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No Clearer Now

of the nation is no clearer now

han it was before the President

addressed the Congress on the

subject..

Such speeches are traditionally

a time for the leader to boast of

past tnun;ph- :régi ext:.nd the

romise of great things to come.

to the extent that he did that,

Nixon is not to be criticized more
than most of his predecessors.

‘The most conspicuous quality
in the speech is a lack of candor.
The nation would not be surpris-
ed to hear—indeed might even
sympathize with — the Presi-
dent's desire to put Watergate
behind him. We'd all like to have
it behind us, but not before the
hard questions have been an-
swered and the proper judg,

- /ments-made;

The Wall Street Journal, sure-
Iy no flaming torch of liberal-
ism, said Nixon’s remarks about
Watergate irked Republicans as
well as Democrats and stiffened
the House resolve to push the im-
peachment inquiry. They could
well cost him Republican support
in a showdown, the Journal pre-

dfcts: 11 tHIS TUTTS DUt to"be tPTe;
the remarks may have been
eminently worth making. For the
Watergate matter needs to be
settled, and on grounds ather
than partisan. -

But the listener_ heard o!her
parts of the address with a sense
of unreality, too. The President

ledged to win, with the help of

Jongress, the flgh! against infla-
tion, but proposed an inflation-
ary deficit budget.

And-when-he said that-people-
are earning more and what they
earn buys more than ever before
in history, he cannot have ex-
pected to be taken seriously by
the American citizen, who over
the past several years has seen
prices rise ‘steadily and- wages
fail to keep up. Every trip to the
grocery store or the gasoline
pump brings a new shock.

In short, he attempted to put a
good face on the national econ-
omic situation when it is evident
that we face grave problems that
can scarcely get better without
first getting worse. The Presi-
dent's own economic advisers

less optimistic than their leader
—even to the extent of predict-
ing mild recession.

Moreover, the President pro-

‘mised & wide range of new serv-

ices—national health insurance,
welfare reform, subsidization of
public transportation, and others,
none of which, he vowed, would
cost us. anything more in taxes.
It will not wash. It doesn’t square
with the simultaneous promise to
end inflation. The President can-
not be unaware of the contradic-
tion.

Nor is the public likely to be
greatly deceived. Though they
may mistake loyalty for the of-
fice for loyalty to the incumbent,
people know what they know.
and-that i3 that a good salary no
longer is adequate, that we face
serious shortages of essentials,
that we continue to pour mjllions
into South Vietnam to support a
despotic regime, and that public
confidence in the government is
at a very low point.

That is the true state of the na-
tion. >

“Rescue Ceres! -

An article on the Kansas flag
in the Sunday Eagle-Beacon last
week has brought a large re-
sponse from Kansans who are
concernéd with the appearance
of the state's symbol.

Many want the flag left alone
while some feel there is need for
change.

The controversy is under-
.standable. It is not the first time
«differences have developed over

a state symbol.

———Shortly-after-the-state-capitol —

The Observer

was built in Topeka an argument
developed over the statue to.be
placed atop the capitol dome.

An artist was commissioned
who came up with a beautiful
sculpture of Ceres, the goddess
of the harvest. What could be
more appropriate for the wheat
state?

But wouldn't you know it? A
legislator somehow found out
that (‘eret w 3|10 the goddess of
Tertility. ness!

Though a plaster cast was
made—and—stilt—resides—some-

where in the depths of the Kan-
sas State Historical Society, the
project was never completed.
So, the state’s capitol dome is
decorated with an electric light
bulb to warn unwary aircraft.

Its red color add& a bit of
class, perhaps, but not as much
as Ceres would.

If the legislature can't see its
way clear to place her on the
dome where s{\’e belongs, there
at least ought to be some addi-
tional casts made of her so that

b destroyed.

Boneless Sunday and Tales for Bright Kids

By RUSSELL BAKER

As Tong as Old Mother Hubbard kept a
bone-filled cuj rd for her poor dog the

0 happily that the dog often
said, "Suu]y we are living happlly ever
after, just as fairy-tale characters do,
and our lives must therefore be a fairy
tal

Don't deceive yourself,” Old Mother
Hubbard said. “Life is earnest, life is
real.”” The dog, who had {r%v ]‘ler
anything but times with plenty ol

v ummdmwdm she talked in this
vdn, (ﬂl’ he was confident that the bones.
would go on forever.

ONE DAY THE KING announced that
" there was a great bone crisis. “The
bmu u mnmnu ou! " he’ said. To "

he created B?mlel:a
Gy 208 Aoubied bone prices for the
- dther ylu( days of the week. “Alway:
- remember,” lh! krr\u a4id, “that life In
- earnest, life is re

“Nuts to the kmg." said the dog. ‘‘The
crisis is just a conépiracy by the bone
cmel to gouge the'bonesumer.”

- One Sulurdly‘ whue trying to cut Into
a-long line-of waitii bors bbuym"grrg
Mother. Hubbird wat < by an a

*-man-who had been-waiting two-hours to
buy a half pound of chicken-wing bones.
+-*Life is earnest; ll!a (! rnll . )\G told: her

ited 1l
* have been doubled due {0 “the bone
crisis;’ @ ﬁmeﬁrﬁxlm\‘h!r

"~ some Indian-head pennies stashed in e

: Morning Prayer

“Really, John! After 3 years of mar-
rlage -w‘y‘u start introducing me as
. _your-cohab'r” =

" BUNDAY  NIGHT,

sugar bowl while showing her .a legal
docuinent which stated, “Life is earnest,
life is re

0ld_ Mother

Hubbard went to the cupboard to get her
poor dog a bone, but when she got there

ho cupboard was bare,and 5o the

dog Yeft hame to go {o Acapulco with 4

Texas bone millionaire who loved the

idea of having a dog who eould .say,

NuLl ln the king.”

g & all alone, shot, -
desmula and boneless,” cried the old
wom

“Llle is urneal llfe is real,” replied
the dog, more to amuse his new master
than “to justify himself to Mother
Hubbard.

MORAL: If you want to be one of the

plumns MPI: you must always
du as  a  dog-eat-dog
prowsluon

WHEN THE KING WAS told birds had

been baked into the pie just set before ;

him, he was :llrm

. 2 pie.
w a( something as_siringy, “tasteless
ice-infested -as a blackbird.’"

Pnuy that crurps g "Shn
slice,” said thu‘unen, “or you hurt lha
cook’s feelings.
nights later, Mlh.l.lw homefrnmlhs
plllce at the dark of Lhe moon,- the cook:
was-attacked by~ armored: figures
a

yoummt nust engage in gourmet
-out-brand-new recipes
o can have bodies dumped

AT THE TOP OF A steep hill they had
climbed to fetch a_pail of water,Jack

bo%a about. wha.
would carry it down. Angered at Jack's
insistence "that she, being “just a
wm-n, must let Jack carry me pml
Jﬂl hu.n.Lm.h_chm

is said rn nqnl.r. )u
potential customers to luhml their
!doﬂ their neatness and oﬁguulhy
.u,.v aré _Tnvariably
cited an example of how those
,oltenng slllled services have become
the new elite in our society. Some of
000

1secal
Why this shoyld be so s a mystery.
Afer all, how many times a year — or a
decade, ' for that—matter — does ~the
-age homeoymer require the services
of & pluber? There aren' tha! many
new houses being buikt o keep them ail
busy.

mystery, qm if plmubmm-
nottelling anyone.
docu:n

and gave him such a push that he fell
down and broke his crow

The hospital was unable to

Jack’s —erown—correctly, and
permanen(ly incapacitated. He remned

lawyers to sue Jill, who had taken over
Jack’s old job as a hogshead roller and
had done it so well that she was rolling
hogsheads twice as fast as Jack had
ever done.

A jury ruled that she would hu\. (n
pay Ja Jack most of her salary for
ol her Tife and she died in early mrddlu
age of wondering where the next dollar

was going to come from to pay the gas
bill. The king sent a wire at her death,
but, having “misunderstood his press
secretary, he referred to her as “‘a great
hedgehog-rider."”

Moral: The fruit of victory in'the good
struggle is usually coronary thrombosis.

WHILE EATING CURDS and whey on
a tuffet, Little Miss Muffet was so
mmea to see-a spider amble along and
ide-her that her first
lmpulsa was to run. Instead, ‘she
inspected the spider closely and saw that
it Wa$ actually & new eavesdropping
“device designed to“look like an
ambulatory s

Placing her mouth close against the
electronic spider, she shouted in her
loudest voice, “Nuts to the king!" Both
the king’s eardrums were broken and,
50, while he was in the gorse hunting
wild boar-next day, he did nof hear the
warning screams of J'us cmm, and
wsuceumbed |o;chu

(€ Y. Times News Sorvice

n
was

Whers thers’s smoke, thers’s Darr!

James Kilpatrick’s View

WASHINGTON

Alas for Myra Bradwell! She was born
100 s00n. One of these days, when the
Supreme Court completes its
judicial ratification of the Equal Rights
Amendment, perhaps the women's

~ libbers will revive her name and pay her

‘posthumous honors.
‘These reflections are prompted by the
court's action the o(h:r day in cases

!nvulvmg thrée gnant  school

teachers, two of Lhem Crmllnd the

{hird in Chesterfield County, Va. All
hree had been suspended from  their

Johs under school board regulations.

With Justice Rehnquist and Chief Justice

Burger dissenting, the court ruled the

suspensions - unconstitutional and laid

n-_pew guidelines. Local school
boards henceforth must not infringe
upon the “basic constitutional right” of
school teachers to gel themselves
pregnant and stay on the job.

IT WAS A NOTABLE VICTORY for
women's Tiberafion. majority
opinion, written by Justice Stewart,
further buttressed a judicial structu

November, 1971, when the court-
an Tdzho siatuts whieh selg that “males
must be preferred-to-femates™ in certain
probate cases. Subsequently, the court
has held that single women in
Massachuselts are enlitled to oblain
gontraceptives; Louisiana  and
liscriminate  against
HI(‘glllmn(e children; that the U.S. Army
must treat women officers like men; and
that the Pittsburgh Press cannot classify
help wanted ads by sexual preference.

Guest Edltonal

Whether the court sails under the flag
of Equal Protection, or Due Process, or
Privileges and Immunities, the course is
clear: The court itself, sub silento, is
ratifying the pending Equal Rights
Amendment. It is of only passing
interest that Montana on Jan. 21 became
the 32nd state to ratify, leaving six to go.
Stewart and his gallant colleagues are
making the states obsolete.

ONE  S8UPPOSES  THAT Myra
Bradwell would be pleased. All that I
know of this pioneer libber is that she
was born in Vermont, moved to Chicago,
ot a legal education, married, and in
1672 applied for a license to practice law
This was only four years after the
Fourteenth Amendment- had been
declared part of the Consitution. The
Tllinois Supreme Court flatly turned her
fown, and on April 15, 1873, the U.S.
Supreme Court voted 8-1 to affirm.

Justice Samuel F. Miller spoke for the
court, saying that if a_state- wants- to
prohibit women from practicing law,
nothing in the Fourteenth Amendment
stands in the way. Justice Joseph P.
“Bradley added a_concurring opinion in

“which he rang “all the bells of male
chauvinism

“The civil law,” said Bradley,
well as nature herself, has alw;
recognized a wide difference in  the
respective spheres and destinies of man
and woman. Man is, or should be,
woman's protector and defender. The
natural and proper timidity and delicacy
which  belongs the female sex
evidently u nu it for many of the
occupations of civil life.”

IT 1S REPUGNANT to the concept of
family, Bratlley went on to say, for.a
woman to adopt “a dis
independent career from that of her
husband."” To be sure, many women are
unmarried, but they are exceptions to
the general rule: “The he Deramoust

des|

lulﬂl.lwlha nd)!' and benign ofllcu uf
wife and mother. This is the law of the
Creator.”

- Bradtey'sinteresting constructton
of the law, both constitutional and
divine, Justices Stephen Field and Noah
Swayne agreeably joined. It was quite
some time, I suppose, - before Illinois
licensed lady lawyers.

NOW, THIS IS OUR thought for today:
Not one comma of the Fourteenth
Amendment has been changed since that

ay in April when this Illinois Portia lost
her case. Only the judges have changed.
1t is a fair assumption that the sighi

justices who concurred in Bradwell vs.

Tllinois in 1873 had a clear understanding
what the Fourteenth was intended to
accomplish. Certainly they. must have
had a clearer |xnder<land1ng of ‘‘intent”
than the i stices who united-in-1973
in Frontiero vs. Richare
the woman officer.
Well, Justice Bradley is dead, but
Justice Stewart lives. ‘The Constitution is
what the judges say it is, and the
“intention of the framers” no longer
greatly matters. It doesn't greatly
matter, in any event, in that expanding
citadel-of_jurisprudence which ought to
be known to memorialists heréafter as
the Myra Bradwell School of the Law.

Wathingten Star Syndieats

on, the case o

“Larned, the City, Is a Nice Place

e can't say whether living within
Imned State Hospital is a demoralizing

experience. It's a matter of spirit, of
conditioning, we suspect. For some

people not constitutionally endowed nor
Ingratned by expertence it may be.

Yet, hundreds of Larned residents
daily spend one-third of their working
lives in carrying out their various duties
at the hospital five miles west of Larnéd.
They_show no apparent il effects. For
some it’s a-matter of conditioning
themsefves to living in “two different
worlds,

Mental institutions such as Larned
State Hospital — at least those sections
mn\xdmg treatment for the worst of the

— cannot under optimum
mmhnons be a picture of serene living.

insanity multiplied many times
over in many degrees gan
dc'\res‘lng demura\lzmg experience for

G WICHITA E;\GLE_ reporter.
says she found this out after eight days
of voluntary commitment with these
unfortunate " people ir=Rush. Ward at
Laned State Hospital. To see treatment
of nakedness™and _seclusion  where
suicidal tendencies exist; to. see ople
bound or jacketed — even drenchy
the shock of cord wate:

And drogs insanity's treatment lives
with them, if only a step removed, in‘the

eyes of some, from the dreaded electric
shock treatments the-wonder drugs for
the most part have replaced.

Insanity is a complex disease with no
dear dividing line and a lot of gray,
Treatment is a mixed science by people
of differing emotions. They must react to
a_given situation with safety of the
patient valued with those of other
charges and aides.

‘The human body' 's senises and faculties
maturally rebel in“a “say it isn't so"
escapism when newly confronted by the
tragedy of insanity and our still
makeshift way of coping with it.

SO WICHITA EAGLE reporter Betty
Wells isn't uncommon when she says it
was & nightmare. Most of us, given her
role in a sudden departure from the
world of openness, honking horns,
lau;hw work activity and rational idea

excha; robably would agree.
‘Butto diepo int of our discus:

LARNED STATE HOSPITAL is a

. mental institution — a treatment center

th_ _strong

for Alness that has thé Famifications of a
serene countenance _turning to sudden
violent behavior, or in the gray area to
behavior - that ‘would shock even—the
at heart, The institution west. of
Lay red _while a fine mmzutlm with

- peapie.
mk should n6t be mmlTM one and
m- same as Larned City,
have—beerr stewards of Larned

L5 L sae-ol-
ru:anl letters to the editor is a’little
alarming; 1 hope it:is not representative
of a majority in th il

pedple ha SmBI-

at their reasoning p

cesses have been replaced by name call-

ing Ind vindictiveness. 1 would wish to

Temind these le that disagreement

is not always-the-same as disloyalty, and.

»r the precious freedom.of lrngm and ex-
our-United

of
feis entirely probable that oné who hon-
sily and sncerely eriines. i coun:
iry' pliies or leaders may

patriotic thanone who blj

all, without taking the time

learn alFhe ca

little to Jéarn

ddress_and_tele,

be.
E:ﬂnwwﬂ/
e tiers. The opinlons expressed
mu.muuh-rn«ndm of - the
newspaj ers from the same per.

on W not e published ofteper_than
once every 30 days,

even prophetic commentators around to-
d the Eagle con-
unllet to print his column. Tf it is not
possible for the-reader to examine. anoth-
erpunlo(vlvwwllhwo_pmmnpd ind
hout accusations of sinister conspirac
one-is—

those few square in-

ALFRED JAMES 111

couldn't
. nnmug.um "The time Ia long past due
for-

So Obviously Politicuf

was_s0. dmwsly wllﬂu! n was

nauseafing. It would be interesting to -

lmwbnmal.ly paid for the ad.

Kansas the
__otherwise.

State Hospital since the early 1900s. We

believe we have done a most. satisfactory

job under the conditions .of inadequate

state financial concern. Yet Larned City
~i8 a distinct entity.

She is a progressive, beautiful
community of 5,000 persons; a - city
which in Kansas probably has no peer in
cleanliness, in love and development of
the arfs and culture, m economie
vitatity,—comm; Sodwil,
hard-working people. with fen jobless
and many dedicated to their. work at
nearby Larned State Hospital.

SO WE THOUGHT IT unfortunate, ll
did many in -Larned, that the Wichi
Eagle’s headtine Monday to the Bllly
Wells' story declared in what must be
43-point sized type: “Living at Larned Is
a Demoralizing Experience."
cre was s smaller subhead:
T~ Stripped st Larned. "

The Eagle, to-quitex
few homes in Kansas. A lot of readers,
u:lrar may get the ion.

understand the: headline writer's
pllzhl Putling Larned State Hospital
into an adequate head for the story can
be adifficult chore.

uy

ey | from hurldmﬂ Lo building.»
eferring to Larned State
vne undfnlood here,
tunnel system that has its primary
z“%';ﬂ!,"f_@w lines. Jn_cold

permits transfer of patients ~

for treatment.
To some readers 'in the . reachesof
improssion may b4

series inned would - make
clear reference to the institution,
promised.

We mﬁd what we thought was an

be .

ver l*'rrl on § uyl he 18 not
aule ¥ o v e et lily

adequate apology-

Bk mayhe harm i already thert. This
newspaper_doesn't reach out. to
dacrstep numbers.of the Eagle, For un

i Capone was sent to Ajcatray.for or e most part what we saY hére.reaches

same crime that ‘Agnew and
committed and they are running !m
And
payroll. Senattr Goldwater said on Meet
ecemly that many mem
pass -n

to  take . over ils
the Constitution Iid out

1 say impeach then
i 12
" ;

several are still on the public _

those closest and _most  familiar 'Ilh
Larned and Larned State Hospital.

WOULDTHE EAGLE be so kind as to
editorially pojnt out that Larned is a
great place to live, a vibrant commiunity
in a wmnx agricutturat uumgr We

e don ask Publlsber smn To take
our_word, but_ lor himself -
community, her energy-and her

He won't be the ﬂmmm
that grows from hearts of people. ' -

* The (Larned) Tiller and Toller,

I
)
b




