
Pawnee County Mental Health
group says LSH attacks unfair

(Editor's Note—The following
report \\as prepared by the
Pawnee County Mental Health
Association The report seeks to
clar i fy misconceptions that
may have arisen from a series
of stories wr i t ten for the
Wichita Eagle )

We are writing in response to
the recent articles on the
Lamed State Hospital in the
Wichita Eagle written by Betty
Wells \Ve realize that Miss
Wells thought she was writing
an expose but she lacked the

^experience and t ra in ing to
-judge what was taking place
around her at the hospital.

It is the opinion of this
organization that Miss Wells
has caused great damage with
her articles to the patients in the
".hospital with an invasion of
their privacy, and disruption of
treatment, discouragement and
fear for those seeking treat-
ment , and for the destruction of
the image of the mental health
•program Several patients have
been removed from the hospital
against medical advice and are
still sick Their chances of
recovery have been hindered
because of these articles and
the way they were written This
would be a terrible burden to
realize that one person had
denied sick people the op-
portunity for recovery and for a
normal life for personal gain
and to sell newspapers

In Miss Wells' article mental
illness is not accurately por-
trayed Mental illness is not
some mysterious malady that
suddenly befalls the pat ient ,
rather, it is a set of conditions
within the environment of an
individual wi th which he cannot
cope This condition can be
relieved with medication unt i l
the person can learn new ways
of coping with the problems
facing him To the unmitated or
uninformed it would appear the
pat ient was over-medicated,
but such is not the case The
average person has no con-
ception of the enormity of the
patient's problems as they view
them. To gam respite and relief
requires enough carefu l ly
controlled medication to ac-
complish the task

THE S\ME IS TRUE OF
seclusion, which is another
phase of treatment, not pun-
ishment This type of treatment
allows the patient to escape the
pressure of the environment (o

regain his perspectives
We feel that the layman has

no basis on which to judge the
t rea tment of patients.
Treatment should be subject
to the judgment of the
professionals as they have had
years of training in this area
and are not acting on the bias of
ignorance in mak ing their
decisions.

The main purpose of the
Larned State Hospital is to treat
and return people back into
society stronger than they were
before they became ill. If you
will check the records it will be
found that the hospital has been
doing an outstanding job in spite
of many unnecessary han-
dicaps Let us not get carried
away by sensationalism and
opportunism

One of the primary problems
at the hospital is money, not
enough of it We are being
penny wise and dollar foolish if
one considers what the cost to
society will be for ruined lives
compared with the cost of
treatment. There are at present
forty-five to fifty vacancies at
the ins t i tu t ion due to low
starting salaries. The people of
the quality needed for these jobs
are available if the salaries
were realistic.

ON A BUDGET BASIS
Larni'cl State Hospital is
allowed thirty dollars a day per
pat ient , Osawaloinir State
Hospital K allowed forty-two
dollars per day, and Topeka
Slate Hospital is allowed fifty-
two dollars per day for treat-
ment per patient. It is our un-
derstanding that Larned State
H o s p i t a l is treat ing more
patients than were budgeted for
and the other institutions are
treating fewer patients than
were budgeted for.

In addition we are one of the
lew stale institutions that does
not have a Director of Training
and Research. Until recently
the hospital has depended on
federal funds for this service
and has shared these funds with
the Larned Communi ty It
would be a tremendous help to
have a state-financed con-
t i n u i n g Staff Development
Program for the Larned State
Hospital

It would appear that the
reporter was merely writing
about preconceived ideas about
the hospital and wrote only
about those things she saw that

would support her precon-
ceptions giving a slanted and
narrow view of what she
thought she saw. We admit that
there are conditions that need to
be corrected and the hospital
attempts to do this through a
continual evaluation program.

In another recent article in
the Wichita Eagle Judge Owens
makes a reference that the
mission of the addiction unit is
to cure alcoholics. The goal is
rather to have recovered
Alcoholics as there is no such
thing as a cured alcoholic. Any
alcoholic is only one beer away
from a life of misery and the
only answer is learning to ab-
stain Larned Stale Hospital has
been doing an outstanding job in
this area

WE FEEL THAT these at
tacks on the Larned State
Hospital and the Larned
community are unwarranted as
we are very proud of the
hospital and its ac-
complishments The com-
munity of Larned has tried to be
supportive of the hospital in
various ways such as volunteer
services, the establishment of a
Halfway House and an em-
ployment program for the
Alcoholic unit, a social hour for
the patients shopping in Larned
at the Methodist Church sup-
ported by the other churches
This is to name but a lew of the
things that are being done for
patients by cituens of the
community

If these articles are a ploy to
discredit Larned State Hospital
and the community of Larned in
order lor Wichita to take this
institution or a part of it to
Wichita, we of the community
should he lighting for the in-
stitution to save the investment
the community has in the
hospital and to save the in-
vestment the hospital has in the
community. If we were to lose
this institution to Wichita the
city of Larned could become a
ghost town along with the
surrounding towns where many
of the employes live. Many of
the rural people who work at the
institution would lose their jobs.

If there are conditions that
need correcting al the hospital
such as not enough staff pointed
out by Miss Wells, we should
help in anyway that we can to
correct them, but let us not be
sold out for the sake of selling
newspapers and stealing an
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REGULAR FLAVORS
V A N I L L A • C H O C O L A T E
FUDGE RIPPLE
SHERBETS
ORANGE • LIME HALF GAL
PINEAPPLE
PREMIUM FLAVORS
NEAPOLITAN • S T R A W B E R R Y HALF GAL.
C H O C O L A T E CHIP • BUTTER
PECAN • FRENCH V A N I L L A
C H O C O L A T E MARSHMALLOW
B U T T E R BRICKLE • C H O C O L A T E
ALMOND • CHERRY NUT • CHERRY VANILLA
BLACK CHERRY • B L A C K WALNUT

T E X A S PECAN

COME IN AND ENJOY
A FREE SAMPLE OF

OUR FEATURED FLAVOR

YOUR CHOICE
• ICE MILK BARS
• POPSICLES
• FUDGSICLES

(LETTUCE i TOMATO Se EXTRA EACH)

3 f oi1 11

Cheese
WITH GOLDEN FRENCH FRIES
AND A 1 2 OL cup OF

2520 10th
793-9892

Great Bend

rt n, 2016 19th
Feter Fan 793-9978

institution from our community
that is so much a part of us and
so vital to oui- way of life.

The Larned State Hospital
has cared for the community in
various ways for many years
and now is the time for the
communi ty to support the
Larned State Hospital.

We are told that an in-
vestigating committee has been
formed the majority ol which
are from Sedgwick County We
are very dubious about the
outcome of this pending in-
vestigation to be conducted by
those who may have an axe to
grind.
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WORLD ALMANAC
FACTS

A stalactite is an icicle-like
deposit of calcium carbonate
which is created by water
trickling through cracks in a
limestone cavern's roof, The
World A l m a n a c says A
s t a l a g m i t e is a cone of
c a l c i u m carbona te w h i c h
rises from a cavern's floor
under a stalactite. Famous
deposits are f o u n d in the
L u r a y Caverns , Va.; the
Carlsbad Caverns, N M , and
Mammoth Cave, Ky.
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GOODWYCAR
AMERICA'S

TIRE
GOOD? YEAR

Q «-— '«8S= = —

POWER STREAK
POLYESTER CORD TIRE

45 blackwall tubeless
size A78 13 plus $180
Fed Ex Tax and tire
off your car

Polyester cord for
smooth ride

BlacKwall
Size

A78-13
B78-13
C78-14
E78-14
F78-14
G78-14

H78-14
F78 15
G78-15
H78-15

Blackwall
Price and Tire
Off Your Car

$16.45
$17.45
$18.50
$20.55
$22.60
$23.65
$24.65
$22.60
$23.65
$24.65

Plus Fed.
Ex. Tax

$180

$188

$217

$233
$241

$ 2 5 5
$277
$242
$263
$282

WHITEWALLS-$3.00 More Per Tire

« Husky appearance and
6 riding ribs for traction
and good mileage

"Rain Check — II v\e sell out
of your size we wi l l issue a
rain check assuring future
delivery at the advertised
price."

5 WAYS TO CHARGE • Our Own Customer Credit Plan « Master Charge
• BankAmericard • American Express Money Card • Carte Blanche

792-2171
SERVICE STORE 1820 MAIN

STORE HOURS:

8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Monday - Friday

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Saturday

BAR S HOLIDAY

LB.

THIES FULLY

BUTT PORTION
or WHOLE

SHANK
PORTION

LB.

SWIFT'S BROWN & SERVE

LB.

LINK
PLEASMOR

SLICED
BACON

DEWEY FRESH

U.S. NO. 1

RED POTATOES
10 LB.

POLY BAG
$1.59

VINE-RIPENED

TOMATOES
CRISP GREEN

CABBAGE

LB.

LB.

39
13

PRIDE
SALTINE CRACKERS 1 LB.

BOX 39

ORANGE JUIC
5 6OZ.

CANS

GOLDEN RIPE

BANANAS 12C
LB.

100 CT. BTL.

BAYER ASPIRIN 79
SATHER'S 39c ASS'T.

COOKIES 3pK«rl.OO

39e

27e

PINK LADY FABRIC

SOFTENER QT.
BTL.

IDEAL

DOG FOOD 15V2 OZ.
CANS

SUPER MARKET
18™ 6* WASHINOTON

" WHERE YOUR FOOD DOLLAR "BUYS MORE

OPEN
SUNDAYS

10:00 to
6:00


