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Klan Plaﬁining
 'Banishment”
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Tennessean Staff Correspondent

C TUSCUMBIA, Ala. — The
Knighls of the Ku Kiux Klan will
institule banishment proceedings
against Tennessean repprée;,lm
Thompsen, who infiitrated the rac-
'Fé%fﬁ. Imperial Wizard Don
Biack announced here yesterday.
 Black termed the idea that
Thompson could be in danger from

Of R%gféf?ﬁ{:

the Kian “melodrama,” but said
. the reporter will be asked to ap-

pear tefore a “jury” charged wilh
determjping whe! should be
banish L2 N

“UNDER THE circumstances,
there is not much doubt what they
will decide,” Black said al a press
conference he called to denounce
Thempson's stories about lile in the
Klan as*afarce.” a

“I don’t believe I'll go,” Thomp-
sor said when informed Black is
trying to contact him to set up ban-
ishment proceedings. ’

“'m fully aware of the banlsh-
ment procedure outlined In the
‘Klan handbook, and as we weni
into the story, I expected to be ban-~
ished.” st

f EXPECT TO be banished from

Bill Wilkinson's group, ‘tod..

Thempson said of the rival Inuisi-
ble Empire of the Ku Kiux Klan,
which he also infiltrated. -

“It makes me feel good, because
I'l officially be out.” -

Black said he hag not decided:
whether to open banishment pro-
ceedings against Thompson to the
media, but that regardiess of the
decision, “the actual jurors® identi-
lies remain con{idential, evenfrom
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STANDING BENEATH a pic-
ture of Confederate Gen. Nathan
Bedford. Forrest at the Klans
small white cinderblock national
headquarters, Black aiternated be”
tween denouncing Thompson as a
“spy” and claiming that his stories
reveal nothing of significance.

“He found out that I was anli~
Semitic, but he didn’t have to infil-
trate the Klan to find thati,” said
Black from an improvised pedium
decorated with U.S: and Confeder-
ate flags. - .

"He found out our members
have guns,” the imperial wizard
said. “Big deal. With spiraling
crime rates, riots, and the possib[l‘
ity of armed insurrection, certain
cilizens being armed is nothing
sinister or ominous.

“FYHE REAYL THREAT is not
from the Klan — it’s from black
militants and communist groups.”

Black charged that Thompson
did not participate in a [ull range
of Kian activities, bul acknowl-

edged- that he frequently lalked

with the undercover reporter
about Xlan business,
Asked if he had asked Thompson

only last Saturday for help locating

renlal property for the Klan in Bjr-

" ‘mingham, Black said:

. “YES. DID'HE find that for us,
by the way? I'm hoping he'll caii

me back to let me know.”

Black said Kizn members initiai-

"ly were “a little suspicious” of

Thompson because they were un-

-able to fufly check his background. -

“But aside from that, if you'd
asked me two days ago.if he was a
spy, I would have said no. .

“I WOULD NEVER even have
suspected him of being a reporter;
and I congratulate him on that,”
said - Black, who indicated that
Thompson's appearance on 8 na-

‘. tional television program yester-
day wag “the first time [ gver saw..

himin a suit."

“I'm not paranoid, but I think
The Tennessear is out to get us,”
Black said, adding that as a result
of Thompson’s undercover work,
the Kian is “making seme atiempt
to limit that kind of thing.”

Black said some other reporters
are openly members of the Klan,

not to write stories, but because -

they sympathize with the. group’s
racist philosophy.

“MANY MEDIA people are very
favorable Lo our organization, be-
cause they se€ what’s happening in
the country,” Black said. !
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“In the broadcast media, there's
a3 great deal of anli-white discrimi-
nation, and some people are inter-
ested in joining — not a lot."

Asked how mary media repre-.
sentatives are Klan members,
Black said, "1 wouldn't want {o es-”
timate. There are some. Nobody
here.” -, .

BLACK CALLED Thombpson’s re-.
port that his group is losing mem-
bers “absurd speculation™ but de-
clined to give membership figures.

“I'm not claiming we're a iarge
organization,™ Black said. “We're a

“smatl organization. We have 2 long
way to go. ’ .

“But our membership has not,
shrunk; it has stabilized. We'ver
done better than I hoped.” .

" BLACK SAID Thompson’s sio-
ries about his group “might even,
enhance morale a little bit.” R

Asked if Thempson could be In-
dangerfrom the Xlan, Black said:

“No. It's pure melodrama about
the police protecting his house. It's
hard for me to believe the local po~
lice have nothing betler to do.”

BLACK SAID HIS reaction to.
Thempsen’s undercover role is.
“moere amusement than anything."

Asked why he scheduled a press:
conference to respond to stories he
described as unimportant, Biack
said, *You ali are concerned or you
wouldn’t be here.” * o

“I didn't anticipate that this-
would be a big story that would put:
Mr. Thompson en the TV talk she”
circuit,” Black said. - ‘



