’n

. ;} ey ¥
B LUP1 Teleshoto for Chiésga Tribuae)

. \\'illi.nm Jones, Tribune reporter, testifics on conition of Chiu;go area
.* nursing homes before Legislative Advisory Committee on Public Assistanee.

3 Call for Tightening -
of Nursing Home Laws

.
BY JOHN ELMER | Bliss and Recktenwald urged [17,000 welfare recigicnls are
IChicase Tritung Press Semicel  :similar legislation to help hall“ now residing in nursing homes
SPRINGFIELD, liL.» March . abuses they found while inves- ! in Minois. .
8—Laws should be epacted to:tigating Chicago arca nursing’ Another commission mem-
fequire immediate closihg’ of {homes. - ‘ber, Scn. Ester Saperslein
nursing homes ,which do _not Al three. wilnesses told of : ID.; €hicago), asserted that a
meet state standards, and'i finding filthy living :conditions | program under which mentally
licensing of aides who work in|ond many instances of patient ;ilt "persons are placed in
such establishments should also | neglect and brutality by aides 'nursing - homes alter . partial
be required, witnesses told the . witen they posed as employes of . recovery (rom their illness has
Ilinois Public Aid Advisory 20 nursing homes in Chicago been moving too fasl. )
‘Commission today. = . - and- suburbs.” - “ ! There-has been no followup
The witnesses -were George| Bliss lold the commission on that program, and the influx
Bliss, acting_director of the|that conditjons at some nursing ‘ol mentally’ il into nursing
Beltter Government Associa- | homes were so-bad thaf “év- homes ~may have been a
tion; William™ K fiwald, aperienced - invéstigators, . wilht icating faclor, she said.
B. G. A. i ; and Wil b ids of years of digging |  “Investigation Vewed
liam Jones, reporter who head- i into scores of sordid sitialions, | sqor (he mecting, Carroli
ed a Cricaco TRIBUNE task [were appalledwand sickened by , cig his commission would in-
force which epased many Chi- | what they swilnessed.” estigate Chicago area nursing
cago area ‘nirsing homes as; yo gaid the 'B,G. A. - is; homes thoroly and recommend
iwarehduses for the dying.”; particularly eager- td discover : legislation tb correct conditions
They urged reform legislation swhy so many of the nursing ! dgseribed by the witnesses.
after*télling commission mem- . homes were able to continue to " Carroll said fhe commission
bers of deplorable conditions: gperate much as did the” will ask for detailed informa-
they found in many nursing. potorious concentration camps tion from TRIBUNE and B, G.
bomes during a six-week probe.: of World War 11, altho there "A. pérsonnel about cach nurs-

- Nedd for Tralnlng are adequate laws, regulations ing home they visiled so that
Noting that TrisuyE report-] and vonirols covering nursing each case of abuse can be
ers and ‘B.G.A. investigators | homes.” - dotumented.

had been immediately hired as! Sen. John .W.-Carroll « The commission also will get
nurses aides and in one case as {R., Park.Ridge], commission teslimony from nursing home
a nursing home director, Jones chairman, said $68 million in operators and-ownefs, using its
recommended that training and  welfare funds was paid (o subpena powers if necessary,
licerising be required for those ‘nursing homes last year: About he said.
who care for the elderly. -

“Anyone who will work for
§L.75 an hour is hired nﬂrlhei
streets in many cases,” Jones ;
said: B

He also urged legislation to,
permit the immediate closing ;
of pursing homes if an.inspec- |
tion showed that they failed to
meet requirements. :

Telt of Experiences

At present, even if a nursing
home's license is suspended, it ;
can obtain a court injunclions
and stay in business for;
| months, he said. i




