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was dne of the Worst nigh
R  /in 4 filthy
[astings :when a
ek || plerced . the

mdnths
ror.

Ah
into th
parents were nat home.

1 picked ‘up the baby, re!
moved| the beetle and suce
ceed ih ‘quieting the fright-
ened youngster, There was
no. mofe sleep |for' me that
night so I stayed with the
baby and waited for his folks
to 'return. : :
' Beetles and ;roaches and

s, they told me later,
e least of their prob-
the Florida botato helt
al50 bredds big) ratufsnakes.,

@i likely to be found ini
et .any lold’ building.|
and moshuitoes ‘were|

everywhere, bugzing around| :

remnants of food and!
P | . i

. South Caroliha Worse.

But fhat lay alead of me:

in South Carolina was just as-

bad or worse.
1°saw migrant farm labor-
ers; the very |old and the
ery golng, Mpving 13?1
&jvm Carolina Ix‘apen trucks!
nd ‘battered ofd’ buses like
1vdatbc-( on the way to a
jlaughterhouse: .
"In the 'flelds
same kind .of people I had
.met in [Florida, working 12 to
16 ‘hours a day, cheated on
thelr wages and exploited at
every hand. '
{ But
there were yourigsters only 6:
and 7 lears old working in;
the, IlelFs with the grawnups:

I saw the

Arom early. morning until ‘it

, | Worid-Talegrat Stost Writer,
[ j{ : ecided to leave Florida and'
nérth with the migrant laborers for South Carolina |

1

 produce - centér f

! cars.

in South Caroling |

&

Mlﬁﬁ, i

ty

bve
In my.life. " v
was too dark for them to
what 'they were. doing.
Here again, there
hools: for migyant,

| a

truck cro‘l()s, I:talked
llus' Araker) an nstr
ecutive and’ a .former éag
Yot the U.S. Depart of
Agticulture -for 13 years.;
Mr, Amaker, who has spent
much time. trying to improve
the lot of the migrant worker
had some strong words:
“The worst single evil fac-
Ing the migrant tarm worker
I8 his crew leader, The .crew
boss cheats him, short-cha: Iges
him and' uses every tri R in
the book to separate him from
‘fthe money he has,earned by
back-breaking toil.
“I 'see ‘the crew leaders
ﬂrlvmf around In big, fancy
know they make from
$7000- to $10,000 during a
single season, after expenses.
A lot of the money rightfully
belongs to the poor, lliterate
workers who can't ddtend
themselves. [
“The only, s‘olutloﬁ IF ‘to
take ‘the Yéemponsibility! for
recrultment '&hd- payment of
migrant woxkers away from
the crew boss and tuxn it
over to the groyrvl:r or packer

ex:
ent

or p ! e employ
then should be under. the
supervision of a trained fed-
gral agent,
| Records Must Be Kept.
“The employer should be
required under penalty ' of
law to keep mccurate work
ecords so' that withholding,
goclal security and work-

Fiving
ng.
i'91';‘1:
Ju-

' For the long Jour

men's compensation ecred)
can be made.” :

Mr. Amakef sald many mi

grants who come to Charles
ton die there or land on th
local weltare rolls. |
. “Its always the same
story,” he sald. “Somebody’s
promise of better work, bet:
ter. pay. When they learn it'
no better here, they either
keep going north or ge
stranded here.”
- He's particularly concerned
with the children. He pointeq
out that state legislation to
provide schpoly for the, mi
grant childrén Wwas killed two
;lenrs ago’ by ? strong “farm
obby and! tie “action. of seg.
regationiats.

Federal Prptection,

If these youngsters don’t
go to school in Florida,” he
sald, “or wherever they coma

from, they simply don't go a
all. So they. grow up in th
flelds and pre never prepared
o; anymlng,impre than farm
or.” g

Because no state will take

. er in the

on the job of protecting t:he
migrant laborer’s Interests,
he said, he'd like to ses fed-
eral | supervisor R
harvesting operations as “the
labor gangs move north ahd
thus' proteet the workers' in-
terests alohg the way. )
THey're . IYeeded.
“Migrant farm workers,” he
continued, “are absolutely the
lowest on the American eco-
nomic scale. Yet they are vi-
tal to the harvest of Ameyican
cropy,, Without .them," they
{armgr,.the shipper, the pack.
er, the procesdor and the con-
surnar could not‘exist.” -
‘Mr, Amaker spes some pro-
tection for the migrant work-
A Ini wage laws,
but only if there hre adequate
teeth In such’ legislation,
“Employers,” |he declared,
find ways to skirt the law.
The migrant worker continues
to be a sorrowful victim of
neglect and omission.
Some new approach i nec-
essary, some code of 20th cen-
tury laws to protect these peo-

8 watch the |/

Journey north from Florida, mi grant workets ride in as open truck on crude woode
benches. The mode is the same'for old and young~ over hundreds, sometimes a

ple from exploitation every-
Where along the line.”
‘I stood on a - Charleston
treet ¢corner and watched the
exodus of migrants north-
ward to another stopion’ the
trail. A convay of two buses,
a stake truck and an ancient,
broken.down station wagon
was  overcrowded with peo-
ple and work gear.
It was a trip to more un-
fulfilled - promises, more
cheating and more sorrows.
A bus like one of those in
the convoy had crashed into
another vehicle in North

.Carolina a’ few years ago. A

scorg of workers were killed.
'The driver was found to have
had no Insurance.

1000-Mile Trips.

Mr. Amaker had pointed
out in our talk that labor con.
tractors pick these people up
along the road somewhere,
then rumble off anywhere
theres' a buck to be made—
for the crew boss.

The ‘trip is frequently as
long as 1000 miles, both go-
ing north to harvest and re:

.

- [them or their families. A

thousand, miles,

turning home after the w
is over.

The law does not requirc
operators of migrant trans-
port vehicles to carry lability
insurance in Florida ahd
South Carolina, or in mps'
other states In the south. 1
passengers are injured |oi
killed, it's just tough luck tm‘-
ne
while compulsory insurapce
Iaws are non-existent, safpty
inzpection regulations are|so
loosely enforced that they're
almost useless.

I had seen many such cara:
vans earier in Florida. I o
to sea many more in
travels along the East Cos

rk

The great tragedy was t
for many of 'these miseraple
men, women and children,
the trip was to nowlhere.

TOMORROW:
New Jersey migrant
camps—aeven waorse than
in the South.




