By JERRY THOMPSON
Bill Riccio, decked out in a green
beret, camouflage fatigues and jun-
gle boots, fingered his 45-caliber
Zutomatic while helding forth on
the front porch of Klansman Tom-
my Parsons' home.
“When we come to power,” he
told the Klansmen surrounding

him, “we will be the most powerful

force in this nation.”

ANGER. DISTORTED his face,
and his chin quivered as he
warmed {o his subject:

*1 can’t tolerate — and none of
us shouid tolerate —— anyone who
wouid infilirate any group and
gain the confidence and the {riend-
ship of the people m it, then public-
Iy turn against us.’

I was standing just a few feel
from Riccie, a man in his mid-30s
who works for an autc dealership.
in Birmingham. The holstered pis-
tol a2t his side and the bayonet
strapped across his left shoulder
were menacing. And 1 had no
doubt he meant what he said.

HE WAS WARNING that anyone
who would pese as a Klansman to
gain entrance inte the XKX — and
1hen “betray” the Klan — should
be deait with in the harshest way.

After months and months as an
undercover member of .a rival
Klan group, 1 was now a member
of the Invisible Empire. I was an
infiltrater; 2 spy, And 1 felt that
Riccio was talking directly to me..

_ But Riccio was worried about
federal agents, not journalists, it
turned out, Still I feared his threat
would apply as easily to me, whe

had been a Klan member for a year

while working as an investigative
reporter for The Tennessean.

AS T LISTENED to Riccio I tried
to look nenchalant. But the sweat
trickled between my shoulder
blades.

We met that night at the Hance-
ville, Ala., home of Tommy and
Peggy Parsons — a white frame
residence aboul seven miles south
of Cullman, just off US. 31. Many
of the Klansmen who steod around
outside, waiting for the meeting to
begin, were armed.

1 had been admiited into this
Klan just a few.weeks earlier. That
made me a member of two Klan
“empires” at the same time
Months before [ had been “natural-
ized” into the rival Knights of the
KKK — and now was participating

©in both factions.

RICCI0 — ALABAMA “Chap-
lain” {or Bill Wiikinson's Invisible
Empire — talked to us that night
about the conviction a couple of
days before of two former top-FBI
officials, W. Mark Felt and Ed-
ward S. Miller. The two agents
were found guilty of conspiracy to
approve illegal break-ins in a

search for fugitive radicals in the -

early 1970s.
. Riccio despised the radicals
whose civil rights were violated by
the FBL. But he said he also de-
spises “the feds” who would infil-
trate any group.

“"When we come lo power,” he
said, as we stood around him on the
front porch, nodding in assent, “we

must never let ourselves slide into

complacency and let a fed go. If he
is a fed he is our enemy.” Then he
said, “We must be prepared to kill
the epemy.” 1 could not belleve
what [ heard. -

“Klam
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- The Warning Was Clear: No Mercy for Sples

OF ALL THE PEOPLE with
whom [ came in contact as a Kians-
man, Bill Riccio disturbed me Lhe
most even though cur enccunters
were brief,

The secret handbook of the Invi-
sible Empire describes a Chap-
iain's office as “sacred” and Hmits
the rele as “performing the duties
peculiar to his sacred office, and
such other duties as may be re-
quired of him” by the mp—rankmg
Klansmen.

During the times I was around
Riccio I tried to stay within ear-
shot of him because he seemed to
me 1o be the ultimate exampie of a
totaily committed Klan member.
He not only seemed menacing, he
frightened me when he talked
about what he thought should be
done to Kian spies.

I NEVER WILL forget that the
words in the manual of the Invisi-
ble Empire give the penaity for vi-
olating” the secrecy ‘oath of.the
“Disgrace, dishonor and
death.”

It is impossible.for the KEX to

disgrace or dishonor me. But be-’

¢ause I understand what else that
manual says, I now am protected

. by police security.
Riccio struck me as a strange’

sort of Chaplain. Al a speech he
made during a street rally for the

‘Klan in Birmingham he kept refer-

ring te black Americans as “ape

niggers.” Brotherhood is obviowsly ~
not a qualification for ordination.

to the Klan chaplaincy.

LOOKING BACK on my more
than a year as an investigative re-
porter working under cover in two
¥lan groups — the Invisible Em-

pire and the rival Knights of the

KKK - I am surprised by how
simple it was to penetrate their

- memberships. .

In earlier articles in this series I
have detailed just how I managed
to get Don Black, then the Grand
Dragon of the “Knights,” to “re-
cruit” me into his faction. He since
has become Imperial Wizard of

. that group and said on Monday he
" plans to “banish™ me at a Klan tri-

al. I he does, it will be done in ab-
sentia. I'm not going.back to Ala-
bhama for a while. .

I was able to éase into Wilkin-
son’s Invisible Empire months lat-
er.because of the heated rivalry be-

. tween the two organizations. -

'DON BLACK AND Bill Wilkinson

'dog’t like each other; their Kian

factions don't like each other.

 When a Klansman from Black's
group contacts s leader {rom Wil
- kinson’s group and offers to defect

- change membership to the Invi-
sible Empire — Wilkinson's peopie
are ecstatiq.

That is exactly What I did to get
into the Invisible Empire.

1 called up one of Wilkinson's Al-

. abama KXX organizers and told

him I was disgusted with the lead-
ership Black was providing. More

than that, I said [ thought the offi-

cials of the Knights had tried to
“seil cut the membership.”

TO UNDERSTAND how I was
able to get away with that, it is im-
portant to understand something
about the background of these two
Klan factions.

There was a time when Wilkin-
son himsell was 'part of the

- Knights. He, like Don Black, was a
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" Kion, wears the battie reguaiia of o commando os he tells on Alubama
Klan rolly that the Kion will be the nefion’s.

“most powerful force™

when the racist orgonization “comes to power.”

follower of David Duke;, the articu-

late, charismatic racist leader who
was, back then, Imperusl Wizard of

_ the Knights

Duke and Wilkinson had a falling
out, Wilkinson bas said it was over
accounting of money. Duke has
said that izuntrue. At any rate Wil-
kinson started hkis own Klan group,
the Invisible Empire, which now
has more members and more mo-
mentum than the Knights.

BLACK, A FRIEND of Duke,
stayed with the Knights as Ala-
bama Grand Dragon. In that role

. "paturalized™ me
nghs&

The bad !eei:ngs between Wilkig-

san and  bis Invisible Empire on
one hand, and Black, Duke and the
Knights on the other, continued un-
til last "July. when, suddenly, it
appeared there would be a recon-
ciliation,

There was a rneetmg ‘between
Duke and Wilkinson at an isolated
farmhouse near Cullman. Wikin-
son, pretending to be friendly, set

Duke up. He invited journalisis to-

conceal themselves -at the-farm-
house to record and telzvzse hig
conversation with Duke.

it went lke thix:

PUKE WAS WILLING to turn

over his membership, which be

claimed was 3,000 strong, to Wil-
kinsen’s organitation for $35,000.
He wanted to start something
called the National Association for
the Advancement of White People.
Black was going to be part of that
NAAWP. This would leave Wilkin-
son with control of 2 merged Xlan.

Wilkinson rejected and exposed

the “deal” and accused Duke of -’
. call service to take messages-while | |

trying 1o sell out his members.

inta Lhe_

And so, when I telephoned Ro-
iand Torbert, the Birmingham or-

ganizer for Wilkinson, and told him -
-1 was leaving the Duke group be-

cause of the “sellout,” he welcomed
me,

MEANWHILE, DUEE had quit
the Klan and turned over his
Knights to Black Black called a
meeting at a2 home on the Bippy
Brick Yard Road near Birming-
ham one night and asked about a

dozen Klan families if we would
‘follow him since Duke was resign-

ing. M .
%Ve all told him we would: -
Now, three months later, I told

Roland Torbert, “I'm tired of this

crowd because all we do is sit'on

our butts and do nothing” [

advised him .1 was making - a

change in residence from Birtming-

ham to Culiman. Did his organiza-

tion bave anybody in Cuﬂman I

could contact?

BLACK HAD TOLD me that Wil-
kinson had a tough Kian Klavern in
Cullman. .

Torber! gave re the name of the
Cullman den. mmmander ’E‘crry
Tucker.

“He is our- E.C. up in Cullman,”

“Torbert said, “our Exalted Cy-

clops.” He promised to call Tucker
for me. I was elated. I notified John
Seigenthaler, my  publisher- in
Nashville. We agreed the time had
com to move on o the next Em-
pire.

Within no time I had rented an
apartment in Cullman, an hour’s

.drive north of where I had lived for

months in Birmingham.

I ARRANGED FOR @ telepbone

FA



22 was away from the apariment. [ -
David Skeiton —.

wlé my “boss.”
who had emploved me for months
as 3 cabinetmaker's helper in
Homewood, a Birmingham suburo
. —that I was having 1o move away.
He was my iriend. He wished me
weifl, suspicious but not sure of
what my relationship with the
" Kian was all aboul. | :
When [ cajied Terry Tucker, the
“ELC. for Wilkinson's den in Cull-
man, he was delighted lo hear from
me ~— 3 real, live deiector from the

KKK Knights of Don Black. He:

‘said he would put the question of
my membership to his Klansmen
at thejr next meeting.

TI—IREE DAYS later he called me
back to sav evervthing had been
approved and that | could be sworn
In at the next meeting, which was
o weeks awav. It was another

Knights of the

great exampie of KKK
technigues.

I decided 0 push him 10 try to
bring about a personai meeting of
mysel!l with Wiikinson. Torbdert
urged me to cail the Wizard and
gave rne his phone number in Den-
tam Springs, La. I made the call:

“You don't know me.” [ teid the
Imperial Wizard over the phene.
Ybut i'm J.W. Thompson and I've
been a member of David Duke's
and Don Black's Klan. Now, I'm
getling ready to come over lo vour
group. -

Tsecurity =

“I'M DOING THIS because I'm

so upset that Duke tried to sell my

membership. I've got to ask vou,
Mr. Wilkinson: If ard when you de-
cide 1o-sell my membership to
someone, will you notify me first?’

Wilkinson's response was imme-

diate. “I den't sell anyone out,” he

said, "Anc 1 ¢ bux anvone -
ther, My record v .u,nuw that.”
I expressed satisiaction with his
reply. I asked if he would be in Ala-
bama soon 30 that we could taik
persenally. He would not be there
for almost two months, he said. in
fact, ['.never got 10 meet him face
to face. Now [ was ready to become
3 member of Wilkinson's group —
while secretly retaining my mem:
bership in Baacx sorganization,

SO. ON A SATURDAY night —
this past Oct. 4 — 1 arrived at the
same isolated farmhouse where a
few weeks earlier Biil Wilkinson

‘and David Duke had their confron-

tation. As I drove up, Gerald
Briscoe, the den's Nighthawk, fum-
bled with the lock on the front
door, But the key he had been giv-

"en didn't work.

“How are we going to get m" ¥
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was odministered when he wos noturalized as a
member of the Knights of the Ku Klux Klan.

" farmhouse defore setiing

watched th e c'~
vers ride a2 w
nearby shed.

KLANSMAN Jim Logan « win
later iold me ne had owned
1w
ative — drove up. He had 2 xe)

Inside. it apoeared hat enly
living reom was in use. The
window was boarded up snc g
theater seals and church cews
were lined¢ up in front of a lable
Behind the tabie a Xian fiag and a
Confederate battle ag hung on the
wall.

Beside the table was a "arér'wde
cros$ that held 13 candles in
glass cups. The room was ii
by a single bulb hanting al i
of a cord from the ceiting.

I WAS INTRODUCED Lo ani
KKK “recruit,” " James J
who was identified as a cit
man. He was alse lhere to be in
ducted into Wilkinson's Invisible
Empire.

Briscoe and Wilingham. [ ne-
ticed, had briefcases. Opening
them, thev took out their Kian
robes and hoods. Briscoe had a re-
volver, which he laid on the 1abie.

The weapons should not have
surprised me. I never went (o a
mesting of Wilkinsen's Klan group
where rifles and pistols. and some-
times bayonets, were not dis-
played.

It is necessary, Wilkinson telis
his members, that they arm them-
selves for what he predicts will be
“a race war.”

IN THE WAY IT is armed, Wil-
kinson's Xlan is different from
Black’s. Black preaches that acts of

. violence resuit in Klan members’

going to jail, and usually only his
security guards are armed.

On this pight at the farmhouse.
Nighthawk Briscoe was serving as
Exalted Cyclops during the cere-
mony, in the absence of Terry
Tucker, who was cut of town.

Willingham was appointed the
Klaliff — second in command -
for the night. The regular Klaliff,
Dudley Ham, was out of town with
Tucker. Jim Logan served as Chap-
lain. All three were dressed in their
Klan garb, the white robes.

AN older man
whose name I never learned served
as Nighthawk. or guard at the
front door. Wearing a 38-caliber
revolver in a shoulder holster, he
stood in the doorway to make sure
no unauthorized persons came in.

1 had expected all the other Klan
members - 18 wre there that
evening — to attend the ceremony.
But most of them declined, remain-
ing ouside on the front porch and
in the front yard. They obviously
had seen such ceremonies dozens of
times. It was routine for them, and
something of a bore.

The Klan calls such a ceremony a
“naturalization,” meaning that the
recruit is accepted (rom an “alien
world” - -2 racially integrated
world, of course — into “citizen-
ship in an empire that believes in
the purily of the white race for
america.”.

IN MOST RESPECTS the cere-
mony for Wilkinson’s group 15 ex-
actly like that for Black’s — a cere-
mony in which I had participated
nearly a year before.
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Cosfumed Wafchers During Presidential Address

TUSCUMBIA, Ala. — Stanley McCullom, Ku Klux
Klan Titan for north Aloboma, keeps an eye on the
Labor Day crowd of 30,000 which turned out to hear

The wording in some parts of the
ceremony is, however, different,
and in place of the section on “hon-
or,”” Wilkinsen's group has substi-
tuted a section on “‘power.” Bul the

two ceremonies are essentiaily the’

same.

The secret ceremony that Octo-
ber night — which no longer will
be secrel after this publication —
began this way:

Nighthawk — “Your Excellency,
your faithful Nighthawk has im-
portant documents and informa-
tion from the outside world.”

Exaited Cyclops “Faithful
Nighthawk. you may now speak
and impart to us the important in-
formation in your possession.”

Nighthawk — “Your Excellency:

Pursuant to my duly in seeking
laudable adventure in
world, I found these men, J.W.
Thompson and James Johason,
Having read the honest introduc-
tion to our Klan, and prompied by
unseifish motive. they desire a
nobler life. In consequence they
have made the honrorable decision
to forsake the world of seifishness
and racial alienation, and emigrate
to the racial community known as
the Invisible Empire, and become
lovai citizens of the same.”

The Exalted Cyclops then asked
a series of 10 quesiions, generally
the same ones 1 had answered
when [ became 3 member ‘of
Black's Knights of the KKK. T re-
ported on that Kian naturalization

“tion? Was 1 white? Gentile?

the alien’

earlier in this series.

Did 1 believe in racial separa-
An
American citizen? Was I in favor
of “a white man’s government in
this country?” Was 1 willing to
dedicate my life "to protection,
preservation and advancement of
the white race”?

Johnson and I answered all the
questions affirmatively, and the
ceremony moved on to what would
happen to us if we ever betrayed
the Klan:

Exalted Cyclops — "If one of vou
should prove himseif to be a traitor

Kla]iif — “You will be immedi-
ately banished in disgrace from the
Invisibie Empire without fear or
favor. Your conscience would tor-
ment you and direful things will
befall you.”

Since I had been threatened with
“direful things” in the other natur-
alization, it was much easier to
take this evening. i

Exalted Cyclops — “Do you uxn-
derstand this?”

We said we did.

The Exalted Cyclops then read
the section on secrecy. With right
hands raised, we took the oath:

“1 swear most honestly ... that 1
will never divulge what transpires
wonight. That 1 will forever keep se-
cret the signs, words, papers and
rituais of the Ku Kiux Klan. I
sacredly vow that 1 will forever
keep secret Lhe name of any feliow

Prasident Carter speck in Tuscumbia — while Ten-
nesseon reporter Jerry Thompson, wearing hot and
sunglosses, keeps an eye on McCuilom.

Klansman who so desires, T sacred-
ly vow that I will never yield to
bribe, threats, punishment, nor
any enticement from anyone for
the purpose of obtaining a secret of
the [nvisible Empire. I am willing
te die before revealing such
secrets.” .

IN THIS CEREMONY I raised
my right hand. In the Knights, the
sath was laken with the left hand
erevated.

We had to promise that we would
wark 10 promote the Klan, that we
«nuid be brothers to fellow Klans-
men. and that we would work “dili-
g=ntly 1n the campaign of any can-
2:date for public office. who has
been oflicially endorsed by the In-
v.sible Empire, Knights of the
KKK."

Then we were “dedicated,” with
re Zxalled Cyclops saying:

“Martal man cannot assume a
more binding oath: Character and
courage alone witl enable you to
keep it Always remember that to
xe2p this oath means to you honor,
nappiress and life; but to violate it
means disgrace, dishonor
death.”

THEN WE GOT down on one
knee whiie the Cyciops lifted a
“chatice” — a glass of drinking wa-
ter — and said:

“With this life-giving fluid, more
precieus than and far more signifi-
cant than aii the sacred oiis of the
ancients, [ set vou aparl from the
men of vour daily associations, to
the great and honorable task you

and .,

have allotted vourseil 3s a citizen
of the Invisible Empire.”

The Cyclops then sprinkled wa-
ter iiberally over us while intoming:

“Sirs, beneath the uplifted fiery
cross, which by its holy light jooks
down upon you..lo biess you with
its sacred traditions of the past. [
dedicate you in body, in mind. in
spirit and in life to the holy service
of our race, our Klan, our homes

NOW 1 HAD BEEN baptized
iwice into the Klan. The second
time was just as silly as the first.

Actuzily the fiery cross — with
the 13 candles — wasn't lit. When I
had been initiated into Black’s
group, a single candle had.been lit,
but the only lighting in the Invisi~
ble Empire ceremony came {rom
the bare light bulb.

The Chaplain — Jim Logan —
then prayed for “our while race in
your sublime imnage, Amen.”

We all said “Amen.”

AND SO WE WERE “welcomed"
into the Empire and told again
that “Klansman” was “the most
honorable title among white men.”

After the initiation Johnson and
I were instructed in the ways of the
Cullman Klavern, and we were
taught the “secret handshake."

I had learned a KKK handshake
when I joined Duke's group. That
involved shaking hands in the nor-
mal way, except that your first two
fingers are extended along the
wrist of the other person.

In the Invisible Empire, howev-
er, it is different. There, you shake
hands in the normal way, but in-
stead of moving your hands up and

THE SECRET handshakes are a
way of identifying yourself — per-
haps when you're in public and
don't want anyone else to know you
are a Xlansman — to a fellow Klan

" member.

Johnson and I then attended our
first business meeting with the
Culiman den. It was less than im-
pressive..

For one thing the secretary of

the den was out of town — in Ohio .

-~ and so there couid be no reading
of the minutes of the last meeting.
The treasurer was noi present, so
no one could pay dues. Tucker, the
Exalted Cyclops, was away, so

other business matters could not-

be attended to.

BRISCOE TALKED for a while
about the “Special Forces” — a
paramilitary group of Klansmen in
training at a camp nearby —

.which, according to Wilkinson, will

be used as a “defensive force”
when the race war starts.

“Those of you who. know any-
thing about the Special Forces, just
forget what you know,” said
Briscoe. “And those of you who
don’t know anything — well, that’s
OK. Just don't even ask. The Spe-
cial Forces are the hottest thing in
the country right now.”

He was referring to the publicity
the group received after The Ten-
nessean’s correspondent, Bob Dun-
navant, had disciosed that Klan
members were.in training at the
secret hideaway, using live am-
munition and dressing in camou-
flage clothing, just like in the
Army.

BRISCOE THEN asked if anvone
had anything else Lo tatk about. No-
body did, and so we broke up for
the night.

The next meeting, we were toia,
would be two weeks later.

Now I could say “AKIA" — "a
Klansman I Am” — and it would
be twice as true as before.
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