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From Press Disosiches

TEHRAN, Iran — Foreign Minister Sa-
degh Ghotbzadeh announced Friday that US.
Chief of Mission and Charge d’Affaires Bruce
Laingen and two other Americans held in the
Foreign Ministry were now “free to leave” be-

‘cause they were less “important” than the 50

American hostages seized by Moslem militants
occupying the U.S. Embassy.

However, it was uneertain whether the
three would leave soon because Ghotbzadeh
said he could not guarantee their safe conduct
to the airport.

“I will ask someone to ask them what

By Paul Lieberman
and Chester Goolrick
Constilution S1alt Writers,

HOBOKEN ~ Brackish swamp water
rises above Clifford Giles’ ankles, and
thorny brush pulls at his broad shoulders
and back as he makes his way from one

Towering pine (0 anotheér, bucket in hand.
It is midsummer in the south Georgia
woods, hot — very hot — and steamy.
Giles, with an irritated grunt, slaps at

his face to chase away the swarming

mosquitos and horseflies. Sweat pours

from his body.

Clifford G;les isa turpentme man. He
is in the woods this day, as he has been
almost every weekday for two decades.
Hour after hour, he trudges through the
pines collecting their sticky gum and
depositing it in his bucket. When the
bucket is full, he dumps the gum into a
deep metgl barrel borne on a wooden
cart drawn by a pair of mules. Then
Giles begins another bucket.

The work and the conditions have not

changed much since the time when Clif-

* ford Giles' father, also a turpentine man,
labored in the pine forests. Nor were
they much different in Giles' grandfa-
ther's day.

For more than three.centuries, since
colonial times, the southeastern United
States has supplied the world much of its
turpentine through the work of the Gi-
leses and thousands like them. Turpen-
tining - one of America's oldest indus-
tries — has been, and remainsy an
enterprise totally dependent on the will-
ingness and ability of such men to go
into the woods, tap pine trees, and col-
lect the gum from those trees. !

And turpentining continues to be an
industry bearing the legacy of slavery. It
is an industry of black laborers working
for white men, laborers living in run-
down shacks knowu as “quarters” and
looking to the boss to'take care of their
minimal needs — erough income for
food, a doctor when they are sick, bail if
they are’ arrested. The boss demands
only that the men go to the woods and
work.

It is an industry in which the laborers®
speak mattemfvfacuy of colleagues
sneaking away in the middle of the night
because they have fallen in debt to the
turpentine boss. “Don’t get in debt to the

. turpentine man,” they warn a neyeomer.
It alse is, anindustry in which the
minimum wage has little meaning and
black laborers are given few of the bene-
fits which are normally bestowed on
most other types of workers.

Turpentining is a §25 million-a-year

ndustey | 10 the p sts of ‘the
“Soti , with Georgia at ter, AS
‘many as 700 turpentine producers oper-
ate throughout the région, collecting the
gum which is distilled and used i prod-
ucts ranging from paint thinner and
wood stains to shoe polish and crayons. ;
One operation is here in Hoboken, a
dot-on-the-map crossroads town 15 miles
east of the city of Waycross and 30 miles
north of the Florida Pporder. A drive
along the main street reveals that this is
a community dependent, in large part,
on the region's vast pine forests. On the
torth side of the highway, beyond a
general store and post office, are.a.saw-

they want and if they want to leave and then
(D) will try to facilitate these things," he said,
adding-that ‘as of Thursday, the three diplo-
mats had not asked to-leave Secretary of
State Cyrus Vance said the administration has
asked Iran to provide safe access to the Teh— :
ran airport for the officials.

The defiant’ ‘Iranian gevemment, boosted
by a second day of huge anti-American pro-
tests, also declared it would boycott a U.N.-Se-
curity Council meetmg on Lhe embassy Lake~f
over.

See IRA.N ?age? A

ly r.Gainesville -city officers
spotted him at a roadside phane booth on
‘Georgia Highway 53 five miles west. of

- Gainesville around 9:30 p.m., ‘police said.
. Strickland ~'was charged with ' three

“Sihith sa:d the hootmg occurred
shortly aﬁer 6 p.m. Friday at a home on
: 12

e
- -Atthorities said .the vietims were
-_members oi the same famxly ‘The dead

For Many Am@rwan39

This sxx«pert report on- “The Underpaid And Under Pm-
tected” was researched by Paul Lieberman, Chester Goolrick,
Lee May, Charlene S:mt&« Williams and Steve Johnson. The art)~' -}
cles were written by IAeberman and Goolrick. g
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mill and an adjoining lumber pany.

Sam Pritchent ( lef() ‘Dxps Gum From A Pme Tree, Barrels Fﬂled th Cum nghl) Are Unloaded From Cart

W@rk Pays Off In Povers:tyl |

' of thnusands of Amencan workers laboring | m memal jobs are

“these. workers’" “The uriderpaid work: quxeﬂy in mdusmes hidden
rd

'wagMour faws, orf fo employers wha hrazenly disregard

_other region, disregard of: the federal minimum wage —~ now
$2.90 an’ hour and rlsmg to $3.1

e 1 : .
’ wo cers nnt affected by the tederal 1aw _is the lowest in the

< tion of wage practices in mdusmes and jobs “throughout Geor
" gia“and’ beyond. Five reporters worked on mvestlgauons ex

urder. udwtwo “eounts -of —-of-one-o

were identified as Lester Carroll, 70;
Bonnie Carroll, 28; and Eddie Carroll, 38.
Wounded were Irene Carroll 67, and
June Carroll, 31,

Strickland was appare ly a boyfriend
the-women-at-the-home;-au-
thorities said.

The body of Bonnie Carroll was found
in her bedroom. The bodies. of the two
men were in the kitchen and on the
porch.. The two wounded women were
taken to the Northeast Georgia Medical

See SHOOT, Page 9-A

Court OKs
Canceling
Df Taiwan
Arms Pact

gM
20 Cenls Qutside Reta Tracing Zone

+ Staff Photos—Calvin Cr

. By Paul Lieberman
" and Chester Goolrick
+ Constitution Suli Writery

At a.time when wages aré-at an m.stoncal mgh hum']reds

. underpaid. .
" The wdemi}nlmma’ wage standard holds lmle value for

mg the. mlmmum ‘wage, in:jobs ‘which fall out of reach of the

minimum-wage standards.

The victims of wage underpayment ‘have no smgle profile’
except their poverty. They include, blacks, whites and foreign
} :th ‘and 'in‘the courtryside; men and
women; the old and the young.
Southern states, conservative and still Iargely hound to
agriculture, are the.nation's worst offenders. More than in any

Jan. 1 —=-is a tradmcn in the .

minimum. wage covenng many

- Gas Stah

v

Threpbh 1 TR f ety
wuritner-aiong—thie-mgnway-stanus—toe

See TURPENTINE, Page ¢-A
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T By TL Wells

Constitulion Staft Writer

In a move that may send the proposed
settlement of the_ Atlanta_police hiring
suit back to court, an Atlanta City Coun-
cil Fmday ded the
proposal by voting to reinstate three’
officers fired as a resuit of the 1975 po-
lice cheating scandal.

By a 4-1 vote, the council’s Finance

city.

e
tee

ure,

&

Cormities agreed to. mend the settle-
ment, drawn up after six years ‘of legal
wrangling‘among the Afro-Afnerican Pa-
trolmen’s - League, the.
“white Frateroal Order of”

However, after amendmg the meas

the matter and take it up-again’Monday.-
Councilman James Huward who pm- )

posed the change said: t‘he settlemem

" 8aid Fri

- In-the meantime, he-said, -the city -has-

From Press Ohpaiches

 WASHINGTON —. President Carter
has the authority to unilaterally termi-
nate the United States’ mutual defense
treaty with Taiwan, the US. Court of
Appeals ruled here Friday,

- The ruling overturns a federal judge’s
‘finding that Carter had violated the Con-
stitution when he ended the pact effec-
tive Jan. 1, 1980. The lower court judge
ruled in October that the treaty could
not be terminated- without the approval
of two-thirds of the Senate or a majority
of both houses of Congress.

The Carter administration had said
the Jower court's ruling posed a “serious
problem" for .US.-Chinese relations,
since “the normalization of diplomatic
relations with China was based-on an
agreement to end the U.S. defense treaty
with Taiwan.

Six members of the seven-judge panel
joined in ruling that the president had
acted legally. The seventh member of

the court, Judge George E. MacKinnon,

although saying he concurred in part
with the majority, dissented from the
ruling. He said Carter would need the
approval of both houses -of Congress to
terminate the treaty Jan. 1, 1980, as
scheduled by the administration in con-

. nection with the establishment of full

diplomatic relations with the Communist
government of China in Peking.

Panl -D. Kamenar, attorney for Sen.
Barry M.-Goldwater and 23 other sena-
tors  and repr%entaﬁv% who had

See TREATY, Page 7-A

Hak Called

In Gun Law

Enforcement

By George Rodrigue

Conslitytion Stafl Writer
Atlanta’s handgun control law, passed
just last week, will not be enforced until .
is thoroughly rewritten, a city attorney
following Tiegotiations which—

temporarily seitled a complaint by a
Buckhead gun dealer who sued the city
to stop enforcement of the ordinance.
The ordinance requires a 60-day wait-
ing period before finalization of gun
sales, to allow Atlanta police to check

the backgrounds of would-be purchasers.
Assistant City Attorney Roy Mays said
his office will have amendments to the
law_prepared by Monday's City Council
meeting, but added that it could take
weels for the full council to ratify them.

assured Fulton Superior Caurt Judge

it Joel J. Fiyer and lawyers for firearms
-—‘*déﬁier—ﬁhnck%her%e-mty—wﬁ&mt—e

force the ordinance passed <y the council

“ Nov. 21.

‘Thé amendmen could involve short--

. ening the 60-day -waiting period, as well

as -clarifying administrative  details of .

- the law, Mays told reporters. -
‘Mays said the city-does—not-plan-LEmiiy

abandon the concept of gun control, and
added that even before Lesher filed suit

5

should. not have included the-reinstate--
ment of two white officers while exclud-
redominantly ing the- reinstatement o 8
Dhc‘ and “the ™ officers. 3
The change drew harsh reactmns from
Mayor Maynard Jackson and John Nuck- i
olls, attorney for | OP

See POLICE Page 8-A

‘coop .

“be sunny

the committee voted to. hold onto
Page 2- A

Saturday in..Georgia- will

“warmer, with highs rang-
Cing from the mid:405 fo
_:the mid-50s:. petanls on

MORNING

and. a. little

Hehgnon
. Sports.

1 “not against a good (gun) law” and

* “three to five days.”

L@her who is. pmzdent of Chucks

eourt suit if he is displedsed by the re-
vised ordinance; but added that he is

might not object to a waatmg period of

See GUNS, Page sA

on viednesday“ city" attameys -had- p!an o
-, ngd to revise thé law:
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Qscar ‘Junior’ Sears, 33 Was Bom Into The ‘Turpentine Induslry

Contimned From¥Page 1-A

mrpenhne still — a conglomeration of
large metal vats used to distill the gumn
from the trees here and around neigh-
bor‘mg communities.

Along the other side of the road are
two service stations, the white people’s
Bouses and a church. Behind them, hid-
den from the main street, is a cluster of
faded, ramshackle dark-red clapboard
ghacks, a tin-roofed outhouse behind each
one. These are the turpentine quarters.

Clifford Giles lives in the shacks along
with 15 other black men and their fami-
lies. Early this morning — the sun not
.yet risen — a truck has driven through'
the quarters, a beep coming from the
horn as it. stops in front of each of the
shacks. One at a time, the men emerge
from the structures. A few of them are

P

young men, but most are ‘men it their

of workers and their bosses both tied to
the land (or, more precisely, to the pine
forests) and following patterns of life
handed down through generations. There
were, of course, intermittent reminders
worker’s shack, a photograph of Martin
Luther King Jr., and here and there an
automobile puned up in front of a shack.
The turpentine industry -has experi-. .
enced numerous ups and downs over the
decade, and the way of life in the turpen-
tine camps faces an uncertain future: Al-
though the industry has survived in the
woods of the Southeast since about 1600,
producers and workers alike report that
the new generations: are-hesitant to do
this work — it is too hard.and pays too
little.
In fact, it is easy to make the case
e’ihkaj the turpentine mdustry is a pr\me

of. thel

TaUie years, vet Tirpe
They are’ shadowy figures in the
dawn's fog, wearing caps and carrying
feed sachks over their shoulders — the
. sacks contain personal supplies and
lunch — and jugs of water in their.
‘Rands. One by one, they crowd onto the
back of the truck for the ride to the edge

halyny o,

RN IR

rule. carts which will carry them fur-
ther inta the woods for the day'’s work.
By late morning on this late July day,
“the temperature has crept above 90 and
Clifford " Giles has changed from high

el ey

style boots. The boots have holes cut in
the sides to let .the swamp water flow
cut. His. clot!nng ieavy;: Jaden. with .
‘sweat and spouzd “with” gum. He-w
mova and_holds in his right hand a “dip-

LitARATY vy

MLt

to remove the thick, sticky gur collect-
ing in metal cups attached to the trees.

Nearby there is a rustling noise. One
of the mules is moving forward a few
feet to munch on some weeds, at the
same time ‘swishing its tail to drivé
away the flies. Giles walks slowly to the:
mule cart, lugging a full bucket at his
side. By the end of this day, the cart will
carry two large barrels of gum he has
collected, each: barrel wexghmg more
than 400 pounds.

For his work this day, Giles-earns §16.

To earn that, he had left his‘shack be-
fore 6:30 in the morning and was in the
 wogds by 7 am. He worked steadily in
the hot, swampy environment, taking one
brealk, at noon. He is an honest worker.
When he notices some water mixed with
the gum, he carefully pours it out. About

AEEEG
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 out of the woods, Then he feeds
the w:mals and settles them for the
night. After the truck ride back to the
quarters, it is past 5 p.m.
Clifford Giles does not try to fxgure
.+ the nurnber of hours he works. He thinks
> only in terms of the number of barrels -
= he bas dipped, knowing he will be paid
. §8 for each barrel. He knows also that at
the end of the week the boss will make
appropriate deductions from his total —
for'water and electricity, for monies ad-
vanced, perhaps, or for other services

- Gﬂas does not worry about the total
‘The boss adds.it up,” he says... ..
A powerfil man, and one clear}y not
afraid of hard labor, Giles could get
L -other jobs. But this is the work he knows.
Ee likes it. And, here af least, the boss
mian is a good map, Still, Jeaning against
"«the mule cart after completing his sec-
-.ond barrel, smokxng 2 band-rolled ciga-
e wm Giles is exhausted. And looking out
over the seckion of woods where he
he will work nexst, Giles com-
ments to no one in particular: “Tomor-
pow be hell.
““There ain’t much gum in them
m he says. “Tomorrow gon' be a

2%
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of“the woods. There théy pick up the -

rubber boots to a pair of old combat- _

ping iron,” a metal blade which he uses -

he.climbs.into the mule cart for

can problem of underpaxd labor — work-
ers doing society’s hardest jobs while
often making wages below the rmm
mums set by federal law.

* The men who run turpentine busi-
nesses and those who help regulate the
industry agreed that'woods work is hard
labor. “It's:a nasty, dirty job. I don't
know. of any other way to describe 'it,”
‘said Cash Harper, assistant director of
the Georgia Forestry Commission.

But the turpentine bosses and industry
officials also insisted that workers'in the
industry do make the minimum wage,
now $2.90 an hour. “If a Jaborer will go
out and work, he can' make $300 a
week,” said Ralph Clements of the US.
Forest? Service, one of the nation’s fore-
most experts on -turpentining.. Clements
and others maintained that if workers
earned small amounts, it was because
they are®unmotivated, lazy or given to
drunkenness — characteristics which one
top industry “official described as “the
nature of the black.”

Testing these industry claims was part
of May's assignment. Although ir good
enough physical - condition to run 30

miles a week, he was nearly'fﬁrced to -

quit after his first day in the woods — it
was the hardest work he had ever at-
tempted.

May hunself was {0 earn less than $1
an hour for his work. As & povice, his
performaiice canaot be used to measure
an entire industry. There were, however,
May discovered, some veteran workers

“who did little better. And the turpentine

camps are full of men like Clifford
Giles, who in many ways embodies an
old-fashioned ‘American. work ethic but
who often earns less than $100 for a long
hard week, and that before deductions.
As for the laborers themselves, they

) complam .about immediate ‘work condi-

tions‘in a manner that:is not entirely dif-
ferent from workers in a big-city office.
‘At the same time, there is’ little talk
-abroad in the turpentine camp; or in the
‘woods, about the system under which the

harvesters work. There is an occa-
sional bitter comment, or a worker who
complains. For the most. part, Fowever,
this remains, simply, the way of life they
know. ExE

Lee May, the newcomer to Hoboken
et a

ventional manner — through a pews- -

. paper advertisement, employment office’
or anything so formal. He takes the first
step at a local service station. A red
pickup truck rolls into the station, a fur-
pentine barrel sitting in back, The new-
comer asks the driver of the truck — a
stout, bald black man of about 60 — if
the barrel is-a sign he knows about mr-
pentine work in the area. .

“You're right about that, ‘cause that's
all I've done aﬁ my life,” the driver

¥ .
He says his name ‘is the Rev. Artis
Lee Gaskins. He is known simply .as
“Rev " He is foreman of the woods crew

Turpen&m@

Like the méri “who Work for him gath-
ering gum from' the pine trees around
Hoboken, Osc¢ar “Junior” Sears was born
into_the turpentine “industry. He noted
with some pride that his daddy, as a tur-

rent laborers. For -more than a decade,
Sears leased turpentine rights to 80,000
trees around Hoboken from. C.S. Varn,
. one of the area’s most pmmment land-
holders. At 38, Sears is 2 man of medium
height with tbmmﬂg red-blond bair.and a
build that is now tending toward .the
portly. ‘The father of three children,
Sears lives on the northwest side of Way-
.€ross in a- pine-shaded, - middle-class

style houses and-two-car garagae On a
recent afternoon; Sears sat on the ' steps
of his colonnaded front porch, lit a ciga-
rette-and talked abouz m.s years m zbe
business: . .

B # * t

“My daddy was a farmer fifst, bm‘. he
used to work for other people. Mr. Alex
Townley, he started-off working for him
)ust as'a boss man. They had a big iam
1 imagine ‘they had -about a.thousand
acres that they farmed. Daddy seen after
that and he seen after the turpentine.
When Mr. Townley got killed, then daddy
bought half. of. hxs piace up m “Homer-
ville:

“T believe. 1 started o helpm daddy
when l'was 16. My job was to see that
they done their work. That was my. job. I
used-to go uut dzpp in the evenmgs 1

ﬁmnmr §@r§@ A
- was brought_up, in ll It aio’t too bad a -

~job-once you get out there and’ get‘wmu :

pentine boSs,’ “raised” some of the cur- . ¥

neighborhood full of comfortable ranch-

- kin'. A lot of it is getting out there. You
gotta get tough to do-it, but you gotta
get tough before you can do anythmg

“The man that used to own this place
down there where I'm at.in Hoboken, he
got killed. That ‘was Mr. Frank Dukes.
He was huntin’ or something, I under-
stand. I been down. there about 12 years
now.

: ‘Now last year I’d have to’ look back
t0 make siire, but it seems like fast year

‘we made about 1,200 ‘or" 1,300 barrels.
That's a.bad year, Now, we really-have- . ..
n't had good seasons for'the last thiee.or

four years. Really, the only reason I.stay
with it, I reckon, is because ¥like those
fellas that work for me. You know, two

or -three of them:my daddy raised. They;

the kmd of labor 1 had Your younger
-people, ‘they just don’t want to do that
type of wm-k 1 rechon is one thmg

B “Now if they work = you Know how
they siork, Most of mine knock off about
_2.0r-3 o'clock. You know, some of them
dip two or three barrels a day. Sammy, I

believe he_ dipped’ about 15, to 17 last’

“week. It seemed Clifford d:ppea about
13. Now' those other two dippers they
can dip, but they knock off earlier than
* Clifford.. About 1 or 2 o'clock every day.

‘work

ot of white people: 1’ worted
,’te peop\ea year or mo back. o

ness we're in is really during the winter.
There are five or six months you don't
make anything, and I irnagine it's dif-

"x'vg v orked white people, too. I've

,,'What hurts you in- the type of busi-

I don’t have any machines. ’&’hey’ve tried -
to come up with different things, gas-
operated chippers. They've tried all
kinds of things, but they just didn't work
out. And they've rigged up little carts to
go out4nto the woods, you }mow but that
didn't seem to work out, Idon't think.

“Really, if 1 could keep it gamg, I
would have to go out and build me some
~houses for those laborers to start. And if
I had my own land and houses; and
wouldn't have to pay a lease on that — [
think ‘you can lease ‘timber from the
state for.about 22 cents or 23 cents (an
acre).”

" “There's lots of expenses. As high as
gas is and everything, by the time you
pay your Social Security and all the
other taxes. Everything just gets so high.’

was on his place But it's going down. It

‘wouldn't surprise me-if. in about another
three years n wont pmbabiy be over
with, .
We ﬁaven’t t'10"or 11 men;, I
reckon, ‘workin’-I can’ remember here a
few years ago, 1 worked as high as 40 or
'50 men myself.. One time me -and my
brother” worked; : - ‘imagine both of us
“worked about 300,000: trees. There ‘were
a lot of people K- then worked more
than'that: . .-

2 ‘Now you mlght say, T just cant ge&
no_help. That's ‘what I was Lellmg you
thns mommg Ihad to k p cuttin’ dawn

other ‘man has: to pay hxm off for you
The new man, he' d “call'up ‘the old-boss
and say, ‘I got one of your men
here. .

The newcomer answers: -Rev's questmn
simply. “A httle " Could
out?

“Well, yeah Once you make the
_move.” Rev says. -

A few hours 1ater “the _call cornes
from Oscar Sedrs -Jr, “Junior” Sears,
Rev's boss. Sears, says all the regular
shacks . in the: guarters are’ “filled right
now, but he might . be abte w use a-man
wxllmg to work. ,

Soon. after, Rev. caﬂs 'l‘he newcomer

morning, Thursday i

same - red pxckup‘Rev drove- into{the
.service ‘station 'the day-before. Rev. has
?een up several hours this morning, driv-

shacks, now umnlw itable. By 6:30°a.m.,
the truck has completed its roun
16 men have. c'lunbed alioard; two'in:the

open truck bed -

A féw minutes’ lat:er, ‘the trucl& clatlers
up to the first drop point in the woods.
Several men. jump mwme ground. 'I'he

small cleanng
three mules g
wire corral a

atifie WoTkers Wwith

“Constitution edmmat writer, May ob-
tained a job as a woods laborer as part’
" of an extensive exammaélgn of the t}l{'
Zpentine industry by the nstitution. He
worked under bis }1:eal pame — his full -
i game, Eddie Lée May — but his boss
P fellow workers remained unaware

~(Tas 8 WOter antil after he left the
m Then -they were told, interviewed
-and photographed.. - i
—Qer—asiw-month period, “reporters
interviewed dozens of present and for-
mer turpentine laborers, bosses, govern-
ment officials and scientists who have
$pent decades in thé Tndustry.

The picture that emerged was of a
way of life from America’s dislant past,

peegpr e

in the town, and he needs help.

“We need somebody out there who can
pull” Rev says. “Can you do the work?"!,

“Yeah,” says the newcomer. - :

- Rev scribbles the newcomer's  fame.
on a piece of paper along with the tele-
phone number of the home nearby where
the _newcomer -has rented a room. Rev
says he will consult with Junior Sears,
. the, white man running - the. turpentine
operation at the moment. - ’

Before- he leaves, Rev has orie rore
qu‘;e:txon ““Do you owe anythmg?", he

1t is a question that must be asked of
any wandering turpentine laborer. As
one retired worker explained it: “Any-
time you work for a turpentine man; you
can wind up jif debt. If you want to leave
him and g

s o
o,

b

work for analher man, that'“

is to be ready to report early the'next--

pull.”
When, at theu' £u‘st meeu:xg Rev had

ad thougm ‘that  meant
b Bt

wére “chippin, 3
wound in the trees, scraping off the ‘bark
and thppmg, scoopmg out .the

5 the newcomer is Sent off witl

he new worker dces not know how to

said: “I need a man who can pull, " the

of the year

"One time about: four or ﬁve years
ago, the; price jnmped up. o about what
ow. One time it jumped up ‘there

for, § rt time, I think it was bringing,

well, maithemtodmeuwasbnngu

- ing & hundred dollars a barrel. The high-
est'I ever got was $98 a barrel It run
like that for about six months to'a year,
and. it dropped: back .down tb $50°a bar-
rel. About §78 is-¥hat T'm getting now.
“““F've had’ hardships -all through' the

years. We've always had labor problems.”

pers, Clifford Giles: Giles” -
0 of the mules to one of the -

, shouts “Get itp, red mule!" and
tbey head off into the woods. They ide
inthe ‘mule cart for more than'. 20
fes - before reaching the
~woods in which they will: dxp

ile a Iarge man, abont 6 feel iall
muscu}ar -with salt-and-pepper: haar cut‘
almost to the ‘scalp. He says
years old and ‘has done this wo
the:last 24, He says he was born
Myers, Fla., ‘but' started turpennmng
near-Tifton. He is makﬂed and, the father
of five. o :

assurance,- Asing thev meta ‘dxppmg iron‘
to scoop t.he heavy gum from ‘the cups

- downone day and that tar damn near
—drowned eIt -got-everywhere ‘ot me
" -but right in ‘my eyelids. I had me a time

‘brother, soon to be 91.

The ‘Rev’ Supervtses Turpemme Workers At Hoboken l'arm

: a!tached to the tall; thm pine trees. The

‘-bucket into which he transfers the gum
has one flat side, so it can be supported
against a man's leg. .

- The-heaviness of the bucket as it fills

~contributes to the grueling nature of the

;wqu, that, comhmed mth the heat as <"

]zm Palmer.,

Jim Palmen ‘who vanously gives his
age as 75, 77, and 78, spendshxsdays
how sitting .in the sun on' his sagging
front porch in the turpentitie quarters of

his 'first day in the woods, retired.
Pa)merisajmlarsorz — he talks with
lidence-of.

re s

resent, with thinly veiled references to

amomus pmszbtx'm By his own' count,

been married seven times and has
dren. A

son. wurl-s Lor-Junior.Sears,-the.turpen
tine boss. Palmer has bright, inquiSitive

-.eyes, a stubble of gray whiskers and

Imdsasmr)edandleatbayasatme
NN

. “When 1 was 13 years old, 1 began :
working in the turpentine business;" said

pentined five years and then I quit — I
it tired of that thing. I dldn‘t like' it.
First thing about it, I couldn’t learn like
1 thought I ought to learn. Out of five
years, I learned to chip and I learned to
serape trees-and 1 learned to pull, but I
cotildn't do ne’r one of ‘em to suit me. I-

ficult to’ operate any business where. yon.
*onlY have income for seven nwntha out

‘Hoboken. He is, 60 years or more after

~dnd"'cause” the ‘people wouldn't take” e

b * when I was 19. I was a man then.
. Palmer in an interview recently. “ ‘tur-

make "3 living — don't get me

Cy bought a farm a few years ago, and
T sold it. That's one reason I could come
up with my house here,

. “I've always worked hard myself. 1
was raised up hard myself. I was raised
up hard, and I've always farmed. It's
Just kinda what you get used to, in my
opinion.

“I'd like to stay in it. You know, like
say, I been in it all my life. You know-
when you been in somethin’ all your life
and you just change off, everything's
new to you.”

Statl P!wm-——{:alvm Cruce

the bucket is carried from tree to tree.
This is relatively solitary work. Chip-
pers and pullers go off to assigned sec-
tions of woods to prepare the trees. Dip-
pers work alone or in pairs. With 80, 000

Contmued on next page

He Recalls

know what they was payin'? Fifty cents.
They was payin' 50 cents a barrel. We
worked in a squad. Seventeen in a squad.
Cluppm 17,000 boxes.

‘The bosses- treated you mean back
then If you didn’t do it, you wouldn't get
nothin', and if you did do it, you'd only
get half- of what you did. They used to
beat ‘em, used to kill ‘em, they used to
do everythmg to colored. I was on a job
once in Blue -Creek, Florida. Ain’t no
- timber there now. Well the ‘skeeters
was so.bad, people. jus’. wouldo't work,

'skeeters, the man would go to the house
and beat ’em up, jump on their wives,
wouldn’t allow them to come back. If the
nigger leave, they'd go and catch him,
‘kill him and all kinds of things. This was

“When I was 16 or 17 years old, it was
dangerous for Negroes to walk that- thing
(he points in the direction of the road)
because the goddamn crackers run over-
- yo' butt. Only thing out there.in that
road was a green spot or a black spot or
a.hloody. spot. . That's all you'd find. | =

“There weren't no police then. When
turpentine started, that dog there was

tampla e d&YﬁYs’"p?ﬁ"é%—WhW urpen-

“Turpentive started around here about
.My daddy started to work tirpen-
tine, that’s the reason-1. worked-it,- be-
cause my daddy ‘worked it. When T “got
old enough, he put my butt out there.
rst thing [ ever done in turpentine was
1.had a dip bucket there, man, "béut-
the of ‘that ‘pee pot. And, skoot I
don’t know where totote it. I have that a
thing ~on~my “head,  sometime; i my
shoulder .sometime, ‘on my side. 1 fell

with that tar, "
“My brother, he learned fo cl\xp ‘He

" was older-than me. I'got a brother; he

ain't dead unless he died Iatéﬁr Tgota

“1 coum dxp 10 barrels a day And you

" you. They had detectives- and United

tining, there wasn’t even a road patgol,
there weren't nothing but what 1 told

States marshals. They been here ever -
since I been here,

“I been in turpentine camps- rigm “here
im-Georgia where 1 been in water this
high (ke reaches down and-touchs a spot
on his thigh) and worked through ice this

“thleks ‘”(bé“fp’ﬁéﬁdf“ﬁm‘?‘bgem B30 inck

apart), and 1 been in woods where boss
tman ridin’ on a horse come up an’ see a -
man- sittin’ down and ride -up-and-kill-- -
'im.

“One _boss (in Flonda) Killed 22 for
not workin’. Nobody done nothin’.

“There’s- two kind of White .men.
There’s one who will give you his pée pot
and there's one who will.take this pee
pot away from you s )




Charlie “Peg-Leg’ And His foe On The Porch Of Their Hom? in Thwe Quarlers

Continued from previous page

~trees being worked for turpentine in the
+Hoboken operation, workers often are
= unable to see any of their colleagues, al-
~ though groups may assemble at lunch

" break.

On this day, Giles and the newcomer
work the same area and use the lwo-
mule cart. Occasionally they spot
another dipper feverishly working an ad-
joining section of woods. This is Sam, the
crew's top dipper, working alone off a
one-mule cart. Sam is not large — about
- 5 feet 9 inches, 160 pounds — but he is

“ remarkably strong, easily able to manip-
- ulate a barrel of gum, which weighs, on
average, 435 pounds when full.

" And he is a steady, fanatic worker,

 moving through the woods almost at a
trot.

When turpentiners meet in the woods,
there is the rough conversation of work-
ing men. They complain bitterly about
how little gum there is in the cups, gos-

RARQUL. WhO gol_ 0w Orun Oon. Lis
weekend, and curse conswmly and color-
fully. The language is a vocabulary of
the woods and not an expression of com-
plaint, however, for most of the men do
not say one word about possibly getting
out of this work.

~ When of “Workitiy by himself, Giles
only pauses long enough to roll another
_ cigarette, or for a moment's breather
after he has dumped a bucket in a barrel

“. on the back of the mule cart. Then he

 takes a deep breath, mutters a drawn
out “Wellllll, Lawwwwd,” and sets off
back to work.

While the men work, Rev rides the
woods on horseback, monitoring their
progress, He is an imposing figure with
his ample girth, moon facé and bald
head, but he is a kindly {oreman, almost

.=

s

u

i

e

o

. says.“T'm too busy workin'.

~.bled on Rev's trick for the trip back (4

... ~long he has done the work, he
coﬂeague and asks, “How long I done

a father figure. '
He pays several visits to eye the new
worker, saying little. Once he does an-

" nounce simply: “I'll bring you some food

in an hour.”

Rev returns with a loaf of white
bread, a 10-ounce package of bologna,
and 2 plastic gallon milk container filled
with water. He also has some advice:
“Hey, look, you may want to bring your
lunch tomorrow,” he says. “If T go out
and get your food every day, you know
that could add up.”

Rev whispers to Clifford Giles: 'Is he

.going to make enough to pay it back?”

“Yeah, probably by tomorrow,” Giles
answers.

In fact, the newcomer collects a full
barrel the first day, making $8 for the
work among the horseflies and mosqui-
tos in the swamp, palmetios, brush and
briars.

It is time for the mule ride back to
the pickup station. As they bounce along
the rough, rutted terrain, the newcomer

.. asks Giles ~ who has filled two barrels

for the day and thus earned $16 —

-whether his family gets any welfare or

food stamps to stretch the income.

“Yeah, I could get them free stamps,
but I ain't got time to go sign up,” Giles

Indeed, Giles is not done working tms
day. After arrival at the barbed-wire
corral, he unbitches the mules, feeds
thern and makes sure they are secure for
the night.

In short order, the workers are assem-

B

Tmpemme

head out to load hay for a farmer in
town. They will work several hours into
the evening.

. EE I .

The next day, Fnday is payday That
is one of several teasons it is a ‘special,
rather festive time for the  turpenfine
men. The mules will have to be prepared
for the weekend, o it is a shorter day in
the.woods. And there is great anticipa-
tion of the drinking which, for most men,
will begin that evemng and continue into
Sunday.

Conditions in the woods this day are
something of a tradeoff. The brush and
briar are high and tough again, but there
is no swamp water underfoot, making
work easier than it was Thursday. The
problem is that the pines to be dipped,
on a slight hillside, are not yielding
much gum — the cups on the trees are
next to empty. There will not be much
money made.

Chfford Giles' 17-year-old son, Chl-

has.ioined the dinpe The

Statt Proto—Calvin Cruce

trying to wash oft‘ Someone makes arun
for liquor.

A - half-dozen men gather around an
old truck; passing ardund the first pint of
R&R Canadian Whiskey, “the. quarters

favorite. Roy Rogers,. they call it-.One |

worker tells the newcomer hé doesn’t ap-
prove. "1 don't mind buying a drink for a
friend, but work and home come first,”
he ’says..,“A man ought. to- take care of
home. first.”" But there is no apology
among the others for the weekend recre-

ation. “We gon' ride Trigger lonight!” .

someone whoops, The work week-is done,
and there will be more Roy Rogers.

The pay house is @n old wooden white |
building on- Hoboken's main street. Be- |

hind it is one of ‘the town's industrial
structures .~ the. large but crude still
where all the gum, eventually goes. Here
the gum is cooked in vats and processed
into turpentine and resin.

About a dozen men gather on the |
por‘ch of the pay house waiting to “total |
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youth is about $-foot-9, solidly built, and
he works confidently. Giies is proud that
his son learned to dip just by watching
the veterans, The son tries to join his fa-
ther during school vacations and days off
when he is not working at a nearby serv-
ice station, where he does odd jobs. If he
decides t6 become a dipper full time
when he finishes school — he is just in
the ninth grade — he will be at least the

. Siaf Prote—Caivin Cruc
‘TOMORROW BE HELL'
‘Dipper’ Clifford Giles

fourth generation of turpentine men in
the Giles family.

The newcomer sees Junior Sears for
the first time this morning. The boss
comes in a truck to the dropoff point in
the” woods to pick up two dozen filed
turpentine barrels. Sears is in his late
30s, medium beight, has a slight potbelly
and short reddish brown hair. He is
wearing green pants, a - white shirt,
brown .cowboy boots, and walks with a
slight limp. He is the oply white man the
workers see in the woods.

Sears, whose father was a turpentme
producer years -ago, does not own the
land on which the men work; for 12
years he has leased the turpentining
rights from a wealthy Waycross family.
Sears also has started up a trucking busi- -
ness, and before the end of the turpentin-
ing season he will. commit bhimself to
that full time, turning over the turpen-

the quarters. They are a diverse crew,
these men whose clothing sticks to them
. ag though pasted on. There are the old
" men like “Uncle” Charhe a short, gray-

" haired “puller” going on 75 who wears a

white plastic hard hat; and Charlie Peg-
Leg, a grizzled character in his 60s who
manages to work, at least some of the
time, with just ome good leg, and who
+ always sits at the very back of the truck.
On the younger side is Jerome Palmer,
19, perhaps the most energetic of the
-pullers. As with most’ of the men, his fa-
ther was a turpentine man. Askedl how
turns to a

{ine operation to another white man. At
the moment, however, Sears is still the
boss, -and he looks on quietly as the
heavy barrels of gum are maneuvered
onto the back of his truck. Then he
drives off.

Later~at the turpentine distillery in
‘Hoboken, Sears will be paid about $80
per barrel for the gum.

The.dippers work for five hours.on the
tregs. The gum is so scarce that Clifford
Giles will get credit for only one barrel,
and he only gets that By including some
guri collected by his son. The son and.
the newcomer between them collect less
than a barrel. The son will get eredit for
one-half barrel,.the newcomer one-quar-

7 They decide three F"ﬁ)’tx"x"“ﬁ!’ars.
- since he dropped out of ninth grade..
Only one of the crew haz a bitter look

“' on his face. This is Charles, the young —

“early 30s — worker ‘Who had tried tof

* show the newcomer how to “pull” He'

has .his_own-advice for the new col-
Yeague “Ain't no money here, except for
the white folks,” he says. “Let me tell
you, you get your roney and save it up
“and get ' thie hell Gt Cause” you . ain’t

. going to make nuthin’ here.”

The others see Charles as somethmg
" of a misfit. Someane mentions cnncally
that Charles’ “gets them free stamps,”
meaning food stamps, and most seem to
think he doesn't really want to work.
Clifford Giles and several other men

__are arfxious to work, however, and their

" “workday is not over even when Rev's

truck returns to the quarters. They take
perhaps a 15-minute break, lhen they

ter.-
They quit in early afterncon because
it is Friday‘and the mules must be

* driven out of ‘the woods. Instead of tak- .

ing Rev's truck back to the gquarters,
they make a long ride by mule cart. The
animals are headed for an old wooden
stable pext to the quarters. The carts go
slowly along the paths following a strict
rule — you do pot run the mules. Run
" the” mules "and it costs you $10. The ani-
mals are yaluable.

Four. carts and five mules assemble-at «

the stable. Over the rext hour or so; the °

wagons are detached and crudely jacked
up on boards and barrels; the wheels
taken off and packed in grease; the
mules fed, checked ‘and placed in stalls.
There are ‘eries of “Come here * white
file!” Themit is-doner—-- e
The men prepare to be pand Quiside

the red shacks, Some.stand by faueets,

up.”. Before long, they begin to enter, one

by one.

Rev, who also is-on the porch, stops
the procession for an announcement:
“We need somebody to go and get Jun-
ior's truck out of the mud. I's stuck,” he
says. But nobody volunteers, and, after

waiting a moment, Rev goes into the pay |

house. He emerges with Junior Sears,
who does the talking this time.

"I want some ‘of you boys to go around
there and push that truck out" the tur-
pentine boss says. “Tll start payin’ agam
‘when we get that truck unstuck” In
short order, five bodles bzave to push the
truck out of the fiud

When they ‘return, thc pay “line r& )

sumes. 0K, anybody who's out there,”
dim" voice says from’ inside  the of{xce
whenever a worker goes in, then exits.

Then, on the porch, Rev repeats the mes- |

sage "‘Anybody whos out hcre go on

As usual, ‘Sam has ‘been the top dipper
for the week, having filled 13 barrels
and earned $104. Clifford Giles has not
nad a good week. He missed' Monday's

work, then made only seven barrels the |

rest of the week, 356 worth. With extra
work he has done, such as loadmg hay,
he will make “sixty sumtihin’,” he thinks.

Two other dippers hdve filled nine and
five barrels respectively for the week,
$72 and $40 worth,

‘The chippers’ get paid according to |

how many harrels are.yielded. by. the
trees which they have scraped and pre-
pared. There is talk. that one of {hese
men had a good week, but another did
not and may have to “go in the hole” for
the week.

Inside, workers are given yellow pay
slips explaining that this is the “Pine
Turpentine Company.” There are spaces
for the employee’s name, the number of
barrels, total earnmgs and total deduc-
tions. :

There is-a cciumn on the pay slip for
deductions: - store account, cash loan,
light bill, doctor and drugs, Social Se-
curity, house rent, credit: on- accoumt
miscellaneous. . -

The deductidns reflect years oi tradi-
tion, of turpentine bosses overseeing the
lives of generations of workers and their
families. Clifford Giles, asked what Hap-
pens when he gets sick, says: “I had a

hurtin’ in my back. The boss brought me |

~to-the doctor; bought me grocenes and
loaned me money.”

Outside the pay house, there is talk of
having to “get next to the boss™ — bor-

~-FowW money — to ‘get by. And’ there is

dealing. A worker due to pay electricity

and~water- bills for his shacks says,
“Look, don't take it out, let it ride.” It is
done. o

" Fimally;~ it~ is the newcomer’s turn.

“How did it go?" asks Junior Sears,’

standing behind a counter in the turpan
- tine office -
“Pretty good, but’ the gum was slow "
“Gorina be better mext week Sears.
pm ises.

The boss then hands over the newcorm--
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Occupation: “Dip.”
Amount: “1% B.”
"Brice: “$8.”
Total earaings, “$10,”
Then in the déduction column:
Store account (for the bologna and
bread), “2.39.” )
Social Security, “.61.”

under-the total-earned; then subtracted
The new employee is due $7 for his first
two days’ wogk. .
The.moeney.

The money doés not- last long:
newcomeér has found he needs a new cap

and rubber gloves for the work, He goes.
to.a néarby hardware sfore. The_cap is .

$2.98, the gloves about $4. With tax, th
- -total is $7.07. He is seven cents short. H
reaches into his_pockel Io

SUNDAY: Someone is geuing uut .

The total deduction, $3, is. written”
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" Continued From Page 1-A
the findings:
' & Parts 1 and 2 examine

‘gne of America’s oldest indus-

tries, turpentining, based in
south Georgia. A lengthy
sarrative follows life in one
furpentine camp, describing
work - patterns  seemingly
Trom another century: black
{aborers leading mule carts
through pine woods, using
Band tools to collect gum
from the trees and looking to
the turpentine boss to provide
thern with just enough to keep
life going in a cluster of
Hecaying shacks known as the
“quarters.”

© Part 3 examines a major
industry of north Georgia,
eggs. Here, surrounding a city
$rhich has erected a statue of
* the chicken, the workers are
poor whites living in sight of
poultry shede Entire families
work long hours in the sheds
Jor salaries less than might
be expected for ope person.
Dne woman's accident — a
‘fand caught in a machine —
raises some questions about
1be labor system, apd families
challenge the several-for-the-
price-of-one work arrange-

menl
. ® Part 4 looks at more

gitia family, Beverly Worrell
was a young law school
graduate when he went to
work for the US. Department
of Labor in 1938, part of the
first group of lawyers vespon-
-sible for enforcing the. mini-
mum wage. Retired now in
Atlanta, he recalled recently
that most employers greeted
the law with stern resistance,
The resistance was nation-
wide, he added, “but in the
South they took it a litile
more  seriously. . . .

just refused to comply.”

It was not surpnsing, then,
that the first test case of the
national  minimum  wage
came from Georgia. The case
was United States v. Darhy
Darby, a south Georgia lum
berman, was charged with
minimum wage violations in
his timber business. In 1941,
the Supreme Court ruled for
the government, upholding
the Fair Labor Standards Act
once and for all The United
States now had an approved
minimum wage.

In 1979, 4] -years later,
there are an estimated 103.4
million Americans in the na-
tion's work force. Male work-
ers employed full time earned
on an average almost $17,000

highly visible jobs —. atwork~ in 1977, the latest year for

ers the average American en-
bounters regularly in every-
day life, focusing on wage
practices in the mote] and gas
station industries. Outside
 Bavannah in a motel near the
. ia coast, a maid works
“{or §1 an hour. At a self-serve
asolime station in Atlanta, a
tien manager tells of the
“system of deductions which
pulls the pay of station at-
“{endants below the minimam
Wage.
; © Part 5 traces a corpora-
“kion’s violation of the mini-

_____mum wage law over four dec.

which comprehensive figures
are  available,  Working
wormnen averaged $9,535.

According to the pation's
Bureau of Labor Statistics,
wages have reached ‘an un-
precedented high.

Even though the federally
mandated minimum wage has
risen steadily over four dec-
ades to the present $2.90 an
hour, a worker who must sup-
port a family of four on a
minimum wage income still
falls below what the govern-
ment calls the poverty level:

Working 40 hours a week

ades, from the day the law lor 52 weeks a worker at the

{Iwent into effect. A series of
court cases outlines the pat
tern of violations over those

minimum wage earns $6,032
in a year: The poverty levél is
$6,700 for a family of.four.

or

on farms f{those using $00
worker days any quarter of
the year) and in businesses
such as motels, restaurants
and laundries. The law was
even amended to cover house’
bold maids: “The Congress
further finds that the employ-
ment. of persons in domestic
service in households affects

W?Q

Mm

Georgia" s law is eniorced
by the state’ Department of
Labor. Fourteen labor investi-
gators, working out of offices
around the state, are charged
with, among their many other
duties, monitoring complaints.
In the . event of .a viglation,
the employee has the right to

sue for back wages; the state
has.no power to convm viola-
tors of the'law.

" But, accord\ng to Sturley
Cranford, administrative “as-

sistant to the chief of the in- ,

spection division of the Geor-

gia: Department. of Labor, the
state labor department has.

~eceived only ones complaint
5o far this year and that was ||
eventually referred to the{{
federal, wage and hour- divi-

sion, .

- “There are ]ust not that

many employers who are not.
covered by the federal law,”
she said, -

PUBLIC NOTICE

FURKITURE,BEDDING,
WATERBEDS SALE!

MERCHANDISE FROM RECENT DISPLAY & SALE AT
HOLIDAY INNS, RAMADA INNS & HOWARD JOHNSONS

commerce,” that amendmenl
reads.

The Department of Labor
now estimates at 57.6 million !
the number of employees na- |
tionwide covered by the mini-
mum wage standard.

The total, however, leaves
more than 40 million workers
uncovered by the law. Many
are  professionals, a broad
category not covered by the
federal act; and others are
self-employed, their “wages”
set by their success or failure
in business. But*many others
are employees of retail stores
or agricultural businesses too.
small for ‘coverage under the
federal law. Others work: in
busmessw simply 0ot
covered.

. To a large degree, the
question of mininum wage
guarantees for these workers
is left to the states. ;

Forty-one states currently
have their own laws extend-
ing minimom wage guaran-
tees. Of the nine states with-
out any minimum wage laws
of thelr own, six are in the
Southeast:- Alabama, Florida,
Louisiana, Mississippi, South
Carolina, and Tennessee. The
other three are Anzona lowa,
and Missouri.’

Georgia has a minimum
wage law, passed by the
General Assembly in 1970 and
not amended since.

The law requires payment
of a state minimum wage by
businesses which gross $40,-
000 annually or which employ
at least six workers,

That  mandated  hourly
wage — $1.25 — is the lowest
set by any of the 41 state
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