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A migrang farm work-
er expects eXploitation as

ame of the grim facts of
his miserable life, '
He Knows he'll'te cheated
and l:;s leami:o 1ive with A{L
He knows he'll: e lerpaid
for his labprt andg'ov g&n?ged‘ .
for many of the thirigs he has
to buy for himself and his.
family. .
Because many migrants
never get td achool—or have
to leave during the ‘early ele-
mentary school years to go to
work in the fields—they are
uneducated and illiterate. For
this reason they are easy
g hikera insisted
m”‘ﬁ&mfﬂ;ﬂ:m""' never grosged rhore than $32 or leave. We left."
While driving.along a coun. & Week with the erew. 1 later made another visit
try road through the fertle _On paydeys, ithe men de- fo the camp, tucked away in
clared, the crew| boss charged the trees, to see for myself

at they had wa know it. You gotta take it

North Shore; patato area near s
workers $1 a pint for ‘what the two men had left
ﬁm‘;“'ux; f‘;ft‘c‘fm"ﬁné wine ‘which Idtalls for 53 behind. There, glistening in

cents. the bright Long Island sun,
Though state|law requires I foun;i mn1 ;S:Bplanatlan: an
hi that Migrant farm workers’ eéxpensive sedan was
:m:}::: ‘:av’:rkteor l;p::fahlz be furnished vith written parked In front of the shabby

statements of Hours worked quarters alongside a 1956 lux.

farmhands Wwho spelled out
some of the gimmicks, the

%
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Evon Washington (left) and James Taylor, migrant workers from Florida,
tell their stories of being cheated to staf! writer Dale Wright.

ury car. I had been told
earlier by Mr. Taylor and
Mr. Washington that they
were owned by the crew
leader and his wife,
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Long Island — where
migrant labor lives in
shacks built for ducks.

James Taylor, 19, and Evon and wages rece
Washington, 31, both from asserted they had never re-
Polk County, Fla., had been ¢elved such records.
taken to Peconic last July No Contracts Posted.
to work at a potate” grader. _ Another state, law requires |:
“I They had jolned a traveling that farm labor contractors
farm crew _headed by & Viys Post in conspiguous places,
ginia man éarllersjn thg ther in living quartersyor at
mer on a promige ':they grading houses, copies of la-
“Hour. bor contracts detailing wages
WorldTelegra {s and hours and charges for
| withholding  the  Virginia food and housing.
man’s name at thig time be. M. Taylor, who has com-
cause of an Investigation now Pleted; 11 years of public
under way.) .+ school:ieducation, said he had
Both farmhands agteed that neverseen a labor conttact
in nearly three months of Posted and did not know the
work with the crew of g7 Procediire was required.
graders and loaders they hag  These are just some of the-
never earned more than 50 Many complaints of shoddy
cents hourly. record-keeping and question-
At the time I gave the two &ble payroll operations that
men a lift they were heatle b;’"‘ men gave in their inter-
on foot for New York Cjtg, views . «
95 miles away Between {hé Mrd Washington eaid he
two they had 12 cents in-cagh 1ad been pald nothing for his
and- only the clothes they first week of work and that
wore. Tifdy { had: left their at the end of the second week
camp the i befare, .they "li@ recelved §4 for well ovey
said, because there was po 40 hodfs of work. This wag
chance of earning enough after the deduction of $13.50
money to subsist, - for 19 meals weekly and $4
Btory Recorded. for room rent. .
The stories they-told were @ Somietimes the boss would
50 typlcal of the 'cruel PBY us whatever he felt like,”
swindles ‘I had heard many Mr. _Washington explained,
times before in other farm ' ho Mmatter how many hours
areas, North and South, thar: We Worked. ,
I brought -them Into New _ 'Otlier times he wouldn’t
York, staked them o a room take the hours we worked as
at a YMCA and taperecorded reported by the timekeeper.
their storjes. “He'd tell me, ‘You couldn’t
Two days later I rounded have worked that much time’
up some shirts and under- Thex; dhet’d pay me what he
wear and helped get them Wanted to”
jobs at an upst’;ta }.\%ew York 817 In Lest Week,
fruit cannery through the _,Mr. Taylor said that for his
State Employment Service, best week of work he recelved
Here are some 6f the things $17, after “union” dues, sb-
they told me-—on two hours Clal security and food and
of tape: . lodging,
Their” crew leader deduct. Both men charged that
ed $1 weekly fbr “unlon dues” there were many others at
for a union that doesn't ex. the camp who had been bilked
‘ist. The men had not signed by illegal charges.
any union. membership cards. _ The two men estimated
They did hot !muw the name they had been cheated out
of the “union” to which they ©f 2 mihimum of| $200 each.
pald dues. +One _df their biggest gripes
The two said they were told concerfied what [they called
that the deductions would.bg “Wwaiting time.” -
made for 20 weeks. I already _ AS =Mr. Taylor explaihed
knew ghe reason. It was ona It “If. we're lgading pota-
of thé gimmicks frequently t0t8 off the grader and fnto
useéd hy labor contractors to 1rucks and the | trucks are
write of[ the expense of trans. 1ate, wp don't get paid for
porting mlgranis from one Walting. But we Have to work
stop to another. around the sheéd Anyway,
In thiel# recruiting pitches Stacking sacks pt potatoes
In the South, contractors for thel next trugks or just
promise to bus or truck ml. moving’things around.
grants "up tHe road” at no '‘Ther¢’s sometimgs twd or
cot. But they get back the three hpurs between trucks.
'money In hidden charges. We're working but we're-not
|- Tlegal Deditctions. gétting paid. ‘The. time Stops
| Mr. Taylor and Mr, Wash- When the truck 1 1oaded and,
Angton also dezﬂnred&tm their it don'.t;f start until -the pext

hard-won wages, - ged' both men

g

icrew leader dedudted -$4,40 Ona comes in.”

weekly far soclali sequrlty AR litense, setious young
benefits; Mt, Ynahm‘ # em- Man, Mr. Taylof's summa-
“asized that dithough hp had ton of the exploifation'of mi-
Fns! his 88 catd He' newhﬁlls giant farm workprs mirrors
fum [ ! the feclings of the.esspntial

bor.
“Nelthér the| coftzactor rior laporers (about

qri \aporen > S,MOI come
the timeke: W my num- [nfo ork Btate | évery
ber,” he wiﬂi; ﬂ'hcyynever yclnr) ho harvidst t};e na.
as me." ' tign's crpps: '

The deductidns wérd Iflegal ~_{'We'rh getting theated and
evan It the crew lo’;«'tex* had
known the number. e mux-
imum legal deductioh ils 3
k:rcem of ingu salary 4ip to
800 enuuallyl For.the $140
deductlons ‘to have been fognl,
tho crew. lehder ' Woikdrs
would have to be pald ptiledst
067 weekly. The twi Itzh-




