protly_well. mlturd“

arch & vessel was' des-

ml ki 3y for her ré:
are now lool mgqg« for_her rsturn—
wit odlorsd . laborers,

Whetbor &his “Is or ix not - the
‘best -way of solring the labor problam |
is an_open question, . Our opinion i |
that it ix' not, for even supposing &
good supply of labor to be: obtained
at Now Britain or New Gninea in the
first atjampt —which is not. howerer, st
811 probable —the trade will fall off there
#s it has dono pt the New Hebrides
and at the Solomoa groups of islands,
aud- sdy. reliaf the planters got by
$his now departore will bs temporary
nnly Thers is a botter way opan to

tie Quesnslind plinters for procuring a
good supply of colored labor, if they
witl only alopt it, and that js w enu.n
Into an arrangement with tha
Government—2s the Maurith Gnum-
ment-did, when o similar dificulties—
for a3 many coolies a8 may ba required.

But whil't professedly anzions™ to
bolve the labor- problem-in this way,
the Queensland Governmant, who hava
l been in correspondence with the
Government oa tho subject, bave
lnuded aclaase in the regulations sub-
yritted to that Goverament for approval
16 this effect—"That-aoy-Indisn coolis
“ yoma ping in anemhn after the ez-
% piry of his five years' azresment shall
f¢ba liable to-imprisonment, matil hs
“ conseota to _retarn £o Indis, or
* dentures himself % tome plaatar,
Bueh-a cliuss 54 this was pever dreamt
of_by_ tha  framéra_ ol the Maaritids'[-
Imml;nmm rggnhumu lnd, with the

ot passed_in I the regulatian |

= ch dlanes 83 the on:
::Z Quéensland covum“gpmfhtg
H uran otherwise won
ers tho great diffcalty, then, with
I’l!lﬂl to colored-tabor ia- Queensland
comes in, but it does not sppear to vs to
bo insurmountable. Let tho Queens.
-| 18adGovernment- abandon the idsa of
joserfing tn their immigratioa regula-
tions sach & preposterons clause as tha

—— oao now-propoted, which wouldenbls

THhe Age

the Queensland. authorities to_ treat
any ndian coolies they found there &5
criminals, if they did mi march off at
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Xr is riuch o be regretted that the lats | should doas much good for Quesnsiand,
Mr, Robert Towns, the wall known
Gydney merchant, should ever have | janings in their game for cheap labar,
been induced to bring over Bouth Sea | but they must not expect this to last for
Islanders to work om his newly formed | ever, Iniisn ooolis labor may cost
sugar plantations in Quesnsland. That | them 8 Jittlo more than th

was the origin in these scas of what is | Jabor obtainad from the South ea
now knpwn as the “labor traftio,” whieh | Jslands, but they must maks up their
apread with alarming ﬂmdﬂy 88 fimt, | winds to this, and be prepared to pey

it

islanders to Quesnsland was tho work:

able trefiic, But it soon
to that gentlemwo, and

Colonisl - Legislature for that pu

and - was attended, in soms of its
eatlier stoges, with 8o many diffeul:
ties, dangers and strocities a3 to mikp
it » counterpart of the old slave trade.
What Mr. Towns had chialy in view in
bringing over the first batch of thess

ing of his plantations.at a profit by the
Tntrodaction of cheap labor, and cheap-|-
‘noas bas ever aincs’ been urged a3 2 ples
objection-
erident

others
having  plentations i Quesniland,
that _fome- restrictions must ba
placed oa this traffic in the intarests of
hamanity, and an act was pased by lha

which at oncs met with the approv [
her Mlajesty’s Homs Clovernmesat  So
{ar was {t, howsver, from mesting with
lh-;-nml.p-nulonh coloniats, that
large sections of the community hava
always beeh opposed to it; acd this
habitaally—leads—to—much—sirlfa-and
ion m the oolany whanavu thl

oncs-on-the expiration of their sgres-
ment, and the plantsrs may bave a3
m:ch colored Isbor as they wish. What
hay dons 2o much goad for Mauritigs

7The Queensland planters have bada gnov.l

or“mnnly gme h s

what_direction_to look

r_what thay

was the supply of colored labor o in

he sho
“the popt

consinting of Dr, Smith, M,
of their returned

praying that Ber x[.Jusy ‘s Home Gorern:

rmaneotly atablishing British protec-
¢ tlon and British justice in the islands,”

where 'on the subject; and nowonder;,

pects before

Such a sewson of acarcity is the pre-
seat, and tie phnh:n Iunily know tn

stand 5o much in noed \Namwm

adejuate to theif wants a8 It now s, and |
they havo been brought at length to
acknowledge that they can no longer
look to the New Hebrides- for such sap-
plies as lhy weore formetly 1a the habit
of golting from thosa  islands—Mr.-
Paton, sénior misslonaty of the Fres
Church Missionary Society for the New
Hebrides, settled that point for them ina
lotter addressad $o the different churches
of_Australia in Febrnary, last, in which'

wa that * more than one-third of
of thosaislanda”has

ul
“ been Twopt away within the last twenty. |
“years,” and that the aversiom to the
trade lham is. every yoar becoming:
greater and_ greater. ~ Not only so, but
a—d ion —from-4he -sams socisty;-

missionaries, and some
_others, waited on Earl Granille and the |
Farl of Derby, at the Colonial Officé in |
Febraary last, -nd ted a memorial

mn\ would taks immediats steps * for

at the closs of which it wes urged, ** that
+if-thiy was not done the islanda wanld

& knowledge as tho bast-nformed sny-

under the cicamstances, that they should
be more than'a Littls discouraged at the

B

But what hava the planters-dono; or
what are they now doing, to avert what
appears to bs inavitable in Queensland—
a permanent dearth of colored labor 3
Out-latest intelligence on this point ia
thiat they are turning thair atteition

that date, Mr, Lawes informa us that hs
was frojuently ssked by the plantats, or
thoir friends, whethet mén could fiot by
‘got in New Gulnea to' work in’ Notth
-Queensiand, and that his unllorm re)

from the New Hebrides and the tolomon
oy of ilands—yheice they bava
)| bitherto obtained their chief supply—
to New Britain * and New Guines,
under thé hops of getting relisf from thit
quarter. Mr Lawes, senioF_missionary
af the London mmowy Society - in




