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The F 9"?°‘*°h People
i %. ‘ Mlgrants
e Payday y

" digrihle farh swopkar, de- Rarely do they return r.or,
“spitp xi'uho mlotective lawsy, the wiages due them, Tt was -
are| st

obvlous to me that.I had con-

tributed my share of fr

labor. K

ometimes, T learned, o -

- wocker. will .come hack for

th money owed him only to

be' hiushed off agaln. The

qmployor or contractor cap't

remember over hiring him;

ov.the records have heen lost; -
or nnydny has  passed, or

they'rp out of cash ;nnd the

worker i8 told to come hack

the fdllowing week.

. 1)10 e are just a fow of the
devices used to explblt the
migrant farm worker.’

So 1 mariked off to experi-
enc2 the $6—at $1 an hour—
I had|earned. It was worth
it ito smar the atories of the
oﬂ*cr workers who harl been
sv.indled the same way.

i Filth at $1.50 a Day.

I was dogtired when I
limped away from that grad-
Ing shad In Hastings, What. 1
wapted more than anything
6lse—more than the six lousy
bugks. in uncollected pay +—
wag a place to rest my aching
bofies. , - S

I learned quickly that a
raom and bath were not to he
found.| Such accommodatidns
for mjgrants didn't jexist, .1
settled for what I colld fln?{
a seedy, - dirty, 10-hy-12
. cloget-like room In a boarding
? hotise. The bare mattress was
I 80 filthy I slept{in my clothes.
The price was $1.50 a day. :
+Nine other rooms, Includ-
Ing some with -fanjllies and
children, were already occu-
pied in the shanty. It was an
anclent, one-story wood struc-
ture, supported precariously
at the corners by concrete

blocks.

‘| The :door to my room had

’lock It had long ‘since
den -broken. " T¢  assure

privacy - and tp  guard
agdinst theft — T Jathmed g
broken-legged chalt. against
the dobr to keep it shut.
| Women, Kids Used.

"* ‘There wert Kkitchen facill-

‘tles " in the so- called rooming

house} " but they were "un-

ldaddil |haridtruck  dp - tho Thé'dots indicafo the gout hern towns statf)vr:k‘?:l}n)z;; "“bl“i The threc-legged kero-
v se § H "¢
vamyg. 1 \ésl couldn't do 1.+ ¥ rf,m Visil whlh; worklhg ,fmd Jiving 03 5y Igrant! hur:'nun ?l?“z_;: v:‘l':"’l’ gizs.:;.t%n:

The gifader bosk ca{ne dlong Holrs Ij:m worked. The boss It wasn't unti] later that I [corner of the stove| was sup:

Ypinid, . ¢ qutm- i : forlabit
live] in} Hograding i‘pmimmt
staff horiter Datel Wright
foud after wdrking and Lt
ing| with thewy over a sial
month [peyiod. \His \yoport on
thede “Yorgotich pagple! con
tindes today. . i- T
By | DALE WRIGHT,
l‘o(livfrltpmnh Stofl Writes, ;
Whilt's It like lworking
in’ & potato Harvest? It's |
| lont tonous| brutal, -
th-sapping labor. |
g and s Weatihg i the
thto rows, tlling 100.
acks under lho %hl'm

B oaxm‘oupq:l. ) mio}‘ )

1
}

sun; . tries any: ens
duedned. But work ng na
potdto grading shedi was; ev?n
wotse. !
- Infmy havels as a; h\h.,mnt
laborer,|I found mysdlf in tI e
Florjda | town jof dast
With 20 oflier workers, I
arrived | there bné | inornl
last {Aptil in a bus.By
afternogn’ 1 wads” pushiy
hand- truck  for || Flor
Plaptery Ine. | |
A Sp“P(lvU]l Ordereil,
LA a]ahorer,;grew uf £2
in this Job.|: ;
My iob \W\s‘ lo \+/ heel the
trutk, Ipaded with if four
nowld Jdacks of I|ula
fronj, thetgrader intb|hox
and.[trucks:. Often I| had '
jockey {He handtruck as far
as 200 feet alohg a [t
platfbrm, then up | & shoft
;ramp  into the cars land
'lruc) S. i e :
‘1 held up well for six hauts, |
unti]j the grader ‘hoss ordered
al gy up.” Loaders who
took| th ‘potato.gac&s offia:
movihg belt and stacked them
d
}4
8

on my. pandtruck ware |to
19 ifcrdase the numben
shieis from four|to five. This
meant I would have to push
500 “[pownds instead] of |4
pm{rds ip fhose ramps. | ;
: Couldn’t Do’ It.

"1 Have| my share o muﬂchls
av{d ' hafl developed h \v nds
\a [migtant laboreyj Es

nc»\v\ ordiér sounded ' impas*
siblé \(ﬁn ¢, twice, thrde ti
T tried ito forcé tHat ovet-

¥ Homestead

'S
&, l

atﬁd toll me to quit "dog- sn cered, gL the : picturp.  Other -ported by a milk|erate. A
“ging’! it,|to go.to woyk. 1 told ; “Boy,]' hp said, “we don't workers ig }Iustin e told me film  of - grime bnd. grit
thim Jthe| 50 paund Inhd was  pay around<Rere until Satur- ‘that employers :often make: covered fhe bottom: of the
:(oo‘n uch for. me\l{e laug cd ' day and thit's six days daway. the "work so ftough for stopped-up sink. )

at me. Ijtold him'{ W uit- You wanra  hang! aroynd migrants, particuldrly before . e bathwom was even
“ting, waltin' for your pay arﬁd{ﬂb payday, that the |men quit :

1 a[ske:l to be pal\&\for th

lnuthln“[" | | and move on, i Contlnued on Puge 25.




Speedup Bilks
Migrants of Pay

Continued Erditi Paga 28 |

worse. Aftdr I walted my/
turn —hours it i#eemed.I|
steppéd inside and right Into.
a'wall of stench which turned:
my stomach, It was too much.:
1 -went -outside. ‘
L. learned ..many

1, athér
things, During the peak of:
the potato, harvest in’ Florida,
| men and wolen are worked:
| on the grader for.as long as
15 haurs._ datly. Some of the

1 pald, only 40 cents an ho;\ii‘.
I found an 1lyéarold hoy

day loading 100-pound potato
| sacks onto trutcks in the grad-
1 Ing yard.

;The Federal Labor Stand-
| ards Act of 1938, I ' was aware,
prohibits child labor under 16
‘| at establishments producing
| gaods for interstate or for-
elgn gommerce.

A Florida law prohibits
| child labor under 16 except
‘after school hours or during
school vacations. The children
I saw here were working In
April when the schools were

.in session. | .

Work Till Midnight.

At another grading shed in
Hastings I found 9 and 10-
year-olds loading the 100-
pound potato sacks, They
were working -after school
hours all right—ffom 3 p.m.
until midnight!

John Kemp, owner of the

are sehools “for
- year- round, ‘res

Woman told mie they were |

who was working 10 hpurs a’

. —
| where I lived 16F a'iwhile)]

toldme: .. i
“Nothiln' Gnusial abolit kidg'|
workin'.down here: I'gat; tour’
boys—9, .10, 13 and 4iall
workin' in the . potato flélds
every day after school untll
it gets dark. They pay seven
cents a . hundréd,- pounds/
When me and my ‘wife and
the boys all :work, we can
make $17.or $18 @ day” |
In Hastings, Ilearned, there
‘for '¢hildren; of
, ents-  but
none for childrery who' come |
into town’ with their parents
to watk on the season.”
So these latter youngsrers,
despite ‘the laws aimed' at
protecting them, mavé from
form tp « farm  with  their

:parents and work! right, along

with them In_the tields.
It's dirty, rotteny work for
adults: let alone ¢hildren;”,

TOMORROW: -
If Florida was bad,
South  Carolida  was
worse! : '

Poli¢e Probe
Migrant's Death

| Sutfelic. County Police are
awalting a medical report on
the death of a migrant farm
worker whase hody was found
ih a field at St. James, L. L,
yesterday. .

| The ‘dead man . was identi-
fled ds Tablan Torres Diaz, 33,
of Kentiett $quare, a. He had
heen working on a farm owned
v John Beck, Halldéck Rd., St.

Jamaes. “Police said !death ap-

parently was due td exposure.

ramshackle rooming house
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