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Ije explained his reasons. :
“It's-a lot easier for me if I make my adjustmnnt classes

‘copy the lessons I have previously given to an average or

superlor class, I know these adjustment kids aren’t learning
anythiiig this way but under the teaching condifions we have
“today, I couldn't teach them anything even if I really tried.
This way is a lot easier on me.

“Besides, if a supervisor happens “to walk in, you have a
neat lesson on the board which no one can complain about.”

Outright Fraud. - -

I was appalled. This seemed to-me to be-an dutright
yers.

Seeing my look of doubt, the teacher hastes

“Don't get me wrong,-Mr. Allen,” he said. “The adjust-
ment kids like this method better, too. They feel they are
getting the same work as the kids in the average or supeﬂur
classes, even though they don't have ‘the foggiest idea what
they're writing down."

Later that week I tried out the teacher s systém wllh my
adjustment students and found that it warkes With that'sys-
tem you don’t have to think or plan for the adjustment class
alt all. Just make them copy the lesson of the last average
class,

One of Best. -
This fellow teacher, I learned, is one of the best and
hardest working teachers at John Marshall Junlor Highi
School. He simply is the victim of an educational systEn’l
which hands qualified teachers an impossible job.
I tried his system for a.week. It worked like a_ clmrm.
T had peace and quiet and l had time ta do the endless ad:
ministrative paper work.
But, while it paid off for me, it lﬂdnt puy ol( for thé
kids. They were short-changed.
The reader may ask: “What about tests? “Why,

. children aren’t learning, should they be given test§?™'

. Tests are popular with teachers of adjustment ¢lass: at
JHS 210 for one imple reason—they consume: time,

Instead of Rexographing- (dupllcaling) the qqgstlons on;
sheets of paper so the. pupils can complete the answers.in.one.
period, a teacher told me to “put the questions on the board:
‘That way, it takes them one period to copy the* questiohs and
another whole period to wr‘lte +the answers and you use up
two periods Instead of one.”

Typical of the quesﬂnnx whlc)n teachers use in their tes(s
are:
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One whole period to copy these and similar questions,
another whole' period the following-day to give the answers;

These are examples of how slow learners in our Jlmlar
high schools are being "hoodwinked.

But average children are hoodwinked, too. T was asked
by another teacher to allow her officlal average class to re-|
hearse its school play during some Engllsh perlod.s it spent
with me. I agreed,. -

Play Rchmunls. .

Later T was discussing the proposal with a ‘third teacher.
T wanted to know if it was proper to Have play- rehearaals
during Inshqcuun perlods. My colleagti¢t réplied? ~ *

“Sure, that'e great. It will use up- quite & few periods f
you. Rehearsing Is easfer:than teach ng ‘English, isn't 2"
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