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TRAMP BOYS.
BY JOSIAH FLYNT,

/ _THERE are about seven thousand boys in
the United States who live, from one end of

the year to the other, exclusively in tramp
life. It is impossible to take an exaect cen-

~ sus of all—they are too migratory—but I base
" my estimate on over ten years’ acquaintance

L

B hoboes (hautes becmw), as

with American tramp life, and on travels
with tramps which have taken me into thirty
States. In winter, there are easily five hun-
dred tramp boys in New York city alone.- Of
course, there are more than this number who
have to pick up their living in a more or less
tramp fashion, but I refer to the lads who
.actually Dbelong to the tramp fraternity and
are part and parcel of its manifestations.

- They are called “ kids” and “ prushuns ” in

‘the hobo’s vernacular, and when they take
tramp names, always have to add the suffix
“kid ” to the name of the town from which
they clalm to have come, and by which they
are distinguished, but they .are -known to
t}le general publfc merely as truants and ‘““in-
corrigibles ” No. one acquainted with the

- tlamp world, however, would: mistake them
... for anything but what - they are.
‘clothes and a bath could not change their
: shamblmg gait, rounded shoulders,
’-.;'vmces and -exaggerated tough 2
~BYen upon the youngest ‘the’ life has. ‘had its
“effect,’ and atramp could ea.sily ‘single them.
out in a. _miscellanedus . colleetion ~of -boys. f Y,
s 'l‘heh avelage age is dbout: fourtEen years, ~ yagabon
. V;but thene are some nearly eighteen ~and
3 Oth61S not yet ten
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came upon the scene not long after the Gl,yll
War, and many of them soon discovered that,
it was much easier for a boy to exclte sym-
pathy than for a man, and they began to.

entice youngsters. into the life. It was im- )

material to them where they found the boys, -
or who were their parents, so long-as thev
were quick, intelligent and wllling These o
are the necessary qualirﬁcations for a suc-j" _
cessful ¢ plushun " and although there are .

some boys much more Willlng and actlve s
than others, the great majorlty of them ate S
bright and attractive. Rich and poor alike
contribute to their class. A millionaire’s =
son, if a hobo can catch him near a railway:--
watering tank and fascinate him with inter-"

the young hopeful of a poor workingm
The only thing necessary is that the lag

before the hobo meets him- it makes it 1
easler for the latter to fire hig lmaginatio
with accounts of wild Westem llfe,
are youngsters unable bo readuthat
influenced. :

In New York c_ltv it is th bo ;




. ‘hoboed have' used thé railroads dH
- f_fales, béatmg their way on ’aains
. qng at’ night in box-cars, sand hohses and at

) Watering- '
o tank s their'« depot ”.
e board freight trains hele thle the

who )eems to him the most plOIl]lSl
him - at: his prehmlnary work. He

- on tm ash barrel a crowd of gamins gazZing -

“ up at hxm with admiring eyes..
+ -tells his stories, each one thinks.
being talked to just'as much as th)
yet, somehow, little by little, the
vorite who is’ getting more and

his share ‘of the winks and smileg;

ntost exciting parts of the storied
ually devoted to him alone,; but f
artful way that he himself fails {
at first. It -is not long, however;
feels “his importance. Hé, beging
- too, but just as slyly as his charm
little mouth curls into :a return s
- the others ave not looking. “ I'm
" ite, I am,” he thinks.
him, he will, and show me thingg

He is what the hobo .calls ¢
which’ means as much as anything
notlzed. . The stories that he’
amount to very little in themsely
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Once “on the ;oad ’? the life of these )
can only be likehed to that of slaves. VT_‘l_leir )
duty is to do exactly what their- “ jockers;”.
the men who-have enticed them on to “the :
road,” command, ‘and they are expected, if
necessary, to find their *jockers’” meals,
clothes and even lodging house money.
Some become expert beggars in a few Weeks'. -
and are much prized by the men with whom
they travel to the‘end of their “ prushun”
apprenticeship, and there are others who re-
quire a year and more before they are suc-
cessful even in finding their food. Once
trained, however, and if they are cavefully
_exploited, many of them take in as much ,
as $5 a day, the money going, of course, to )
their “jockers,” and eventually to the sa- -
loon-keeper. During the process of getting
ti'ained they are kicked, slapped and gener-
ally maltreated, and on occasions they are
loaned, traded and even gold. It avails them
?éry little to run away from a cruel )
“jocker,” for unless they return home, which
most of them are ashamed to dg, they. are
sure to be picked up by some one else before
they have gone far. Not ull hoboes travel
with boys, but there are so many who.do
that it is useless for a runaway “‘I)El_sl:iun,"'

who remains in the life, to keep free pf them.
They are bound to run across hith some-
where, on a freight train or at some popula
“hang-out,” and they either persuide o
compel him - to take up a prushuns” bm
den again. :
This bulden has to be c&rried until the bov
is able to defend himself and come ‘off vieto
rious in a, fisticuft with his. ¢ jocker,”r'or un’
til he has reached an age when. he {5 obvious
ly too-old to- -travel any longer ag g 4 Kkid.?
butit:

shun ? ¢lass after he has passed his‘ igh
-eenth year B .




E'From‘the, ime they get into tramp life, as
boys, until" they enter into the joys of -the
; ema.ncipated they are led to beélieve that
when ema.ucjpation comes they can go and
“ gnare ” some other boy of romantic temper-
_ ament, and make him slave for them as they
have slaved for others. - West of the Mis-
sigsippi River there is a regular gang of
these “ ex-kids,” as they are called, and the
bulk of them are supposed to be looking for
revenge. In certain parts of the country,
"thanks to the intelligence of magistrates and
court judges, who have learned what it
means when a boy is found-in the company
of a hobo, it i8 very dangerous to attempt
any “ snari_ng,” or to be arrested with a boy
“in tow,” Decause very severe sentences are
meted out to men who travel with young-

sters, and this is one of the reasons why’

i@

some “ ex-kids,” as well as n number of the
hoboes, have given up “ prushun’ compan-
ionship. Another reason is that some find
{he business heartless and cruel. There are
who favor the custom
that tramp life in the United States is con-
tinually 'ﬁeing recruited from the boys of
the country, and every year a number, of
them take the places of those who have fin-
ished their apprenticeship. Those who come
to New York generally arrive in winter, the
time their “jockers” travel to the Ilarge
cities to get the benefit of lodging house
shelter and cheap restaurant living. They
also put in an appearance in summer for a
day or so, but at this time of year the bulk
of them are scattered along the different
railroads. Their are the most difficult lads in

SO0 many, 110\\'0\'(‘1',

the world to locate and get hold of. Execept-

ing during the coldest months, and even
then, if they go South, they are continually
on the move, and it is impossible to keep
track of them long enough to do them much
--good. When they have committed a crime
and are put in such prisons as the Tombs to

~ await trial, they get the benefit of that very

worthy institution, the Tombs School, and

‘come under the good tnfluctice of m

but

women connected with such- ".i'e‘fbrins,
only a small numberxcommit érimes “guffi
ciently grave to be lodged in jail, and ,_the re-
form school seems also to have but very little
effect on their natures. The great majority

of American tramps have spent a part of

their boyhood in reformatories, = but they -
went on tramp life again when released. Tt-
is exceedingly hard to reform a boy who has -
once been in tramp life, and I fear that the
most of those who are now * pruéhuns » ‘are
destined to develop into full fledged tramps.
It is possible, however, to ptevent a great
many boys from ever becoming *“pru-.
shuns,” or learning much about life among
tramps, and my purpose in writing this arti-
cle is to call attention to the methods which
I Dbelieve will accomplish this end.- I have
referred to the fact that some magistrates
are acquainted with the position of the boys
in Hoboland, and punish their sedgcers very -
severely. It seems to me.that this is the best
remedy that can be applied. The boys them- |
selves have been sinned against" more than
they have sinned, and punishment fbr them
does not seem fair, and, as has been stated, -
is in many cases ineffectual, If it were rec-
ognized, however, throughout the tramp
world that every man caught in company
with a boy, who was known to be his “ pru-
shun,” would recelve, say, a year in the pen- -

itentiary—such sentences have already béen -

given for this offense—tramp boys would
not be so numerous as they are to-day, and

Hoboland would be deprived of one of its -

main resources in keeping up its strength.
As yet there Is no uniform legislation in all

the States by which a severe punishment
“can be given tramps who travel with boys, 3
‘but it is at least possible for magistrates"to Lo

give tramps the full benefit of the law.as it =~
applies to vagrancy, and in some COmmuni ‘
ties this is now so severe that special legislj-
tion is unnecessary to Secure the d
ends.
Naw Yorx Crty,
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