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0.K. s Rest
Home Probe

BY JOHN ELMER
~-  IChicase Trboae Press Serice) ..

SPRINGFIELD, T, “ﬂrc'ﬁ
“10The Housé Public Welfare

~Commmee today approved a

- resolution calling I0r. a ‘special

. committee to investigate nurs-

ing homes and the Public Health

- Deparlmenls practices hed

~ rulds+in regnla.mg and "'5?“"
ing them.

The measyre, pont\ted by
.Rep. Robert Juckett [R,, Park
Ridgel. was sent to the H 1se

« floor on an 8 tg 3 vote. ‘

Juckett introduced the reso-
lution early in January, befor
Ture TRIBUNE's disclosures' ol

- neglect and mistreatment of pa-
tients dftabout 20 nursing
homes in the Chicago area. At
that time, Demcerats, fought a
move for immediate action
the resolutian. -

Not by Human Conce

“T personally know of several
cases where the department's,
inspectors have measured nurs-
ing homes only by \ardsticks

* and not by human congerns.”

Juckett said. .

“The reswlt can be seen on
fhe fron? paces of the news-
papers.” be said. “Those nlaces
meeting certain phvsical re-
fuirements but whase staff
bullies and mistreats their aged
residents are thriving, while
homes whose kitchens may be
a bit -small buf whose staff is
Bedicated to the welfare of the *
residents are being put out of
‘business by unreasonable physi-
cal standards and the stubborn-
ness of some igﬁp:cmrs.“ R
* Juckett mointained the an-
swer is not to close down nurs-
ing homes, but asserted that
the long-range problem must be
solved by reevaluating licens-.
ing standards ard looking into
1he practices angd atiitudes of
m_peclm N

Opposes Health Dept, Probe .

Juckelt strongly Dppoeed a
probg by the Department of
Public Health.

“Apy attempt to have the
Department of Public Health
investigate its past deficiencies
in its operations is like having
a fox guard a chicken coop.”
be said. “Tbe director is either
guilty of nonfeasarce by pot
inspecting pursing bames in
. Cook Céunty. ard should re-

sign, or he is guilly of mal-



