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' NURSH&} 1IOME ‘SCANDAL

CHICAGD-We congratulate
! Te CHICAGO, TRIBUNE for your

exposure: of - .
the  disgrace- ¢

\{ul conditlons
prevailing in "
some nursing
homes,

The Chicago

Area Counglt
iof*Senior Citi-
tzens Organiza-

tlons, Inc., con-
sisting of 76- %
senlor eltizens’
community-

| groups with 15,000 members,
‘has a bill pending in the state
!egislnture covering this sub-
ilect. Mep. Jacob Wolfe wilt
‘intraduce 'a bill sponsored by
"our organization urging the
I governor to appeint a commis-
jsion to Investigate nursing
Vhomes, halfway houses and
jretirement homes and to dras-
tleally tighten up on licenses
and Inspections,

We are most happy that your
| paper,  together with  other
, news media,.has taken up the
ccudgels  for * our negleeted
elderly in these lnstilutions
(and can gssure you that you,
iwill have the full couperation
of our erganization,

: Rov B. NoRpHEIMER

Paesident

Hordnglmer

| CHICAGO—TuE THIBUNE Is
 to be congratulated on its series
of articles regarding thé condi-
i tions of local nursing homes.
{ These horrible, unspeakable
i conditions are almost too much
i lo read. Some of us did not
I realize they existed to such an
exlent.

| As a2 woman -over 65, still
" working and paying Into Social
Security; 1 protest that the
money I am paying. toward
Soclal Security is belng used
{by unscruptlous owners in
such a way. What can’ we tax-
paying citizens do to help in
this situation? Please tell us.

Ouve FUSENHEISER

NAPERVILLE — 1 was

stunned when I beheld the
headlines of your nursing
home report (Mareh 1):
i “Profit Motive Is Blamed for
Negleet, Filth” Have your
i sources aceurately diagnosed
' motives?
! This mention of profil, with
‘all its connolation of sorio-
i cconomic ideology, falls inlo
one of the most tragic fallacies
of our times. Pause to reflect
that there are nonprofit, publje
institutions also plagued by
neglect and filth, and some
profitmaking homes are ex-
cellent, NIGEL AKERMAN

MILWAUKEE — It was with.
a mixture of shock, horror and
pity that 1 read THE TRIBUNE'S
task force report on nursing
homes in the Chicago area. It
'is a shame that dignity, re-
spect and care are denied to
some elderly peaple.
¢~ Why can’t some volunteers
from church groups and
. women’s clubs get into these
homes ta help out? No doubt
their presence would also help
keep the narsing home opera-
tors on thelr toes. Surely there
should’ also.bhe a strong state
invéstigation of existing abuses.

MRs. M. HANSER

CHICAGO—I wish to com-
mend THE TRIBUNE's task force
for its masterly exposure of
‘the horrors of some Chicago
jnursing homes. It made me
‘recall that during both World
Wars there were programs by
!swhich a family could adopt a_
lonely -soldier, write him and
send him gifts to cheer his
lonely existence. Could not
something like this be done for
our lonely old and sick?

I know there are many who
would like to participate in
such a cause, if it could only
he organized. We just do not
know_where of how to siretch
out olir hands-in {riendship. -

S1STER" VIRGINTA™ CANNING

CHICAGO—Thapk you for
prinling the serles about the
homes. for the aged and for
doing. the work necessary fo
get the information. I had no
idéa such things were going
on. What can we do to help? _

Lucy ScHNEiDER




