendant.

Two by two we lined up and

= [ the~treeprote:
stitution during the seven days I|The

the |

his hgtxt “hand-
“Ceruinly Tea can lick hh Hck him, i he told

€ tree
“No, I ain't scared ot him. I can |
Hck him with my little finger. But

him for? What's it gonna prove ?*]

Va
'mts Ward 3.

grounda.
We¢ came close to the untidy
wards—16 and 17. Hundreds of in-

ranging in & wide circle on the lawn,

attendant.

' what-the-hell-you-want.me-to-fight |

The a!tendlnt pointed out the
rious buildings as we
passed. Theyre
all idjots there. Over here’'s Ward
8" Thit's & work-ward—Everybody
there' ' works somewhere on the

mates being given their daily airing

“There's. Ward 12,” exclaimed.the
“The violent ward. On'e

ave., €icero, was electroculed at the
: ik

Hd-rhumbi. Feank:
Smith tells about one of his
strangest experiences in  the -
TIMES tomorrow.

LIVE WIRE KILLS
WORKER AT STEEL

~Ceasare Burralli, 50, 1632 8§, 51st.

Malleable-and.-Steel..Casta.
ings Co., 1400 S. 520d ave., whén he
grasped an electric light c‘(tenslon
['cord: with-his-wet-hands;

Whai an Offer'

$

"W R R B vE
where."

house, I talked to veterans of the
Kankakeo:- city - fire——department.
John J. Berg, ex-cbict who is lead-
ing his ousted fire departmcnt in its
court fight to regain jobs appropri-
ated by.the new administration, re-
counted - difficulties. .encounmrmi at
a hospital fire a few years ago.

Pyramaniac Fires
Two Bulldmgs

“They had a pyromaniac out

I was .we. had d _that | there," said Berg. "He got loose one
way. I don't like to remember what [ day and fired\ & couple of faim |
1 saw. buildings. Luckily they were not

near the big ward\ buildings. When
we arrived with our engines, the.at-

[started our jaunt. Anxious to soak

_in.every possible bit of” information,’

helluva place to-work:

When~th

boys starl ﬁghung, Ford thercs

tendanty were fighting—the firs with
their equ.lpment T’ncy‘d hayc got

T trailed at the end of the troop,
close to our guard, questxomng him
about éverything 1 saw. =

Past the carpenter shop we
strolled. Inmate workers were load-
ing new!y ﬁmabed coﬂm boxes ont‘o

T 35 40—death

only ~one=thing~the
do—back " out and wait until us
casualties off to the bos;nta) ward.

and broke 24 chairs.

Anesca system was to be provid-
ed for me first floor wards, where
thiere 1x-a 10-foot drop from-window}
to groumd.

T _nave a
nmorth,” the sattendant told me.
“Most of them are old age case§ or
paretics. Some of themi have no
families, 80 the state buries them

e P y in ttera field. Th
Fire Marshal’'s forabe P imerin e |
7' m O!ten there 11 bodies
Orders Unheeded motgue. [Often thereang

A - 500-gallon automobile fire| One of the olditimers’ of our

amper was recommended, gince the
mugem apparatus-ef the insatitution
wu lnmd-dmwn and distances are

pump was to be installed to cope
with any emergency.

in  February,
y state firé mar-
Jﬁ&l mme a recheck ‘on the 1930 re-

He discovefed that none of these

recommendations had been heeded.

The water supply was still_inade®
“Corrosio: d m

h ™ pipes W
“Tound to have openings of less tha.n
sl an lncb ‘Back in 1830 the in-
#&pector had been assuyred that- a

nguishérs werd found
in buildings where six or eight-had
béen ordered.  Electric wiring was
reported in dangerous oondn.’IQ n’in

Jtter treatment. plant would -be- {n-| ~

group spoke up.

'Did _you ever hear of the state
coﬁm they have here? When a guy
they have to ‘wake’ him,
they dress him up in the state cof?
fin._ When it's

We' passed the bakery‘ the laun-
dry, the powerhouse. Stopped for a
glanceinto the barber shop where
seven. barbers are kept busy.giving
semi-weekly “shaves to the thou-
sands of inmates.

F reé-for-Alls -

T

-——A-welu t,;xp_
attention. St.andiugm sha

a spreading e neatly folded
coat hung from his left arm, With

hme_to_lmm_mm
’iﬁé’fﬁ’é“f-’ *Box, w00

aver. Then they BO in and haul the
Last week they had a fight in there

treacherous. Gotta watch

We had a tough battle nnﬂnc water
supply was pretty low."

Roy Marquart, incumbont k\hief
disclaimed knowledge of fire con-
ditions at the asylum. “I'm only
|- back.
“Thehospital ig outside the city. It's

Following my week in the mad-||

n_the joh since May.'” he. said. .

ff their slioés and hammer your
brains out.”

Inmates Work -

160-Acre Farm

At the western‘end of thé groungds"
the farm begins—160 acres of gar-
den tended by patients. Here we
found a worker inmate shouting to |
a motor tractor which stood un-
tended -about 200 feet away.
“Come in here, damn you,” he
screamed. . “Come in here to me.
Don't. think I'm going out tmd get

DR T T

5 =7

We left hi

tQ come to him.
fire?" I asked my atterdant guide. ]

buildings 7' .
*“We got & preuy nice little de-

hec]

swingmg “his -arms
“Tadly at-the unhesding YHACYET"
homet trying to coax the mountain

“What do you do in case of a|
“Do’ you haye standpipés on &ll the
partment, here, Ford. I'belong to the
_ﬁre_sqnad._ﬂut about-the-water, -by

T

'mdarned if I know-where |
t It We ‘must”have hydranls,

up ta the state fire marshal to in-
spect it and enforce regulations.
tSome-of my- boys,though;,~tell-me-
things aren’t so hot out there.”

Returning s from our 25 minute
-walk, I whs greeted by disappoint-
ing news. Mr. Houdini, who was to
get me a master kcy. had Té&rned
. he was to be returned to the ward
from which he had escaped the last
time. He said:

Dance in Asylum
Weird E
'*‘T‘(’i’?g“‘i""f’ffd‘f’"ﬁ“ey “for you o
CWOrTy: ™ AT W e
pape
ner and I'll give you*the lowdown

on getting out.of this hell hole. In
the meantime, why don't you ask

comes, we'll get in a cor-|

them- to. let - you -§0-to -the-dance:|-

—our very finest suits—and"
cut the price way down. New
single and double breasteds
sport—stytes—wi
pleaud and shirfed hu:kr—
all in long wearing, hard
| Gnished worsteds for yau
round wear.

75¢ DCWN-75A WEEK

162 N.. Si'a'l'e Sf.\

Second Floor, Butler Building
Betuween Lake and Randolpk Sts.

somewhere'
t later we

hydrant The attendant spied it “B.

-nh bol: e
groun
fitted  to -~

in ﬂn namo lent.
1

i
7929, at -the post. e in rfhm‘
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