 Western New York’s

: Grea‘t Ne sp;zper

'Gﬂugéfs Tap 'Hﬁ'gé', Weffare Outldy;
Bills Range From $22 to $90
On Slmllur Quarters

; “Thls Iﬂl'|!! of arﬂcln on public wellare follows six months
% ol feseareh and study by the stall 'of The News, fncludlng
service by a,reptrier as a caseworker for the Erle County

‘Department of Soclal Wellare.
Mhn»mﬁgmr not- confined ta-Erie- Counly,

lfﬂ ing more costly each year.- This_series; spotlight
system, Is intended as an ald to ofllclals who are struggling
—=to-gonfine*wellnre-to-the needy and ihiis henafit the tnxmyer.
—— All names of clients and places are fletitious to comply with
New York-State law.

Pupulat:ou 38, :!ﬂl

in Erie County:

-+ 1t has no mayor, no tax Thfe and- io boundary liriés.
Its name is Welfare Clty

Its residents are scattered from the crowded tene-

~~ments of,Buffalo taan g;nasmun[ Tamshackle farmhouse

-in_the outlying towns. And in its centér—the tattered

~pattern-of-slumé—it-has-its-own-special chargeteristics:|

Wellarg City's colors are gray SRS
Half a Loaf

““and rust. The once white houscs
and yellow houses -have sug-
. Will Have to Do
“Thé Erle’ Counly Depnrt-

cumbed lo the brushings ul
—gountless. rainslorms, — -

- There are the locks on lhe
maliboNes=so mo,one tan steal]  menl of Social Wellare las
—the welitare cheek 5 . . light] fixed rent céilings itis will-
bulbs_burning feebly in shadow-| jng to pay for welfare re-
filled hallways_. ... The smell of| ¢ipients. Ilowever, because
fish (they're THCIPEHSWC) cook-| ol housing shortages in Ne-
gro neighborhoods, exceps
tions [requently are made. -
A single caseload may

ing on a stove,
, have between 20 and a0 ex-

. “Landlord’s ~ Paradise,” s
what some caseworkers call it.

R!nts Average $49.88

But_in Wellare City, like in] CPHons: s
any other, there aré the neat-as-| ~ sci{ee;:lés the maximum rent
npln places too, whers a fussy 4 Utities
- housewife will greet a casework- Jthout  with
er with en accusing glare if he| o i “1“ '.“"“
should forget o ‘rembve his| -, erkon - i
overshoes. ~ 10°3 persons” $51——460
1 4 or more persons §61  $73
Today to keep a colleclive roo Recently a caseworker

over Welfare City costs the tax-
payers more than $7,000,000 a
“Tyear. THe vént bill Tanks amony
,;l,!g_,ln of wellnre s expense list,
%‘58 an Erie County Wel
Iara Department survey “showed
it was paying $5.800,000 rent a
-year, -Today, offic} d

accepting a new casg found
__the clicnt had been paying
$130 a month rent, The case-
worker informed the land.
lord that $73 was the Wel- .
. fare Deparlmem's maxi-

“We.lr"’smtther landlor
04 lET
Z|

er rentals, that hgure is much
larger.

Tnomy oWn :ﬂselua;l “h”i!!T'WVW ==
served as @ caseworker in the|qpniront of opé thousand and
Erie County Welfare department eighty dollars (?lﬂﬁﬂ)

the average rent was §49,
month without utilities— heal 1 One- of Prime Diemmas
cooking and light ape metuded. Fob his $90 a month John get

Mingure rists
Lease¥ Carefully Worded
“SornE BY" these: places “arep!
-_worth half the price we’ re/ﬁay
ing.for _them,” .more t on
wellare—oflicia
As an example,

. none."

/u Heat, and the gas stove
to_ furmsh it, are his respon-
sibility. In the winter his shel-
ter bil] is ahout $130-a month:

If- the {lat—were—under rent
control, reparts the Temporary]
State Housing -Rent Commission,
the maximum- monthly fair
rental figure swould be $34.50.-
—Ihe-me-apaﬂment huilding sy -
assessed -at $3080..In two. years
the pwner's gross rent receipts
_orbitant rent-hesvouldn't be on Wil excéed the assessed valua-
" wellare i tion.

ke lhe case

. a stéelworker and
_father of seven children. He'is
receiving . supplementary -help
from_the -Welfare—-Department;
—_so—ho-can -make ~ends -meet: |
Jt- it were. not- for his.ex.

This as the second largest ctty !

...|paid_&ny. rental. or other —con-

“I'Tao- mich damage to the prop:

slidine  County Health_ Depart-
: e"ﬂm“"u"'*wul&a“d th"’““ﬁﬁspﬂkes%an termed i?nu-

rrqm‘ §20 to fao “Is ot -uncom-
maon.
Two Kinds of Arlthmetic

This leads to tenant arithme-
tic-and-landlord arithmetic. The

two are different. ;-

-Inong o, o5 the client,
paying $22 & week, was con-
vinced it was $8% a month since
you_multiply—hy four, . The ac-
tual figure (landlord arithmetic)
was $95.33 since there are 4,5
weeks-in-a-month: = =
o—| —Ina fow cases; ghrun

lous have duped the: uninjormei

an example, Mrs
one—ol-my-clients who-—was on
wellare because she injured her

Difference of Opinlon

Mrsi-E.- said—she—owned-tha|
huuse she was living in and
showed bundles of what she con<
sidered -payment—receipts—that
had-been-made-to-the 'former*
owner, - A resource checks pm-
duced this from e “former”
owner's -attorney:

"It appears this estate has
been and still is poying the taxes
on this property. it further ap-
pears-that Mrs. F. has never

sideril'nn for the useor this
property;”"

In other words, Mrc F. Is pay-
ing rent, not making monthly
payments toward the purchase
of her house as she thinks. But
as far as the owner's attorney
is cancerned, he knows nothing
about rvent or property pay-
ments,

Tangle of Violatlons -

On-the other slde-of the pic:
fiire, some landlords who pride
themselves on a “sguare deal
have refused welfare tenants,

“Teo hdrd to collect the rent:

erty,” is their complaint.

City and county officials deui
ing with houblitg, as we]! as the
banks,.
uperamrs -’oyf name. ~A ~ half’
‘they- estimate;--own “hun=|
dreds -of ~buildings- alone,- -

“These officials @lso know the
sorry 1angle of housingviola-
ad_. their = way-
~{through —Buffals:
mulllple dwellings now violate
variousfire,-heaith and build®
ing laws. Since 1956, fewer than
400 have qualified for a certifis
cate of occupancy.

e Sent to Jail

merous” the houses which lack
even minimum- bathroom “facil-
ities of -a toflet, wash basin and
tub “or shower. )

_Serious minimum housmg law |
tvitations; He -said,” ~“Tun-<into
the thousands” for lack of time
and personne! to inspect * the
dwellings.

. In_New York City, on lhc
Specla! Sessions

has fifed “a

of --landlords.

stecady  “parade-
Some. who wcre chal'ﬁmg up

John earns -an average ol $80, - Less than a mule away, a wel-
aweek, Aboul 10%.af it goes 10} tate.client, occupying a.similor |
pay for a Ad-year-old furnifure|seven-room [lat, pays $22.50 a
hill, What he's paying for al-tmonth,

~eready ls worn ‘oul. This contkast is one of wel.

He lves in - sevensroom - fare's prime dilemmas. Only '
wealhiersworin Mat in-the Frult'few months ago Commissioner
Helt-and: his casafully. wnrded;Paul . Burke lashed out of
lease says: slum landiords who are gouging

“Witnesseth that the landlord your tax dollars away. |

welfare areas.,

leases to Jtho tenant and the|® In the high
tenant hereby. bires and lnkes':bncrst'nl rent nttc are
Em.]n Al 1UIIL|1UITH Gt L L s T \.ﬂn ‘ﬁ b-{ t"\‘{- s ".'\,“'“N!'

were s;n! ln SLETLN

The: - Eowity lleal\l\ Dcpari
-m'nt s court record Iu-rn Ilelﬁi
ke this:

In 1959 1t took 438 cases Ini
City Court. Because ol various
adjournments  allowed by lhe
courts this required 1110 ap-
pearances.

Sixteen persans pald fines.

Copyright 19h
oy
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