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Janiero; and Edgar Dama-
liero, a newspaper editor 
and radio commentator 
from the Philippines who was shot and killed by 
a single bullet while driving home from a press 
conference. 

Lopes,  50, was a TV news reporter investigating 
a story about traffickers abusing drugs and minors 
in Brazil’s favela, or slums. Local residents had told 
Lopes that they were powerless against the drug 
traffickers and had complained about the lack of 
police action. He was filming undercover when he 
was discovered to be a reporter. According to two 
suspects, Lopes was kidnapped, beaten, shot in the 
feet to keep him from escaping, and sentenced to 
death at a mock trial. A known drug trafficker then 
stabbed him with a sword and killed him, said the 
suspects. Important arrests have been made in 
Lopes’ shocking murder, but no date has been set 
for the trial.

Damaliero, 32, was known for his critiques of 
corruption among local politicians and the police 
in the rural area of the Philippines where he lived. 
He was shot and killed in his car by a gunman 
riding on the back of a motorcycle. Two witnesses 
in the car identified the gunman as a local police 
officer, but he was only briefly detained and was 
never charged. In the countryside, far from the 
capital, warlord politics, official corruption and a 
breakdown in the justice system have contributed 
to the fact that 39 journalists have been murdered 
since democracy was restored in 1986 – and all 
those cases remain officially unsolved. Damalerio 
was the 39th journalist murdered in the Philippines 
since independence.

Even with these grisly stories, the tally in 2002 
is the lowest number of journalists killed in the line 
of duty that CPJ has recorded since it began tracking 
the deaths in 1985. The dramatic drop is partially 
attributed to a decline in the number of world con-
flicts. According to CPJ research, a direct correlation 
exists between the number of journalists killed on 
the job and the incidence of violent conflict, which 

Web sites offer international angles

There are many other sources for international 

reporting, and The Investigative Reporter’s 

Handbook (Bedford/St. Martin’s) includes 

a chapter, “Crossing Borders: International 

Investigations,” offering a number of insights 

and lessons learned from journalists tackling 

such stories. The handbook, which can be pur-

chased at www.ire.org/store/books/rh4.html 
or by calling 573-882-3364, also offers some 

useful Web sites, including:

• Arms Trade News, www.clw.org/atop.html

• Article 19, www.article19.org

• Bureau of Labor Statistics’ foreign labor 

statistics, www.bls.gov/fls/home.htm

• Census Bureau Foreign Trade Statistics, 

www.census.gov/foeign-trade/www

• Centers for Disease Control and Preven-

tion, www.cdc.gov

• Centro de Periodistas des Investigacion, 

www.investigacion.org.mx

• Editor & Publisher, www.mediainfo.com

• Global Yellow Pages, www.globalyp.com/

world.htm

• Governments on the World Wide Web, 

www.gksoft.com/govt/en

• International Monetary Fund, www.imf.org

• International Monetary Fund Country 

Information, www.imf.org/external/

country/index.htm

• Investigative Reporters and Editors, 

www.ire.org

• IRE Beat Source Guide, www.reporter.org/

beat/inter.html

• Library of Congress, www.loc.gov

• National Archives and Records Adminis-

tration, www.nara.gov

• Online newspapers, 

www.onlinenewspaper.com

• Securities and Exchange Commission, 

www.sec.gov

• Teldir telephone directories, 

www.teldir.com/eng

• U.S. Census Bureau International Data 

Base, www.census.gov/ipc/www/ibdnew/

html.

• World Bank Regions, www.worldbank.org/

html/extdr/regions.htm

• World E-Mail Directory, 

www.worldemail.com

ABI WRIGHTI

GUEST COLUMN

n late January, in a sweltering maximum-
security prison outside of Mozambique’s 
capital Maputo, six men were found guilty of 

murdering investigative journalist Carlos Cardoso, 
bringing to a close a landmark trial that captivated 
the southern African nation for months. Mozam-
bique’s leading investigative journalist, Cardoso 
was ambushed and gunned down execution-style 
in the streets of Maputo in November 2000. At the 
time of his death, he had been relentlessly pursuing 
a story about high-level bank fraud. 

In Cardoso’s case, the story did not die with 
him; many of those responsible for his murder 
have been brought to justice or are being inves-
tigated, including the president of Mozambique’s 
son Nyimphine Chissano. But for the vast majority 
of journalists who are killed in the line of duty – 94 
percent according to CPJ research – their murderers 
remain at large or unpunished. In 2002, of the 19 
journalists who were killed in the line of duty, 11 of 
them were local investigative journalists who were 
murdered in direct reprisal for their work. Most were 
killed with impunity. Local investigative journalists 
face special risks as the stories they are working to 
uncover often die with them.

Murder is not the only tactic used to silence 
journalists. Imprisonment is the most severe tactic 
routinely used by governments to suppress critical 
reporting. For the second year in a row, the number 
of journalists in prison around the world rose sharply. 
There were 136 journalists in jail at the end of 2002, 
a 15 percent increase from 2001 and a shocking 60 
percent increase since the end of 2000. In hundreds 
of other cases, all documented in CPJ’s annual press 
freedom report “Attacks on the Press,” journalists 
were assaulted, censored, harassed or threatened, 
just for doing their jobs. Restrictive tax codes and 
other financial penalties are also popular means of 
controlling and stifling local reporters.

Two stories from the lists of journalists who 
were killed in 2002 illustrate the risks reporters 
take for their work: Tim Lopes, an award-winning 
investigative reporter from Brazil who disappeared 
while working undercover in the slums of Rio de 

Silenced for their work:
Journalists are at risk
throughout the world

×CONTINUED ON PAGE 35  

Abi Wright is the communications coordinator for the Committee to Protect Journalists, a nonprofit 
organization that works to safeguard press freedom worldwide. For more information about Carlos 
Cardoso, and the journalists killed in 2002,visit CPJ’s Web site (www.cpj.org).
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can give those who target journalists the ability 
to do so with impunity because of the instability 
that war fosters. 

In 1994, for example, 66 journalists were 
targeted for their work while civil wars raged in 
Algeria, Bosnia, and Rwanda. 

Another factor in the decreasing number of 
journalists’ deaths may be the result of the inter-
national attention that Wall Street Journal reporter 
Daniel Pearl’s kidnapping and murder early last 
year garnered. In the wake of Pearl’s death, jour-
nalist safety became a priority for news organiza-
tions; many sent their staff to hostile-environment 
training, and reporters were better prepared in the 
field. Bulletproof vests may have saved the lives 
of two journalists in Venezuela and another in the 
West Bank, where three other journalists survived 
being shot because they were driving an armored 
vehicle.

Using the tools of journalism to expose those 
who would silence reporters may be the best 
weapon journalists have. CPJ helped do just that 
in Mozambique by using consistent attention and 
pressure on local officials to investigate Carlos 
Cardoo’s murder, and finally bring his killers to 
justice.
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Programs and Fellowships (continued from page 27)

Hong Kong Journalism Fellowships

www.eastwestcenter.org/sem-ov.asp

Fellows meet with business executives, 

scholars, journalists, political leaders and 

government officials, attend a two-day 

China Seminar at the East-West Center 

and a 10-day study tour.

Jefferson Fellowships

www.eastwestcenter.org/sem-ov.asp

The four-week program is an immersion 

course on cultures and current issues of 

Asia through seminars, field study, meetings, 

lectures and discussions on key regional 

issues.

Asia Pacific Journalism Fellowships

www.eastwestcenter.org/sem-ov.asp

Includes a two-day Asia Seminar at the 

East-West Center in Honolulu followed 

by a 10-day study tour to Singapore and 

Taipei.

Several programs are administered 
by the Council for International 
Exchange of Scholars:

Fulbright Senior Specialists Program

www.cies.org/cies/specialists/

These two- to six-week grants allow U.S. 

professionals to collaborate with profes-

sional counterparts.

Fulbright Scholar Program

www.cies.org/us_scholars/

Grantees go abroad to lecture and conduct 

research for two months to an academic 

year.

Fulbright New Century Scholars 
Program

www.cies.org/NCS/

Top academics and professionals col-

laborate for a year on a topic of global 

significance.

The International Center for Journal-
ists (www.icfj.org) offers several inter-
national fellowships for U.S.-based 
journalists:

World Affairs Journalism Fellowship 
Program

www.icfj.org/worldaffairs.html
Intended for experienced journalists at com-
munity-based daily newspapers to conduct 
overseas research and then submit articles to 
their local papers in an effort to establish con-
nections between local-regional issues and 
what is happening abroad. Up to three weeks.

Knight International 
Press Fellowships

www.icfj.org/fabroad.html
Spend from two to nine months abroad in a 
variety of teaching, training, consulting and 
assistance roles, usually working in conjunc-
tion with overseas media centers.

McGee Journalism Fellowships in 
Southern Africa

www.icfj.org/mcgeebro.html
A U.S. journalist will be posted to one or more 
countries in southern Africa for three to four 
months to share expertise with colleagues in 
the region.

Arthur F. Burns Fellowship Program
www.icfj.org/burns.html

A two-month working fellowship for young 
German and American print and broadcast jour-
nalists in which 10 participants from each country 
work at counterpart news organizations.

Japan-U.S. Journalists’ Exchange
www.icfj.org/JapanUSExchange.html

A two-week exchange program designed to 
orient U.S. and Japanese journalists on the key 
issues of Japanese-American relations through 
visits with news media, business leaders and 
government officials.

Ford Environmental 
Journalism Fellowships

www.icfj.org/FordBrochure.html
Fellows train journalists about how to cover 
urban problems in the megacities of the 

developing world. 

hold panel discussions and Q&A sessions about 
open record laws and sensitivity issues involved 
with publishing on the Web.

Organizing groups include IRE, the Danish 
Association for Investigative Journalism, the 
Danish Institute for Computer-Assisted Reporting, 
the Mid-Career Institute for Journalism in Den-
mark, the Danish School of Journalism, the Euro-
pean Journalism Centre, Grävände Journalister in 
Sweden, The Association for a Critical and Inves-
tigative Press in Norway, Investigative Journalists 
in Bulgaria, Netzwerk Recherche of Germany, and 
Vereniging van Onderzoeksjournalisten, an orga-
nization of Dutch-speaking journalists in Flanders 
(Belgium) and the Netherlands.

Sponsoring the conference are Politikens 
Fond, Ophavsretsfonden, DagspressensFond 
and the newspaper Information.

Lori Luechtefeld is a graduate student at the Mis-
souri School of Journalism and magazine studies 
intern with The IRE Journal. 
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