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18 ‘work alwaya, ;
mﬂ & leetld ; not munh but a leetls, b
have such patn that I fell on the bed-to sy, * Ach
Gott: I’ is 16" living to' wptk so in'this rich, freo
-America ?*. But he 18 sicl .always, my man, even

14t he will ‘Iaugh. -He soy ho must laugh alway

for ‘two ‘because I cannot. ‘For when this wotk
hmihhonlypnntabom.mdnewmhndu
we may 1t 1s five, &ly pair maybe, for Gretchen’
andmotlldwmdtlutnoﬁalwm' Mauy day.

‘we do pothi. ‘they say work Is dull. and

3 mﬁ dl:v{oods
3 m orﬂ. ‘1Heres and
: dons om the
“where shne-? Hands held“the same
fier gedr, the wages ranging from six
haidly varying..* But: for .most of
€ ne" causes stafed :fn the third.number
is. " deties, ““The : Met.hqdp “of = :Prosperol
" have ‘operated,‘and it. bas been found ex-
i ta settlo ;upon ““plece work™ and let rent
évece bo furnished by the; wark
&

s it beﬁ;er. .uu the- bunneu manp-
s great’ firm’ against whom there have
seeh! chy of dishg y ‘or unltind
efr trw;ment of employes. “It would be im-
Ible: to; do all our work on the premises.
hould want tfia entifo block if we oven half
: t we' lmnw sorie of the swomen. and we
vbedy | pethaps higher. If
g and ‘going out in all weathers.
¢4t many other inconveniences -when they
5 me. and I don'}- ses why there should
¢ Se@ions made. The aimount of 1t is.
any. women. The best thing to
5 them ‘West. They eay they’re
ere. ere: 18- certainly not room
Lhem ham Machinery will soon take
B 3 anyway. I have ons in mind now that
;- pught to do' the work of ten women perfectly and
- Fequire simp).v a terider and finisher.” We ghall
; _the thing down to & fine point vefy 800D,
“on jthe womenP Why, no. We always
d ‘o1 first-class workers, and there’s nothing
much to bB dnno with secondand .third class ex-
| hem through tho busy sesscn and
the duIl »-

o where o
manazer puused nnd bl
pt finzer nails.
~“My degr madam. that’s.a’ auesbion T have
o toi consider. T date say they earn o
: somghow- Indeed, Pm told they go ‘lnto
: / pigar| factories, - ‘There's always ‘plenty of work.”
L e yiof work.® - A-form of words %0 famil-
Sldoked for it now from both- employer
0 “But for-the last-was an additign
placo on tho lips of the first.  “1Menty
Qh. yeat I can -alwaye 8ot plénty. of

80 below,-snd " further west: “ond

ofe: of w_ cheaper - estoblishivent hold

" ackets :andt wrane. Iargs snd small, marked -down

!or lzhe “holldays, thelr, ndvertiumenb in.a mom-
" read, 51
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Inz. paper: having ' re from - 94 .up,”
Bﬁll;f irther Gvor.anothor windo isplayed- num:
" bers 8 m-e_nb. and 8- plachrd At Sone  side an-

<, 4 Theso !uckeﬁs from $2 87 up.”
oth -might .be shoddy, but. here was & gar-
v fas lopnbLy -cut, well ﬂnlshed to ol ap.
n tondble - in - pottern -and’
] 4nm ‘the crowded avemue the: story |-
) 64mb,  and * aq, enst . took -the . place of
{itand-st. an Bowery: and :Third-

Yo l:he outtinz mom. and in ‘vackages;
ﬂurnberof ‘dozens|

First, on ,the st stands the name of & woman:
hﬁnd oVve} -fifty. years. oid. whose.husband 1s a
painter, and) who' h‘.tp Gehnn.ny ‘elght years- azo.
éo [ q over .by #' daughter more advent;
it 6 fest: who had ‘married and emi.
gratéd lag o;u:e Work wab plepbiful when they
{and ithe Lusbpnd foitpd, |
trade, with weged so:hfgh that- bhe
occaton. for any: emplnvmen!: outside |
robms: 'Ehe yoingest child. a girl- of
o schpol. 'l!hay lved in cpmfortable
- daeenb street put ‘money
ivtngs ‘bank, 7 'and - felt bl
more good even thdn.the hame. had
| 1 " Then came the finan-
‘01 70 and 81, thq gradual fall of
he 10ng seasons when. thefe Wh8 Do work.
, thip fate thet'avertakes the worker in
7, -mtner painter or i.n - any other. branch.
 First- pdi CH colle. and the fong train of symp
" boma pl‘pu the pamlysis which_came ab lash.

+ Bhe ‘ebidlte, # light ome,.but éaving the patfent’
#7{th ‘thb’ “drop hand” and all the other complt-

< pations;! testifying that the working daye were
jover, - ‘Btrength. enouxh returned for an odd joh
;u;w am] ‘then, and the Mittle man accepted his
X rily; and’ congrat himgelf that the
ield & litt.le fund and that thus the lowsr-
5 cuuld be pleged ouf. ‘The bank settied
Aby ‘immediate fallure: o
venaive ﬂlneas for the wife followed.
ed: furniture and small valuables
- been pawned and they lefy the
oF ‘narrower: qiissters and sought ‘Tor
hich: wuldlhm To-add ‘to the
( ﬂi_e‘ hber. who ‘had “‘had  good
to take & place 88 child’s nurse.
5 and became. even when able’ to
too disabled to-retirn to this work
run the machine and her mother -wns:
f utton—hnla maker: and’ had' already
wridus’forma of ‘work.on coth, -both in:
.and - pantaloon “dnd 0’ ja and
Hack et med o promise modt, for
otie brotight to thie ‘malcer sixty cents.
:einx\ll 50 per hundmd. the. presser
egd: and:ghe’ dinisher six cents,
the price, paid
ﬁlm bunbnnd
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ked Yeflectively at:

troublo Is to et the ‘wages for. 16." n '

has’ been agresd. |
{‘chsnge . them mysel? &nd save the money.’.

then xoea away dll we save before. But we nesd
Nt to sak help. So much fs good that we work
lndeurn.butlthlnkldiesoonotmybaln.nnd
fwho then helps his' fingers so etiff to press or
‘thinks how he will ache even when he will taugh P
it is because-America 13 best that we come; but
howtslnbesbmdiebcwxmelhlsnlwmwmk
and no oy, no hope, never one 50 small stop P?
“Never one so small stop.”” For the attic had
the same stoiy, and the whitefaced, hollow-eyed
‘woman who trled to emfle ns she spoke turned

when exc
to face
fleah, to

also from the waiting pile of jackets and drew

ono or two back to the sheet spread for them on '
the floor to which they had slipped. A table ani

two chairs, & small stove in which burned a bare
handful qf cwals, the two nmehlnea at one of
which & girl of twenby still sewed on. and in the
corner & hed on which luy another girl, of tho
samé age, byt with the crimson spot on her cheels
and the shining eyes of advanced consumption.
It had heen one of the faces so often seen hehind
the counters qf the great stores, delicato'ii feat-
ures and coloring, with soft dark eyes and fair
mases of hair looge on the pillow.

I try to keep her tidy,” the mother sald, “but
8ho can’t bear ber hair-up a minute, it’s 8o beavy
on’ her head, an’ T've no time to tend to 1t but the
minute I take in the morning. It's jackets now
that" I'm on. I thought maybe there’d be- less

isle in them than cloaks. Clonks seem to give
‘om 80 much chancé t9 chent. I wouldn’s work at
ull at home. d be eut doing by the day, for 1
bad a guod, run of worl, hut there’s Maggle, and
{ can’t 1eave her, though God knows she gets lttlo
<00d of me but the knowing Pm here. I'll tell
you what they did to me on.cloals, I work for
3— & Co., tar down on Broadwsy, and thoy give
out the most expensivé kind of cloaks, and 86 &
dozen for the making: other kinds, too, but I'd
bden on them a good While and knew just how.
The pay was regular, bub before I'd hed work
from them & month.I eaw they wore bound to

make complaints and dock pay whother there waa-

uny foult in thie work or not. - Ono and another
took thefr turn and no help for it, for {f thoy
complained the foreman just said: *‘You needn't
‘take any work uniess you: like, There are plenty
walting to fill your place’ Poor souls! What
could they do but go onf

“Ab lnst came my turn,
over. ‘It's poor work, ho eatd, Thoy're not.
finishod properly. You can't be pald for botching.
There’s 83 and that’s too much’ *Thoe work is
the same 1t’s alwuys been, There’s no botching,’

1 sald,” bt he held. out the 3. "No.' Taatd. * It
you won' 0. £0, ¢

tective: Unlon aid” wfu uhby'n”d‘o‘ ”‘ﬂ&“m
was black a8 thunder. -’ Take. your. money,’ he
says, holding out the rest, * byut:you may sing for
more work from this establishment,’ and he flung
‘the money op the floor. - That didn't trouble mo.
liecause I kuew I could got worlk just below, and I
-ild .that same day; twenty cloaks, ten to bo mado
nﬁ sixty cents apiece and: ten ab. fifty-five: cents,
1 bad Angie. here to help, and when they were
dons I ¢atrled them down.  This man was a Jew.
‘but;; there’s” ayuall -differonce. . If the .Jew .knew
heav how .60 cheat In’the beginning the Ohristian
mughb upwlbh him ;long: ago. .+ The buttons are
he sald.. X fold ynu “to g6t thom an
back; . We'll: have- to - alter them
.charge you “for the time.’ ‘I can
1akis oath’ they are_on as I was told to put them
on, T add,fbu& lt they - tnust . be chnnged l‘

“fb took long talling to make him agree, but
ab Inst he eafd I could come next morning but one
and ‘he’d let me alter them as a great favor. I
did ‘conte down, but he said they couldn’t wait
and bod made the change, and he charged me $6
for what he sald was my mistaks. It was no use
to complain. ‘e vould ewear I had done the job
‘ wrotig, and eo-I went home with 856 50 Instead of
$11 for ncarly a forl.nighb’s worle. I chlinged the
place, and 8o iAr nobody has docked me, but doing
my best and Angie working as steady as I do wo
~an't maké more than twenty cents on s facket,
and it's @ short season. When 1t’s over I do conts,
bub it’s less pay than jaclkets, and there’s living
und Nlagpie's medicine and the doctor. though he
won't take anything. I'd feel better if he did.
but’ he won't. Anuie used to be in a factory, but
there’s the baby now, and she doesn’t kmow what
way to turn but this. See, he's here hy Maggie.”
fhe sick girl lifted a corner of the quilt and some-
thing stirred—a bahy of seven or eight months
whosp great eyes looked out from a face weazened
and sharpened, deep experience seemmg graven In
every lins.

“Hels 8 wise one,” the sick girl said. '“He’s
found it’s no use to cry, and he likes to be by me
fhecause 1t's worm. But he frightcns me some-
rjres, for he just lies and looks ot me as if he
knew & million thingzs and could tell them overy
ons. He's always -tungry and maybe that males
him wiser. I'm sure I could tell some things that
people don't know.”

“Tho words came with gaaps hetween. It wus

lain that what ehe had to tell must find speedy
\istener it it were to be heard at all. but for that
‘lay ab least the story must wait Here a8 .in
nther' places the cloalunaker wus earning from
sixty to seventy cemts a day, but even this was
comfort and: profusion compared with the facts
ihat wnltéd fn & Fourth Wird strect, and in o
rivolgary. not yet‘resched by eny sanitary lawa the
ity may count ait’ in operation. Here 4nd there
"l temaixs one of the old wooden houses with
Aormer windows, & - remnant of the city's early
lgyu and givenover: to the lowest uses: a saloon
elow and tenetnants sbove, In one of these, in
1-:ro0m ten feet  eguare, low-mﬂad and - lightod
by but one- window. ' whops' panes - ‘ware ' crustéd
-with the dirt.of & un, seven 8t at
work. .. Three machincs were the’ principdl -furni.
ture, A° mall ;stove :burned flercely, the. ‘closo
sohel of ‘req-hop iron hardlydominating the foulsr
ane” of: -lnks ‘and reeking . sewapsu i

He tosspd thom all

: l'uea ‘ot

lot -.'mrms and wm ‘Pace
isés Ml avway ‘and ' Justies :comes facs’
ith the weak aculs: that: ml.ed ln ﬁhﬁ
W itn nntnre or, ﬁ;s demand. :




