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- Behind the Tiffany tinsel and Gucci
glitter, the abortion buslness is booming
on the Magnificent Mile.

In the shadows of shoppers bustling
from store to store, anxious, desperate
women make their way to appointments
at Michigan Av. abortion mills,

~Some are pregnant; some are not. It
doesn’t matter, Most of them will be sold
abortions.

:For the abortion profiteers, there is
money to be made and no time to waste.
_. The women don't know it yet, but they
are about to put their lives on the abor-
tion assembly lme.

- FIVE MONTHS AGO, The Sun—Tlmes
and the Better Government Assn. began
the first in-depth investigation of Chica-
go's thriving abortion business since the
U.S. Supréme Court legalized-abortion on
Jan. 22, 1973. We found:

® Dozens~ of abortion procedures per-
formed on women who were not preg-
nant and others illegally performed. on

women|morg than 12 weeks pregnant.

*An gl rmiéolg"nﬁmbgrwof _women who,
- because; ‘of .unsterile conditions and hap-
‘hazard iclipic care, suffered debilitating

cramps, massive infections and such se-

“vere internal damage that all theéir repro-
: ductwe organs had to be removed.

‘lncompetent and unquahfled doctors, . e

Makmg a killing in M/ch/gan A V. CInICS‘;

S

Grand jury" |

probe starts

Other officials scramble to react
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including moonlighting residents, medical
apprentices and at least one physician
who has lost his license in one state and
faces revocation here.

¢ Doctors who callously perform abor- - |.

tions in an excruciating 2 minutes, when
they should properly take 10 to 15 min-
utes, and doctors who don't even wait for

pain-killing anesthetics to take effect.

» Referral services that, for a fee, send

women to a disreputable Detroit abor-

tionist, whose dog, to one couple’s hor-

ror, accompanied the nurse into the oper--

ating room and lapped bloed from'the
floor. .

¢ Clinics that either fail to order critical

postoperative pathology reports, ignore -

the results or mlgup the specnmens

-® Dangerously shoddy record keepmg by
aides who falsify records of patients" vi-
-tal signs and who scramble or lose re-
sults of erucial lab tests, - :

'}'unjl to Page 4

. ‘Counselors who ‘are paid not to counsel
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aborﬂons

. ‘Look, -no “mat-
ter how you put it,
. .we'ré in-the. busi-
“ness of selling

s

Commucd froni Page l e

“but,-to sell abortions with’ sophlsucaled
pnches and deceptrve promlaes

¥ WHILE, WOMEN SEEKING abortions §till

can find competent and compassionate medi-

cal care at a number of Chicago's )3 clinics,
" investigators working undercover in four
Michigan ‘Av. clinics have exposed-a grinr—
and sometimes grisly —side to the legal abor-
tlon trade. .

In the days to come, thls newspaper will
locument how women are -decgived,
naimed, cr}ppled and even kllled by abortion
Jrohteers.

Reporters and resef/uhers worked in six
Ellmcs where more-than half of the 60,000
abortions in. Ilinbis cllmcs were performed
last year, acc ]djng to state records and
BGA estimates. In four of those clinics,

’ women's\/}eproductiv,e systems—indeed,
their-veny liyés—are endangered every day.

Those four .clinics, according to the BGA
-estimate, account for more jthan one .out of
- evéry. three dbortions petfGrmed last year in
the state.: The tomare :

ter -Tower Reproductive Center Ltz

- Michigan. - g
» Biog¥yeties Ltds, 520'N. Michidah.
"o Clucag Loop Mediclinic, 316 N. Michigan.

-# Michigan venue Medical- Center;-‘ 3(} S.

~Michigan.

$We also looked inside. abortion referral *

" servites and a laboratory that does work for
‘Wb of the-four Michigan "Av! clinics.
a Tl e . LI L R

-Accokding to,the nation's most reliable re-
. cord-keebipg.~ ageticies, at. least 5 million

women in the United States have obtained
~legal abortions since 1973. That is 1 out of
“every 11 women of reproductwe age in the
country o

» "In_that time, more than 200 000 women
- haveZhad. abortions -in, Illinois, state health

. officials say. Becausé of the high cost of h
prtal care, tlie moral controversy surround-

. mg abortion and ‘the 1973 state law prohrb§t-
ing. doctors from performing abortions in

stheir-offices, state records show that more *

~than. 80 per .cent of Tlinois’ abortions last
~year were ‘performed in clinies. .
-The iclinics are licensed :and " mspected by

the Lllinois Department of Public Health. But,-
- our” mvestrgauon showed, the state's regula-_

- tion” of - these. clinics is-so slipshod that at
+least, two-¢linics have ‘been permitted to op-~,
erate without. valid licenses..

ic to open ‘evén while anotler state agen-
mg evrdence that tlle' cllruc

The .health: department allowed a third )

L

WOMEN SEEKING ‘abortions can still find~competent core,]but many
are deceived and crippled by -abortion profiteers and their lack of con-
cern for patient care and comfort. At Biogenetics, Ltd., where above
photogroph was taken, a trembling 14-year-old girl was hustled from

AV

Y " +
“Bring on the reforms”—an editorial
n Views, Page 5.

« owner had charged the lllinois Department
of Public Aid for “dbortions" on women who
were not pregnant.”

Although the department can quote statis-
tics on-the age, race and marital status of ev-
ery woman who has received an abortion
since 1973, it does not even know how many
have died from their abortions.

- But from federal sourcés, court suits and
our own investigation, we learned that at

, least 12 women apparently have died follow-
ing abortions in Iilinois clinics—two of them

- .after abortions\in clinics we mvestrgated

Most of the state’s clinics are in Chicago,
and their ‘clientele, according to state statis-
tics, is as diverse as the city.

Some of those seeking abortions are chil-
dren—as young as 10 years old. Others are
-grandmothers. But most ‘are in their early
20s, single and seeking their first abortion.

_ Some are affluent. OtheTs are poor. Some

pay.the $150 to $250 abortion fee in cash.
Others use bank credit cards and some, ofi.
welfare, pay wrth their Medicaid cards.

- ~WHATE.VER IHEIR reasons—health,

_ money, career—they all. want medically safe -

abortions. And many. dont know where to
turn.

. Some-eventually turn to newspaper ads—
. the ones that ran in bold type at the back of

sovernment; Assn

géilmn by The bun- : uons at dll the gboition wunselmg services

and elinics v hich-ad\ eTtised in our classified
pages. Thus we are ceasing publication of.=
\’erua-emems atthis ume .
eliable ahortion. counselmg should' be
inabJe mily- physrclans Qther

srster, Victoria Sanders' who runsa [

1

the classified sections. of this newspaper and
others. (See accompanying note to readers
on this page.)

Although there are dozens of phone num-
bers listed for abortion information and re-
ferrals, most of them ring at the same few
places. In this newspaper alone, the Water
Tower clinic ran nine different ads a day,
with nine different numbers and nine differ-
ent names.

At clinics such as Water Tower, the tele-
phone is the most valuable single tool of the
abortion trade. -

At the Chicago Loop Mediclinic, which ran

‘He didn’t wait five minutes. He
started right in. | was screaming,
and squirming all over the table. |
- asked him to stop unm the anes-
thetic took effect. . . .

three ads under three different namés, an ad-
ministrator told women answenng pho@zs
“We have to corra} the patients. . . . Qurfis-

cal year.ends in September, 0 go the extra
mile.””

FOR THEIR EXTRA efforts, clinic work-
ers get $5 cash bonuses for each abortion
they sell-gver the phone.

Copyright, l?li, The Chicago Sun-Times; Sun-Times Phote by Perry C. Rldélo.
the recovery room so the clinic could close. When an undercover BGA
investigotor searched for a place for her to; lie down, the injestigator ©
was told: “Don’t put her in bed They've all been made up. .
can’t mess them up again.”

t

Other ads promoted hot:lines afid referral .

services tl’at steer.” patients only to clinics

that give them a cut of the abortion’ fee..
“At a referral service- that operates thrée
hot lines, undercover B«ESA mvestrgator Julia

Rockler‘wds admonishég for not selling hard "

enough while working an employe there.
sard hot-line operator :Valerie

JUseap smve approach It’s not:-*Po

_ positive ent ugh McCullough and herrtwr

“no matter how you -put " it;:
we're in the -business of - sellmg ‘abortions. -

. and you

the Michigan Av abortlon clinics.

Patlents may "wait hours in crowded walt-,‘

ing rooms just to get to the reception desk to
pay their fees, before sitting down again to
wait for consent papers and other forms.
The patient may be greeted by a clinic
“counselor.” Under state regulatidns, clinics
-.are required to counsel abortion patients,
‘Some clinics take time with patients ‘to
probe their motives, fears and mlsgivlngs.
But some of the Michigan Av. clinics make
a mockery of their mandate. At least one of-
fers no counseling at all. Others make feehle
attempts at counseling groups of ‘10 or, more
in three minutes or less.

AT THE BIOGENETICS clinic, BGA inves-
tigator Michelle Yo‘ung was ordered by her
supervisor to sl p counseling &\ distraught

patient and get back to the reception desk.:

“We don’t have time for [counseling],”
- the supervisor said. “We're much 00 busy.”
When staff members do have time to talk
to’ patients, they are under orderiFot to say
anything to scare the women away.
“Don’t tell them it hurts, gur undercover
- counselor was told. “Don't anSerjtoo many
questions because the patient/gets too ner-
vous, arid the next thmg you Know! they il be
out. the door o .
R T I o
Are they pregnant" P °
In the mills ‘on the Magmﬁcent Mlle,
women may never know. Only a careful in-
-ternal examination by a-doctor and.carefully
“'controtled laboratory tests on samples of the
woman’s urine can'confirm’ pregnancy.
But s6me doctors begin -abortions wrthout
. telling patients ‘whether they are. pregnant:
"And at the Water Tower clinic, employés
- who "tell patients -the -resul therr preg-
= nancy tests . risk losmg thei 5.
‘When “tests ‘are inconclusive: at quahty
clxmcs. panents -are asked to come. back later
for more tests But at.- W

,ontlnued from Pa;e 4

akes to obtain resuits.
\ ‘At ‘Blogenetics, our investigator saw the

dinle: thrown jnto chaos when doctors dise.
:overed .they'd already performed at least :
Wo .abortions .on wornen who were not

yregnant;
They blamed their “mlstakes" on the fab
«echinlclan, who attributed his errors to the

srush of patlents ond “one helluva hang-

)ver.” !

L] 0, [ ]

“Before any surglcal procedure=lncludlng
iortlon—a -patient’s vital* signs should. be
neénsured. Breathing rates, heartbeat, blood
pressure and body temperature are measured
‘o help a doctor decide if the patient can tol-
jraté. &n abortion or other operation.

_But. on the aborfjon assembly lines, the
workets Invent the vital signs. Measuring
them takes too much time. BGA Investigator
lulianne Felkner learned that during her
lisst day-as a nurse's gide at the Michigan
Avenue Medical Center. “Do I take pulse and
respiration?” she asked. - ,

“No,” sald the nurse. "That’s not neces-
sary. Just put whatever you feel like [on the
patient chart].” But keep it in a normal
range—"68 to 88 for pulse. . . anywhere be-
tween 16 and 20 for respiration.”

After surgery, vital signs are éven more
crucial. A high temperature could mean in-
lection. A weak heartbeat could mean shock.
At the Michigan Avenue Medical Center, pa-
lients' temperatures weren't taken for weeks
because .the batteries in the recovery-room
thermometers were dead. But even after the
batteries were replaced, temperatures still
were not taken for two days.

"'Sterlle conditions also are important.
They're not easy to. maintain when doctors
are shuttling 80 women in and out of as few
8 twO procedure rooms a day.

In one clinic, the procedure rooms were
tleaned between operations by wiping up
the blood with wet Kleenex.

On some days in the Michigan Avenue

‘orm, they ' can't” wajt the two~ mlnutes lti

urdays, they ‘com:
.+ pete 'to see who
can,get the most
patients done.",

e Tt

Abortlnn perll greater before 1873 Iegallza-

tion; stury on l‘age 6.

'Medlcal Cen(er. there isn't even tlme ror

that. Investigator Felkner reported: -

"I tried-to get the blood off the noor from
the first girl. While I was bent over trylng to
wipe it:up, thé next girl was brought in.
There was still this bloody towel on the ta.
ble. 1 hoped she wouldn't see it...."

Even the doctors don’t have time to clean

_up themselves in some clinics. Investigator

Mindy Trossman watched Dr. Arnold Bick-
ham go from one abortion to the next at his
Water Tower clinic without washing his
hands or donning sterile gloves.

According to experts, a safe and relatively
pain-free abortion should take about 15 min-
utes from the time the doctor meets the pa-
tient o the time the doctor completes the
proceduré. It Is not a complicated operation
and need.nol cause great pain. Some doctors
and patients have described the discomfort
as nothing greater than a cramping sen-
sation.

Complications may occur even in abor-
tions performed by the best physicians, tak-
ing the greatest care—but lhal is rare, medi-
cal experts say.-

A doctor properly bégins with & manual
examination of the woman's uterus to deter-
mine how long she has been pregnant. Using
an instrument resembling a shoe horn, the

. physician opens the vagina for a clear view

of the cervix—the mouth .of the womb.
The doctor grasps the cervix with a pair

of tongs and administers at least one pain- -

killing injection te the mouth of the womb
before beginning the actual abortion. -
As the area grows numb, the doctor gen-

Especlally on Sat"
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BORROWING a techriigue ohen employed by merchants to hawk becial deals or discount

chluqo Sun-Times, Sqp-Times Photo, by Chick

goods, an abortion referral agency uses a sound tiuck to hype abortgons. Such eommercmhza-

by The Sun-Times: and’ the BGA

Uy inserts a series of rods, each sllghlly
wider than the one before, 0. stretch the
mouth of the womb slowly open. Then the
doctor uses a vacuum-suction machine to re-{
move the inner tissues of the womb—includ-
ing the tiny fetus.

Finally, the doctor careftilly scrapes re-
maining tissue from the uterine~walls. Any
uncollected tissue could cause* infection. H
the doctor is not careful, the womb may be
punctured, causing serious damage to it and
other organs.

AT THE MICHIGAN AV. abortion mills,

" doctors do all this in just two to five min-

utes. And, if his own records are to be be-
lieved, Dr. Ming K. Hah at the Chicago Loop.
Mediclinic is quick enough te perform two
abortions at the same time.

In staff meetings at the' Ldop Mediclinic,

employes complajn that: they cant keep vl

. tion and other 1)Io|ont|y decepnve proctices were. wndespreud in refe l genc.es mvesngoted,

he |

- with the doctogh'/frenzied pace. *“The doctors
race each oth§r,” said a _former Mediclinic
nurse. “Especiglly o Sdturdays,‘they “COMe,
pete to see who can get the most pntlents
dope.”

Doctors there, and in at least: two _other -
clinics, are paid by* the abortion. They reduce‘
their patients to a_row »of -pencil” marks on -

* their surgical suits. At ‘the end of the: .day, -

they count thé penml marks to find dut what.
they're owed. N
In their haste, some doctors mrss ubsue~_~
that should have come out.. S e
Doctors? haste also may account for their + -
failure to wait the few ‘minutes it tqkes for fj
anesthetics to take efféct. But since'

dctually take lnger to’ perform an abortlon -

s v 'l'urn tn P.u,,e 8
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¢ On a woman' screaming -and squlrmmg in
-~ pain, one.medical expert has suggested doc-
tors who don’t wait for the patxeuts to grow" ) . ) .
: numb are simply sadistic. : . ‘ - y F—.
“": AT LEAST.ONE doctor warking ifi Michi- The recovery room i soige of the Michi-
. gan AV. clinics has béen. kilown to give no . 8an Av. clinics is the place where women re-
T-" anesthéticat all. “The pain was unbearable,”
.“$aid one- paneni ‘[ don't think he pave me:
% an “anesthetic. It happerted: 5o fast.” )
Womep who ‘scream are told to shut up.
hers thrash around and are held down: by -
aides:” Evén: whehn "they ask for additional -
pain-relievers, some doctors don’t wait.
A: 21-yeax-old secretary -paid Bnogenetlcs
“extra $50 for an injection of fhe tranquil:
izer:Valium. as. well -as an-anesthetic. *They*
.gave..me the ;hot just secoqu betore the

“§cream.”
The Valium and anesthetic finally took ef:
- fect. . . in the revdvery room.

they dre told to get out.
Medlcal ‘experts consulted by The Sun-
Times dnd BGA say a patient shoild rest at

»

on the assembly line, theres no time for
such “luxuries.” v .

A 25-year-old rape uctlm waited from 10
.dm. to 4'p.m. for her abottion at the Chica-

... time .he_ took to perform the abortion.

1 was'very weak and woozy in the re-

- covery"room,
- there -about-15

Get up.and get. dressed:’

cover fast. They have to. After 15 mmutes .

least 30 to 60.minutes after. an abortion. But

8o Loop Mediclinic. When she “finally saw -
the doctor, it. was for just four minutes—the -

she recalled. I ‘was lymg»
inutes-when the-lady said,
‘You arent gomg ‘to get any better sitting".
th ki :

girl could Tie down: “Don't pat her in a bed,”
Young was told. “They've all been made up

[for the next day]‘and you can't mess them

up again.’
st e e ..
Postoperative care, say the experts, is ab-
- solutely essential to safeguard against seri-
-ous infection and othef . lltv-threatemng com-
plications that may follow abortions.™
Money. say some Chlcago abomomsts. is
essential first.
At the Water Tower clinic, Dr. Blckham
demandeé 325 from a woman who came o

him to cosiplers the- ahortion he had per-

- formed v he: daughter.”

The gir!-had received a 8110 abortion on-

Wednesday—Bickham's’ bargain day, when . -

he drops the price $15.-But dead tissue ap-

parently had been left inside: ‘her. durmg the -

discount abﬂrtlon

. mepl <ol e"chon of our mlslakes |5 emnhal ta‘lalme
" tions. mll be pubhshed prnmplly wha

Life on abortion assembly line: grisly, greedy

She’s in pain.”

“Do you have $25?" he asked the mother
She asked if he would take a check or send :
her a bill later. He wouldn't. , - X

Bickham told the mother’ and daughter to
get out or he would call the police. They re- -
fused to leave. Bickham placed the call and ,
waited only-long enough for police to- escort
the mother and daughter- away. S .

Then he closed the clinjc for the day

NEXT: Meet: the people who proht trom

) —womens pains.
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