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|ncome Arhong the. olahons -
. Of Long-Termers

<

Thh seflés of nrllcles on ubllc wellare follpws slx months
ol researéh and ‘study by thy stafl of The Néws, ‘Including
service by areporter as & caseworker for the Erle County

Department of Soclal Welfare.

The welfare problem, not confined -to Erle County, Is
growing more. costly each year. This series, spotllghllng the

system, 13 Intended as an ald

o contina. welfare to the needy and thus benefi the taxpayer,.
Al names ‘ot clients and places are- tlc(lliou hply. with-

New’ York- Smo law.

. By ED MAY.

to-officlals who are struggiing-

Th&-’xmall room. is neab—thé losiely orderlihess ot-a
man who tias an.hour or two to see that the towel hang-
ifig from:the white medicine cabinet is folded just right.

A Igrge alarm-clock ticks so loud that it becomes

Yyou do al}day?” you
r silting on the bed?
d fust sit around; I

“Do any dryuur re)ahves comg
nndelst you&

0 % . nbod comes.n
just the cdse: urkers." .

Works ngellmos

For & monient. you waht !o
feel sqfry pntil you remember
the map & se“record in ‘the
files of !he elfare Department,

It's n ocument of cheating
and lying that dates back to
192

Althou KCharles S, has warked
for petiods; -he has_known 38
different ; case “wor! térs in his
lifetime, Just @ few agencies
listed tndert his name in-the
Social Sewnfc Exchange could

almost, an overpowering sound. On the yellow walls are
and a ‘calendar, and on the dresser are an
of peaches and a framed wedding pxcture.

welfare assisfaficé. ‘This you
n“y nut do,. . & -it'is my -advice
t 'you: send: your. cluldren to
;p oot a4t once, .

Wife Made Complaintb

“They ‘¢cannot all suddenly be
s0 utterly destitute as to- make
this ‘quite impossible. I also ad-
vise that you take up the situa-
tlon again with your welfare rep.
resentative, You will get on
much more. successfully by
working with this man than in

any other way.”

.Several notations in the rec-
ord show that Mrs, S. made var-
ious complaints that she did not
have enough clothing to send her
children to_school. The case-
worker s. ll“cport during ll’us time

this

serve as p i
his storys™ .. ¢
1914~Chavlty Organizatmn So-
ciety. ;.
1927-1-Department of Soclal
Welfare.. i+ -
1929—Calholle Charities Fam:
{ly Departhient, -
lDJZ—Ch)ldren s Court.
1934-=31£pal Aid Bureau. .
They-thronicle private charity
dollars hnd, public tax dollars,
the arrdsts of his children and
the help}] he needed fo get them
out of trouble.

Asks “Personat Favor”
]mersperscd are various at-

tempts fo use_poljtical, gudpels’

to get rq‘wdlar ioney. Sev-
eral letters’ in-'his file from a
Cheeklowaga supervisor end llke
this:

“1 wﬂl %onsider At k:} pcrsonal
favor if you can atrange to help
this family-in this matter as-I
feel that this Is really a very
deserving case.”

When Charles S.’s wife felt the
Welfare Department wasn't gen-
erous ciiough, she tried to work
through the State Department
of Education, It discouraged her
with this reply:

“Theté ar¢ some things in
your letter suggesling that you
are nttg ting to use school at-
tendangeias a club to compel

“Family had made a great
many demands on Mr. Smith
.| (the caseworker) requesting
clothing and at one time Mr.
Smith searched their house and
found the attic to be well-
equipped with clothing, as they
had & great supply up there.

“Mr. 8. was furious that visi-
tor went through his house and
said he was going to have him
arrested,”

Cases Not Peculiar

Today the man in the yellow-
walled room is alone. His wife
and children left him years ago.
He receives $31.10 f[rom the Wel-
fare Department every ni§jath to
supplement $61 Social Security,

It each ol his eight children
mentioned in the case record
would give him 87 cents a week,
Charles S, wouldn’t be on wel-
fare.

Cases like these are not pecu-
liar to Erie County. Reports [rom
other welfare districts in New
York State indicate similar wel-
fare longevity records.

They record generations of
welfare reciptents in one family
tree. The story of Tony P. of
Buifalo, is one of those. It rep-
resents four gencrations,

During the depression Tony

_|sistance "almost- all of his-adult

. pwith- it
: washmg but debiés it,.

P.'s father was bnelly on re-
hef. L s

Used Suhlerfuge onCar.
Tony: has received public’ as

life. - His son was-on welfare in
Erie, Pa. A daughter, living
at home now, gets monthly Aid
to Dependént Children checks
for herself and Tony's grand-
son.

Here are excerpts Irom this
relief history:

1932—Visitor found man had a
car licensed in his grandmother's
name. . Visitor knows that the
man drives car and is out nights
Man, ; doing -\window

1938—Mr. ‘P. Thad. a “call for'a
WPA assignment but stated he
did -hot. get the card, The vis-
itor checked with the work re-
fief elerk and found this to be
untrue,

1940—He shows complete de-
pendence on the department al-
hnugh it is rather obvious that
he is well able to help himself.
It also appears that thr
his contacts with the department
his parents have beén able .to
assist him but have not been
requested to do so,

1948 — Anonymous telephone;
call from a person who said
Tony P, had moved from Y St.
to X St. ... sold the property
on Y St. ., . had purchased
property on X St., but had
placed it in his father's name,
Mr. P had bragged that were it
not for the financial aid he had
received from this department
from time to time he would not
have been able to purchase the
property.

1954—Worker received A-2 (re-
source report) stating that Tony
P, sold his 1947 car for about
$25, about two months ago. Mr.
P. had informed worker that he
was given $12.50 for this,

The pages go on and on in this
case-history. Occasionally Mr.
P.'s checks were shut off when
his various swindles came to
light. At no time does the rec-
ord show he was prosecuted for
them,

Today your tax dollars still go
to Tony P., his wile, two daugh-
ters and a grandson,

Collects, Also Works

Early this year another anony-
mous tip was added to the story.
This one was sent'to the special
investigators. It said, in part:

*This is a letter to inform you
about one of your cases. Their
name is Mr. and Mrs. Tony P.
He collects checks off of the wel-
fare and he also works. The
house he lives in belongs to him
but he gets around it by having
it in a lawyer's name.

*1 hope you don’t take this
letter as a crank letter. This
is the first T have ever written.
it makes me mad to have him
drunk and fighting, bragging to
everyone at the bar about how
he is making a chump out of the
welfare.

“To think of all the people
that really need it.”

Copyright 1950 H

NEXT—Another phase of the
problem,




