THE §uaVE TRADE IN THE PACIFIO,
gt ot R S g
[rat satn soporr]
The arrival of the mail from’ the antipodes
!| hows that the appointment of tho royal com.
misdon W luquiro into the labor trafic of the
8Ventern Pucifio has created a profound fm-
pression. Demands, by no meaus entirely
without justification, are made in mahy quar-_
ters for the represeatation of the colovics on
1| the body whdch is to ait in judgment upon the
comimercs of the Soythern Seas. - Oa the
other band <oasiderablo uneasiness
|| Bome conceening the rumored Nmitation of

t was o ex-
anjine into and report upon the labor trafiic
a3 2 whole, ,nd the announcement aceasioned

relief. At last, men said, wa
Sl Enow e whola truth a3 to tho Uati,
azd also the s Lor proventing the
v which have hithertn scommmanted i£° Ik
1| after a titmo an uncasy fes

all Tho t was said, wers
£0b to feport od tho whols question, but caly

 one cozncr of it. ~Ins in.
el to y belors Parlisment sod
ol

means, if any, ahort of abo
ion, can ln taken to remove
béen

sion. He. told the deputation which walted
ea bim 40 sk bim to undectake the protec-
tion of tho Mow Hebrides that the commission

Bad been appofntad to report npon tho mothod
by which ontrages on matires cmld best b

m,.sp«m ehowad that b wag Aloaingd to
rogard the enppression of the labor traffic sgan
open questien, l&u]mibhuun Tﬂzd
», iaa wider sense, snd that wa-
¢ will be found to be the seazo
s e wanied to ue them, But no
time should ba lost in expressing tho very
seridus eenss of dissppointment, ok to sa) 3
indignation, that woald bo cocisioned by
discavery that tho inqeity proaised Ly the
n is a mere illusory favestigation,
forkidden by tho Colonlal Office Lo pronoanca
pon tho one paint which exsrcises
tho aational consclancey whetber or aghtha
labor traffia in the Western Pacific should by
suppressed root and branch, s mersly tha old
slave trado {n another name,

“'ns admirable report of Admiral Wilson on
the labor trude-fn the Western Frseais
atteatlon to ouo description of the trafic, in
Soihe mapects the warsk of sl of whidh ik
publio kiiows little or nothing. We mler ta
the trading vessels which ara ot present |
licensod by the colonial autborities to fagage
Inborers to eollect copra, biche do wer, and
atlies conympdities fn the blands of the Arehi-

elazo, Sotw of thesa men may bo honorablo
upright traders, brznlhen, thers ix to0 much
réatan to belleve, are quits tho reverse; Tho

aul then, when their cango
ey cither il treat them 4o Hhst they séizo
¢ opportanity aforéed them of run-
r_mx .-u,-, or they land them_awong. lmstlla
tribés by whosn they are prowirily easem:
oumber who are so {ll.treated that they e
thout wages of who are landed amongheir
encmies is said fo bo by no means inconsider-
gble. T most cass ths maccre of thoun-

them a8 ticy picase, and
them when they fGnd it most con.
islaads — fron
i recruita the na.
s ue .m . lalo. & mymber, of hwj
rez-is landed a cople of
e bt nnm or left of the place whore hos
ez, | L- e probably Suds bimslf among
his deadly by whomo Is sommsrly
dr.rpau:had md  cometlnes s, Dl

el aare coppsement is
virtually a sentonce of death profaced by a |
term of hard lavor, But there is .mmmy |

o socarity that the most ordinary precay
tions aro taken to save the lives n[ the h

aci
dependent, | Thelr ot on_shipboard, says |
Admirzl Wilson, ces, “ far |
orto thag that. of elaves wnder Famy ropeans |
and Americans, its close they bave in |
most cazos notiiog to look-formard to bat a
y deatt, conscqueat on thelr being
in tho wrons;
remedy this state of things is an impera-
l.lvl duty,wirich | thu Government—can—no
longer refusa to face, Whether tho commix. |
stod xS oz s 0ok been rightly constitated, 1 |
i3 now too*lats to discuas, ,Camd:nng tho
| sonflicting interests and the coldnial jealouries
mmlved. it mizht have been betier if the |
commission ha

tativa in its o
1]

o

labor ‘mﬁt_ Tho public has s ri; Bo!
ored by -the mostcompatent ot |
haw iar this trada is a carso Gr a Lleesing t

‘Wilsou's report ; and if-they aro at
.u Beat the truth it will be nu!nxhln:te, to |
0 least, ahonld il English of d
oo oy of tho most ampla and P v
fuquiry into this zrave nationsl di




