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The Sun-Tnmes and
the Better Govern-
ment Assn, ran a
Near North Side bar,
the Mirage, for four
months to investigate
corruption and fraud
in the tavern bus-
iness. This is the 21st
article of a continuing
series, [

By Pamela Zekman
and Zay N. Smith
Copyright 1978 The Chicago Sun- T'mes

Angel, a B-girl with dark brown| hair, sat in

a booth at the Mirage and talked gbout selling.

sex in North Side go-go joints.
“The girls live like animals,
“And all they want is a chance,k
human beings.” ¢
Angel wanted something more [out of life.
She thought she saw a way with the Mirage.
The Mirage — a tavern operated for four
months by The Sun Times and |the Better

she said.
to live like

. Government Assn. at 731 N, Wells — met An-

gel while it was tracking down |Norm and
Rose Bersh, operators of the Bowery, 1504 N.
“Wells, a go-go joint that sells watered-down
drinks in public and sex in'private|rooms.

The system is called “heavy mixing” and it
is what keeps the vice squad busy.

Ange} was hanging around in a dark, dingy
hallway at the Berwyn Theatrigal Agency,
1109 W. Bryn Mawr, a business the Bershes
say they operate, in part, as a|conduit for
prostitutes.

Angel was wearing slacks and |a navy-blue

-blouse. She fidgeted with a filter cigaret. She

scratched absent-mindedly at a Small, illeg-
ible tattoo on her upper right arm. She was
with her husband, Roger, a' sometime secur-

" ity -guard with slick black hair and a mus-

tache,

Both warned the Mirage to stay away from ;

the Bershes and héavy mixging.

“This place won't do.you any| good,”. she
said. “You want pretty girls. We yised to have
a lot -of pretty girls here, but they've ...
changed.”

Was it that bad working for Rose Bersh?

“A lot of us girls, especially the married
ones; don’t want heavy mixing|” she said.
“‘We just want light mixing, you know? But
Rose says you gotta keep going {in that back

room. That’s why I gave notice. I| refuse to do-

that Kind of stuff.”

e e @ .
Angel wasn’t asking much. All she wanted
was light mixging — some goqgo - dancing,

some mingling, maybe some hugging but ‘no
more. Yet it wasn't easy finding such work.
“There’s almost no-place in town for it,”

. she said.

Angel was talking to Jeff Allen, who played
the role of Mirage owner, and Sun-Times re-
porter Zay N. Smith — Norty the bartender.
They tald her that the Mirage, come to think

‘of it, might want to learn more about light

mixing. Would she and her husband like to
visit?

“You name the time,” Angel said.

Angel and Roger arrived at the Mirage
shortly after 3 p.m. Sept. 29, It was more than
a social call. Angel clearly saw this as her
chance to eseape to light mixing.

“*“This is the place I've dreamed about,” she
said. “I'm sure we could make it work.”

The Mirage warned Angel that it couldn’t

afford to develop a light-mixing operation for
* some time — if ever. The Mirage didn’t want

to rajse false hopes. But there was no stop-
ping her.

“Hell, this place is almost perfect just the
way it is,” she said.

Angel joined Roger in a booth to sample the
Mirage’s offer of free het dogs and beer, One

of tHe * Mirage' | findtTtover - photograghers:

wentoto work Gh the hidaen Todt 4t tHe birek of
the tavern, The lights were then turned up; as.

usued, makethe-phmgmpm*s'workeas-“ - Yougottaleave s few itthes ot glasy cledrar - -

Angel dances

the Mirage what a fine dancer she was.

* ler. But someone’s hand slipped on the rheo-

stat switch and the place was suddenly as
“bright as a television studio.

“What the hell 'is that?” Angel asked
shielding her eyes. »

“Uh, the repairman’ is working on the -

lights,” Jeff Allen said.

Angel studied the lights for a moment.
“You know what?’' she said. “I'll bet there-
used to be a stage up there behind the bar.
Look how some of those lights are pointed.”

* o oo
Angel sat back in the booth and talked with .

Jeff Allen and Norty the bartender. She-

talked, a¢ first, of what heavy mixing was
like at the Bowery, with Rose Bersh as boss.

“That may be one of the worst in the
bunch,” she said. “But there are a lot of
places like that. Money and sex, that’s all
Rose thinks about, Real greedy, you know?
Money, money, money.”

Are there many girls who don’t like heaVy
miXing?

“A lot; honey,” she said. “The girls live
like animals. And all they want is a chance to
live like human beings. That’s 'wh:" we're so

glad we ran into you. When you said you .
- might be’interested in light mixing, it was

like an answer to my prayers "
Angel and Roger got up to study the layout .
The first problem was finding an area suit-

able for a go-go dancer’s stage. Roger walked .

up to the front of the tavern and saw a solu-
tion right away.

“Hey, I think I've found your stage ” he
said .“All you have to do is extend it, like so,
into this window area, get all thase dammn
plants out of there and paint the window over
black, That's 50 nobody can see' in for free.
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Look they got my song

THE MIRAGE represented a dream opportunity for Angel{a go-go dancer
looking for a place where that's all she was expected to do for the customers,
All the tavern'needed, Angel said, were three dancers, a cocktail waitress, &
- bouncer and maybe some Elvis on the jukebox. But the Mifage jukebox did
have “Undercover Angel:” *Hey, honey, look, they got my dong,” she said to
her husband, Roger, and, as he waiched (above), climbed atop a table to show

hofas by Gene Pesek

the top of the door, though because that’s the
law.”
Is this tgpless go-go dancing ,we%e talking

. +about?

“You dop’t want topless dancing,” Angel
said. “Onck you have topless er bottomless,
you have trouble gettin’ the men to keep their
hands off. And the hands-off way is the only

way to do fit. That way a girl’s old man don’t -

get angry.”

“I’s embarrassing,” Roger said. ‘‘Some
girl picks up something on the job and then
her old man has to go to the doctor and ex-

‘This| place could be a gold
mine, . Once the word got
around |that we were straight,
we'd have loads of the right kind
of custamers.’ .

b‘lain why he’s

suddenly got syphilis.
. Jesus.” ) N
[} [ ] L ]
Angel walked over to the jukebox. The juke-

.box, she jsaid, is the crucial element. A go-go

" dancer ngeds certain tunes to keep her mov-

ing at her best.

‘‘Hey, |honey, look, they got my song” she
said. “They got ‘Undercover Angel’.”

It was|time for Angel to go for broke with a
quick audition. She said she could do her’
dancingon one of the booth tables. There are’
many places, she said, where “the go-gq danc

" ers.do it on the tables.
Norty|put a gquarter in the Jukebox, anda
pressed| the buttons-for “‘Undercoyer.Angel.” - ;

Angel'climbed onto one of the tables. It was

_ not as steady as she thought it would be. But

she wasn’t about to quit now. The Mirage’s

- few afternoon -tipplers looked on as if they

saw go-g0 dancers in street clothes jumping
up ‘on tables every day Nothing ever fazes a
tippler.

Angel was a pro. She went through her go-
go routine with a flair even as the table tee-
tered beneath her. She danced with a bored
and distant expression on her face, as almost
all go-go dancers do.

Angel climbed down from the table. She |

was still thinking about the jukeboxz.
“One problem,” she said. “You got a prej-

. udiced Jukebox No Elvis.”

e .o °
Elvis Presley was important to Angel and
Roger. He was, in fact, the light of their lives.
“I was a security guard for his last concert

“in Chicago,” Roger said. “I never left his

side. He was wonderful. He gave me a $400

tip when he left — that s a np, mind you, not -

my pay.
“1 was kinda hopm ‘he’d give me a Cadillac

like he did that guy in New York. He did that,

he really did. Gave ‘a guy in New York who
did a good job of guarding him a gold Cadil-
lac just like his. But Elvis is still my idol.”” -

Roger said he had always wanted to have
his hair styled like Elvis’s. But secunty
guards can’t get away with that.

“My wife and I went to his funeral in Mem-
phis,” Roger said. ‘“We went to the funeral
and went in his house. Only his friends got in
the house. But I had proof T was a friend of
his and we could get in. My wife, she started
shaking when we passed the. body. She stood

* there shaking. She worshiped him, tco.”
It was mentioned, tactlessly, that Elvis had

(‘-mt'nued on next page
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“He wasn’t fat,” b Roger aid. “He wore a
lletproof vést and that’s why he looked that
way. He had lots of husbands after him.”

" |What about the reports that Elvis was pop-
ping pills? g

“He was nq dope addict,’} Roger ‘said. “Tll
slug anyone who says he wa a dope addiet. 1
already have.”
[The erage pronﬁsed it \would add some
Elvis to its jukebox whent it got the chance. It

|

a go-go dancer’s repertou e for future jukebox
orders:

““The Budweiser Them e’ :
“Theme from SWAT'{|— Rhythm Heritage
“Car Wash” — Rose Rﬂoyce

“Rock ‘n’ Me” — Steye Miller, Band
“Don’t Be Cruel” — E vls Presley
“Baretfa’s Theme” —|Sammy Davis Jr.

ine Band

“Devil Woman” Chff Richard

bouncer. The dancers would cost about $35 a
night plus tips, the waitress about $150 a week
plus tips.and the bouncer about $200 a week.

“This piace could be a gold mine,” Angel

! said. “It’s separated from all those ripoff
" joints in-Old Town, and once the word got

.around' that we were Straight, we’d have
- lopds of the right kind of customers.”

“Just a matter of promotion,” Roger
added. “We could- get conventioners in here
and that’s only the beginning. You know

\

‘what we could do in November?”

‘ What?

_ By Michael Flannery
anc{ Pamela Zekman

mng the ﬁndmgs of a Sun-Times Metro-
Poll, Gov. Thompson Monday renewed his de-
and that a proposed legislative commission
lvestigate -city licensing and -inspection
procedures in Chicago. :
Thompson said the telephone survey, which
und- that 1arge1 numbers of Chicagoans be-
lieve corruption is widespread and that noth-
inng will be done to end ‘it, reflects a dan-

gerous “corrosum of the moral fiber of the

community.”’ |

l[ﬂ terviewed by telephone in hlS Springfield
ofticé, the goverhor said:

7“As The Sun-Times’ series points out,
ople go from torrupting officials (with pay-
{s), to cheating customers and then .into
other vice — like prostitution and gambling.”
In a continuing series of articles that began
an. 8, the newspaper has detailed the ex-
eriences of the Mirage, a Near North Side
vern it operated secretly for four months
ith the Better Government Assn, °

The proprietors of the Mirage were told by

perators of other small businesses and by «

usiness advisers that* payoffs, cheating on
axes and illegal deals on such items as 1i-
uor, venﬂmo machmes and garbage pickups
ere routine. It also was learned that com-
ercial sex could be used to boost profits im-
enselv

Thompson saxd that in hUht of those. fmd-

ssembly Democrats) Want to limit the pm

algo asked Angel to writq down the staples of _

“Get Down. Tomgh:”‘— KC and the Sun-

lAngel then got down to business. She said .
the Mirage would need three girls for dancing’, .
‘and light mixing, a cocktaﬂ waitress and a

or the manner m whxch u Was taken.
, “I am a little surprised that (General . ;

urge erage
r y light mixing’

. . . every cus-
tomer has to
bring in a ftoy
before the girls
serve him.’

" “Toys for Tots,” Roger said “We could tie
in with that. Every customer has to bring in a

toy before the girls. would serve h1m Wwe -

could work it that way. »

Angel and Roger would return several

times to coax the Mirage toward light mixing.
It was, they said, a matter of some urgency.

--Roger was out’ of work. Angel refused to do -
any heavy mixing. They were facing eviction -

from their apartment.

“It’s gonna look awful cold out on those
streets,”” Ange! said.

The Mirage said it couldn’t possibly swing
light mixing. That had no effect.

Once. Angel brought in one of her friends,
Paula, a rather sullen go-go dancer who an-

nounced right off that she wouldn’t mix with

“soul people.” Angel gave Paula a menacing
nudge. Angel didn’t want Paula’s attitude to
wreck this whole sweet scheme.

There were other friends. Margaret, a for-
mer Wac medic turned go-go dancer, nego-
tiated by telephone. She said she couldn’t vis-
it because she had pulled a muscle while go-
go dancing the night before.

T e e e

The Mirage; while it couldn’t go in for light

mixing, -hired Roger for an evening as bounc-

er. A band called Tin Pan Alley would play

at the Mirage now and then. A bouncer was
necessary for the packed house “that usually
occurred.

posed invi esngat!on to the Department of Rev-
enue.’
Thompson, Senate President David C. Sha-

piro (R-Amboy) and House Minority Leader

George “H. Ryan (R-Kankakee) have urged
that the resolution which would create the in-
vestigating commission be rewritten. They
want the commission's mandate to include a
réview of the “‘serious problems in licensing
and inspection procedures in the City of Chi-
cago.” They also demand that it contain an-
equal number of Republicans and Democrats.

“This is an election year,” said Thompson,
who with the ‘GOP legislative leaders had
committed himself to supporting the resolu-
tion as originaily drafted. But on Friday, the
Republicans issued their new demands.

“The Democrats should do everything pos-
sible to assure Republicans that this (in-
vestigation) will not be a witch hunt of the
Department of Revenue,” the governor said.
“My fears would be assuaged if they agree to
these two amendments.”

Results of the survey, published in Sunday’s
Sun-Times, found that 76 per cent of Chica-
goans feel corruption is a widespread, serious
problem. Nearly half (49 per cent) feel high
officials are involved in corruption and 48 per
cent believe nothing will be done to end it.

Mayor Bilandic dechned {o comment on the
MetroPoll.

“I haven't had a chance to study that poll
the
mayutsaid. :

AskelF i Re's wou}dfbe surpnsed toiéam that _

Ty v os5TRY

‘Toys for Tots

+ T like to use a slapgack when I'm boune-
ing,” Roger said. 3
“Oh, ¢’mon, honey, ‘Prou don’t need a slap-
jack.” Angel said. !

“Na, I mean I got it just in case a guy pulls
a knife or something,” Roger said. “You got-
ta be careful to keep the wrong element out of
here.” :

- The Mirage asked Roger 1o leave:the slap-
jack at home. He said that was OK:

“I know kung fu,” he said. o

Roger’s evening as bouncer for which| he
was paid $25 and a few free beers, went u?
eventfully. The Mirage was urateful for that

hompson ‘Probe more than

most Chicagoans were convinced that official
corruption is wxdespref‘itd Bilandic said:

“It would all depend on the form of the
questions and the areas of the questions.”

The mayor, who wasl interrogated in a briet
hallway encounter with reporters as he left
City Hall, could not be reached for elabora-
tion.

. County Board Pre51dent George W. Dunne,

chairman of ‘the Codk County Démocratic
Party, said of the MetroPoll findings:

“I think it is appalling that such a vast '
number. of our people feel that this is the
case. That kind of cynicism can be. very m,
jurious to our democrqcy |

Dunne, who said he would not create ‘{he .

“bureaucracy” of a nqv anti-corruption office
to monitor county employes, told a repo ,e;
|

' be told

and Roger

A?srage wner
Angel, meantime, never ga
the Mirage might try light mi
selling ard selling. :

“I know we; oul(J make it s
“Thls place, ybu people it’s
true.” -

mes Photo by Gene Petek
ANGEL AND HER husbﬁnd Roger, v»snted thé Mu’age oh seve ral occasions attempting to
* persuade the tavern to ry “light mixing” — in W
look at, but not toudh, the go-go dancers. Anglel would dancd
bouncer. “I'm sure e cou|d make it work,”
- (left) and Jeff’ Allen th0 played the role a

|

would be @

b}:ch the customers are encouraged 1o[
ngql told |Sun-Times reporter Zay N. Smith | |

CO

- that he" wou

2

I

wishing to complain of ofﬁcxa
county employes. .-

personally\ deal w1th omzens .
mlsconduct by

|
Dunne jasked that his p%rs nal offlc{a tetle-

phone (443-6404) and- his offi
N. Clark,|Chicagd, 111, 606(2)

“I will| communicate wfth
the name| of the employe invo
involved
My office
prefer chFrges .against the

|

. ?

warrante unne s;md
Dunne

referred to State’s

other,” that

H i
| i

he; citizem;:
Ived, the |datés
and all the necessary mforrria
will check it ouf- and then we -will
employe 1‘;? that is

Y

e address. (IlB '
e printed= -

tion.

said that in 1977 there were. three
- cases of|alleged mlsconduct‘that his office
tty. Bérnérd‘Carey forac-
tion. ButjCarey ruled, ‘‘for one reason or-an-

harges not be filed,| Dunne said.
" Carey cohld not be reached foxT comment.

'

NEW YORK (UPI) — What was descn )e&

as the first round-the-world excursion fare|of: .

fered by an airline was announced by I
American World Airways Monday. 1
The “Round the World in 80 Days” fare is
named after Jules Verne’s popular nove] ¢
nearly a century ago. ' i
‘The journey must be completed within 80/
days and is restricted to certain flights. Sdats
will be available on a standby basis, but the

discounts from normal globe—glrdlmg faré%cw

will run up to 45.per cent.

- coasts..Che-

Pan Am seeks Ioba ex curs:onﬂdre

class ti ket will| cost $1,599. For \a reserved
seat, the:ekcursion fare will be $2?0 higher in

economy class and $300 higher in
with unlimited stopover- prmleges
still 35 ler cent below.normal fares.

first class

That'

)

The fares will go in effect March 10, s b]ect
to federal. government approval Pag

said.

ever; 1ro utes will be oifered with st; rtmg

points fyom g ither'the .S, Atlantic or.

ony Ran
pern

acific

XCUISion iarqs will be gooq only -
nes; and bapkqtrack ng WTI not:

The economy—class tare. véﬁxbessss.,A s




