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Time for a Look

P £4

than-it-does—on mental health.

The—first
areful” reading —of -the Betty
Wells series in The Eagle on
Larned State Hospital is that
patients, though not brutalized,
are sometimes mistreated, and
that there is a serious shortage
of ‘proféssional help for them.

‘The impression probably is-ac-
urate, and would also be true o
the other state mental hospitals,
as well as state institutions in
general.

It is no secret that Larned
State Hospital suffers from its
geography. It is at a consider-
able remove from any sizeable
psychiatric community, and pro-
‘essionals always
luctant to stay there forany pro-
tracted period.

1t suffers, too, from the same
problem as the other mental hos-
pitals, the prisons, and the col-
leges and universities, of having
less money than it needs to do
an adequate job. Kansas could
afford to spend more money

have been re- _

The_question is just how much
more it can afford to spend, and
how it would be best spent.

The increase of regional men-
‘tal health clinics in recent years
has meant, for one thing, that
the state hospitals get primarily
the people needing long-term or
intensive care. Larned Hospital’s
situation is complicated by the
fact that it is the single state
institution for the criminally in-
sane. Perhaps it would be better
if it were limited to that single
function, and that the patients
who are not criminal were sent
to another state hospital.

Some people interested in
mental hcalth believe state men-
5 should be phased

out a]together in favor of re-
gional hospitals or clinics that
would be well-staffed and cap-
able of whatever care,is needed.

° Kansans have for many years
been basking in the reputation
of having the best mental health
system in America. At one time
it was undeniably true. But there

~has-been_a_slipping backward
mncent;ﬂ@ts‘ due perhaps in
rt to too much selT-satisfa

spendmz on mental health.

If The Eagle's series does
nothing else, it calls attention to
the need for a thorough re-eval-
uation” of the state’s mental
health facilities, with an eye to
improvement.

Such.an investigation ought to
be the responsibility of the legis-
lature, with all assistance from

e Division of Institutional
Management, which has the re-
sponsibility for administering the
hospitals. The assistance of such
other experts

Clinic officials wbuld be most
welcome.

Legislation has been intro-
duced . that would accomplish
such an investigation of Larned
State Hospital, It should be
Eassed, though it might be in the

est interests of the state if it
were broadened at least to in-
clude the rest of the mental hos-
pitals too.

Should Be Spelled Out

The ‘Senate Judiclary Com-
mittee has introduced a bill
which would Tequire certain
qualifications for the attorney
general, including the active
practice of law for at least five
years before election to the of-
fice:

e-the -

egree, hut theres no magic
about the five years of experi-
ence. Vern Miller, the present
attorney general, took office
without ever having practiced
law, though he holds a degree,

and his_performance in office
has been as good as that of some
of “his predecessors who had
years of experience.

The attorney general is more
of an administrator than a law-
yer, andhe has -assistant —at-

eneral who handle
much of the routine research of
legal questions.

However, as the state's attor-
ney, the attorney general must
occasionally appear in court.
his training has been adequate

VIRGlNlA ary

I come up to miile-high Lake Tahos,
now filled with elegant.ski people. But I
make a nostalgic swing into the town T
like best. =

Virg
Nevada
Liveliest

City, high in the barren
hills, advertises itself as “The

Ghost Town in the West.”

1t has a more or less permanent
populatign of 650 citizens and 21 bars.

VIRGINIA CITY'S sidewalkssag.
Buildings dip alarmingly when an old
mining tunnel caves. The underground of
the lnwn is a gopher’s maze.

the silver

t financed Mr. Lincoln's war. The

L\?ﬂlﬂnﬂ that bmlt the dly of San*

Francisco. of booted,

‘millionaires, ﬂllﬂmg (hlmulvu on im-

grltd Maryland terrapin and Kentucky
urbon.

THE LIVELIEST GHOST town, how-_
ever, lacks-the presence of the eleg.m
journalist, Mr. Lucius Beebe. 1
‘swear those were the good old days

Mr. Beebe was the last of the Com-
‘stock high livers.

Some years ago, Mr. Beebe came into
'.he crumbung ghost town with t; :xe ase

nd journalistic enterprise and tumll

med like a frontier model
~~He restored-the Territorial Enurpmg
And !rom its brick doorway each morn-
ing, Mr. Beebe would walk across 1o the
: Delu snlwn and refresh-himsel¥ for the

prise here (Some talk that it is being
revived.

s-lnnn keepers wore nuggets for wafch
chains. Mark Twain observed that “‘to be
a saloon keeper and have ]ulled a man
was to be highly regarded by all

The saloons of today hew to the line,
The bartenders wear sleeve garters:
Player pianos tinkle in the cheery, beery
interiors. And a rich smell of Whiskey on
l;ar varnish (loats from each hospitable

oorwa,

LUCIUS BEEBE WORE a claw ham-
mer coat and a black hat with a western
brim.

~Mr—Beebe had a gourmet taste to
match those of the miner moguls who
dug $750 million worth of silver out of
_the bleak hills.

“He imported Bollinger dumpagm and *

Jack Daniels sour m; ey — and
insisted that the saloons Keep it on hand.
He fixed up a home in John Piper's
mansion——Piperran-the- old-Opera
House and imported-the-fingst European
signers.

HIS NEWSPAPER RAN nostalgic
memories of Julia Bulette, a dance hall
belle with a heart of gold. Some uncouth
fellow pistoled poor Julia. They hanged

his degree will equip him suffi-
ciently for that.

For the past 113 years the
state hag managed to get by with
a set of attorney general quali.
fications which don’t even make
a law degree mandatory.

The Kansas Supreme Court
has ruled that for all practical
purposes, the attorney general
should be a lawyer, but it didn't
say it was an absolute require-
ment.

It ought to be spelled out in
a statute.

inthe West

him after one of the finest, wettest,
teariest funerals in the history of Neva-
da.

. Beebe raised her stylish ghost in
stk and satin prose
‘The Liveliest Ghost Town hasn't been
5o lively since Mr. Beebe went away.

IT IS A TOWN OF THIN, nippy air
and a million memories. A few writers
move mlmm time to time — for living

t expensive”and book publishers
don't: spoil the help by overpaying them. .

Thesitver dollars (alas i longer pure
silver but fudged) clatter ‘on the tables.
Just as they clattered when the Faira
and Mackays and O'Briens and other
million-dollar mining men watched the
money roll in. (And no income tax.)

Silver fizzes fizz for breakfast. The eye
openers open early in the Liveliest Ghost
Town.

There's talk of silver again. Now that
silver-is-up-so-high that our government
no longer gives us silver for our paper
dollars.

1 come here and have a silver fizz in
the Delta. And blast it, I miss Lucius
Beebe, a man for all seasons.

Chronicle Publishing Co.

Cdm';')'aigfhf?Reform Here

Commuter Buses, Not Trains

I read with interest the Jan. 28
editorial espousal of the editor's ideas
about train travel on a commuter basis
for towns west of Wichita.

I have expressed in the past my desire
to see such a scheme in my own area of
town which is southeast. Where 1 work,
and at the plants near my house, many
of the employes come from Ark City and
Winfield. K-15 is one of the more direct
routes from that area, also taking in
Mulvane, Derby and other towns whose
people shop and work in  Wichita.
Parallelling K-15, as U.S. 54, is=a train
Toute, in fact, the one used by Amtrak,

I have promoted on occasion that it
would be good to establish a commuter
train out of Ark City each day to serve

ple there who work in Wichita on
regular shifts.

Toffer an idea that can be readily put
in action for a test quiet economically.
Continental Trailways and some of the
smaller bus lines operating out of
Wichita could possibly supply several of
their road diesel buses for commuter
service on these runs, The only
pecsonnel involved are the drivers and a
few ticket agents and people could park
their cars centrally or be delivered by
faniily to the bus which could make
connection with city bus - lines or
continue in a direct route of its own to
piants and shopping facilities. There
would be no major investment in unique,
limited scope equipment. of the self
propelled railbus variety.

I believe we-could use-to-advantage=——3al

just such a limited commuter system

by bus an the metropolitan Wichita
area.

CHARLEY WHITWORTH

‘Wichita

Just What Is ‘Criminal’?

ent is 10 be ched it ca
only be for some high ecrime or
misdemeanor in which he himsell is
involved.

As an example of charges against the
President which are not high crimes or
misdemeanors, Mr. Kilpatrick lists the
bombing of Cambodia as  not
constitutionally a hlgh crime. If our
Constitution permits raining ruin on any
country and the.killing and maiming of
its people (as Mr. Nixon did, in secret,
without informing thos& in whose name
it was done) then we must change the
Constitution.

It is also stafed the attempting to
suborn a judge is a mere blunder; that
extortion is really unlawful in campaigns
but is not- bribery is
commonplace; that” Mr. Nixon's tax
returns were just errors (if, indeed, they
were even that) and are civil, not
criminal. (This may be disputed by
many who have been and are imprisoned
for tax evasion and_ other such
“errors.’’)

All letters to the Public Forum must
be signed and include the writer’s name,
address, and_telephone number. Only
name and city will be published.
Eagle reserves the right o edit or
condense all letters. The opinions .
pressed in letters and syndicated co
Taentary are (hose of the wrler and ot
of the newspaper. Letters from the same
person will not be published more often
than once every 30 days. .

D e T

industrialization. We have polluted the
rivers and streams, the atmosphere and,
ves, the seemingly boundless waters of
our great oceans. We are finding only
traces of toxins in our marine species.
Wake up, while there are only traces.
Weekend excursions to the country-
side are becoming more popular among
the people. On these excursions, do
want to see “amber waves of grain” or
do you want to see lacerations in the
land caused by strip mines (in the name
of progress, of course) and-smoke bil-
lowing refineries and power plams All
L'ask'is that you think about it.
JOHN SPRINGER
Wichita

It Doesn’t Hold Water

Of all the excuses and alibis which Mr.
Nixon has come up with to explain his
shenanigans, the one relating to the milk
deal is the flimsiest. It holds water
about like a screen door. Congress,he
~to-overwhelm him ‘and
his secretary of Agriculture with a bill
to raise miik supports to unwarranted
heights. So what was he, poor guy, to do
buthead it off by raising them more
moderately himself. =
The facts are that out of the
members of Congress, this milk hike
as supported by

Ug|
measure, let alone
Furthermore, not a singte~bill on mitk
supports had been considered in any
committee at the time Nixon raised
them.

The great majority of congressmen
and senators represent districts and
states where milk consumers outnumber
milk producers at least 50 to 1. The idea
that they would vote to make their

Tn 1961 I sat in the base-
ment a[ that building, with a_telephone,
and worked to interest people in e

/ serving it. Before that, Mrs. Ruth
bard had worked to the same end. Wa
were backed by the Wichita Historical
Museum, and it is gratifying to know
that we did not fail.

Every city needs to keep soma of its
early buildings so that the current gen-
eration can learn what type of people
he pioneers were — what aims and
thoughts they had about this land: in
which we all like to live, Here in Lor
Beach, there are two early ranch homes,
mostly furnished. One can appreciate
how well people lived a hundred years
ago without modern inventions. At
Christmas time the tree at Los Cerritos
was beautiful with only popcorn and
cookies.

Wichita, youngsters will find it
easier to evaluate their pioneers if they
can_see_the massive and beautiful nld
limestone courthouse with its dainty iron
fence. The Civil War monument on the
south grounds reminds us that Kansas
played a leading role in the war, It
was “bleeding Kansas" then, not the
prosperous, industrialized state we know

today
ﬂn both coasts, we are “almost—gub-
merged with citizens from other lands
who are gaining citizenship here. The
Midwest needs to preserve American
mqnm o that we can realize how and
hy these people sought to come hera
aml are-still coming.
JUNE H. MAYER
Long Beach, Calif,

Speculating on Theory -

The past and history are- the same,
Inseparate and relative, unlike spaca
and time which is separate but relative.
Without the written past, history would

forgotten, lost in the, wilderness of
space and infinite time,

Respectively, nothing lost nothing
gained but a continuance of re-cccurring
cosmic events, pulsating the eharacte
istic laws n( the umiverse. Changing its
paticrnable design from -birth to decay
t0'it3 original basic elements. Biblically
speaking, “dust thou art made and unto
dust thou shall return.”

Speculating on_theory, porhaps -the
past, present and future xre remedi-
tated, secretly locked up in-the folds
of all living matter, generation after

consttuents pay more for milk _is—~genetation unflding and unfolding, re-

ridiculous.

Suoposo there had been a proposal in
congress to extend veterans benefits —
something _which Nixon strenuously
opposes. Does anyone think he would
have caved in to congressional pressure
no greater than that for milk price
raises? You can safely bet your last
little corroded dime that he would not
have.

Anyone so gullible as-to swalow the
milk yarn couid probably ber made to
believe that the churches and the WCTU
were pressunng for the legllluhon of

spouding to its natural physical gepetic

code, like tiny time capsules relossing

its programmatic historica

and sheying only to the Tepetitive eycles
ife.

“Lest we forget,” life is like a re-
cording machine recording o tape all
the special events in life. It_can’t be

erased. only in the minds of men_who
tried to forgive and forgef, his
for wealth and power, political feuding
tempest-wars, the tragic. mistake - at
Watergate, we may not éarn our right
for love of life, laughter and song, oo
siructive creative

day'sfray:
YOU CLIMB OUT OF THE Washos
leey, overlooking a backdrop of snow
Sierra so clear; 5o white; it-looks-like-a-
picture postcard.
M- 11'5.I _licky, -there

fog pecuiar to
Twain vmzte for the Terrﬂoml Enter-

Morning 'Prayer
_ Almighty God, remind-—us—that —a

————things-are possible-inThy hands.
has sent Tmmive Him.
====May-each

By RICHARD L

——One-_of the foremost

lessons of
w-wnu&.‘nlearly everyone _would
agree; is aws. xoVErmnx campaign
spending and financial disclosure are in

-need reform. Congress seems.

drastic
it-a dash of ant to- ‘this- reasoning; bat-
Fosonip is o kind of = Lo oNiate egitatures.

In “its” year-end review. of -state
leauhdv- action, .the. Cmmci] of State

bll!kh!mtu acted (in 1973) to bolner
the public’s ing confidence in
vernment  at Ill levels by passin,
— finan ure [aws, cam| a

t0-Jove our fell A

By Fronkin Folger

THIS YEAR, 42 state Iegnhture! will
“meet in some form.of “rogular-session,

—andat jeast-twn-in-special mma"m-,

‘spckesman told Editarial R esearch

N—LATE w73,
Senate tried another—approach. it
attacked —an—amendment calling for.
public financing of election campaigns to
a bill extending the federal debt ceiling,
But the House refmed to_accept the.
id returned to_the-

the

““Serate - m""ﬁtﬂ

amendment.

, At the state level, the cump-lanvr&
form movement predates Wa atergat A
iritiative —approved by
Washington State in Novembq- um
opened campaign furtding, the nal

bbying
to__public _yiew. . Strong .

activitil

&} _enlorcement powers were given {0 an
Lolorado-

-Thou - jobbying — regulations,
les, and__many _other -forms -of
m‘-;“pn"gvvmn—_rﬁrfnxggnnﬂ 3 -

AIABAMAS NEW L‘)DE-O& Eunc;r

This is a shocking view of our
attitudes.
Isittrue?
MILDRED GROVE
Wichita

“Please Say tt-Tsnt-S0
Let's face it. The American housewife
is to blame -for the gasoline shortage.
Only a few years ago, most households
had one_car which the breadwinner,
usually the husband, took to work with
him. The wife stayed home.
Now, she i traipsing up and down the
and i}

Tﬁm wayswu
the Umted Smu
M oot
husband i working.

l ould llke to lulm that _ the
i Lthe

strong support, m
most.comprehensive in ihe muon A

Aleasures of keepmg a niee home, enjoy
the genuine pleasures available in the

i ALFRED S. BENNET
Wichita

Don‘t Change the Flag!

In a statement in_your
~;muk:&wmmm

Our present state ﬂ:z designates much
more reality of times when our state
was settled than the other five pictures
printed in your paper.

I am u
mv:nd

horses. my settled in Gremwwd
Cmnly._'lh_lm.h town d—?‘y
mm’i-ﬁol track § Vs

a_new_school

der construction - and
lnddll!lb was built. County roads

ars of age—a daughler and
daughter of pioneers.

d Indiana in 1875 ll\ a
teams - of

Rights.*=Thg Ten Onmmxnd.
ments,” and love for God — “Lest g
forget It's time to remember.

HAI

Truths From

Titus 1:15:16 “A' person who Is pure bt
hem sees’ goodness—- and purity In
everything;« but a person whose. ovn
heart is evi! andpntrusting finds evil in
everything, for {his dirty mind.. and
rebellious heart color all he sees -aad
hears. Such persons_claim they know
God bu: from mdn‘:‘m way ey act,
knows they- 't They-are-rotten
nnd disobedient, worthless so far as
doing is-coneerned: =
1 thmk this statement is true about
of the crities of our President,
'mey can't see thé good that has been

Vcrses frnm n Tlmolhy 3say: "In the

, will_consider campaign refor)
alalad issues.—Logislaluras—Ih

issue in 1973 will take a
Secord ook a ther handiwark is time

ngress, meanwhile, has been mired
n mmﬂng Last July 30, barel

Cmonth afler the nation heard ow
President . Nixon's 1972 re-election
committes had helped to finance the-
Wal wg- burglary, the Senate
~—approved " the comprehensive
c-mgngn reform act in 48 years. The

{imits-on- itures “and
conlnbuunn.l it campaigns. for” federal
olrlce fted rd!kﬂons on broldels

the government, and requires them o
dINClO’i‘. their. ccnnonu: interests and the’

cypations of _their
immediate. families. 11 addition, the
code - prohibits cabinet members and

. gubernatorial appointees from owning

any interest in ent Uut

any enterprise.
business with the state or from:

_income from any other governmental 3

“agency:
i reform .and_ financial
dlscloiure make for smart polities.these
days. A number of Texas cmcrholderl
t

~ MW —ago.

ey - twist slowly; slowly. in the

the House

eruj
(nseted” the

governor,, spenker o{ nn house, _and
statewide eleciions, In lm the Texa:
Legislature ~approved - a

Fome, aml Eep away Trom Uhe gasiling

. Pittsburg
On Trips to the Countryside

In view of the recent flood of letters
condemning the "envlmnmemhm“hl.z

it
o o ok i s Theg Have 8 1o
“by in Washington just like corporations,
labor. unions, plas

n defense of environm
_1 want to sulymu t my plea ot to be so
to“demand-that we go

ahead bilmlly mhl full throttle in
mmah:f
ﬂuzinmpstmlwmmv
ping the results of 80 or 90 years of

‘e surveyed.
€, enjo, hgxslrnmmdmll lmﬂy

to be a Chmum For
E—oniv themsalvosand-u

ﬂnuud'"u:'

V& roc] p

caving in. The water was

bucket pe

for household-as for all other_

Ye: it was all hard work for e
required a pmre

of the state and hiay-
“ing umsmml"" o the Urior, They,chose e

“Ad Astta Per

Aipers (T the stars hroug At %

which they had truly eained. =
So now why shoud be stand. by and

approve of some ts
llndmlemd-lol

—Again,_ -

1 definitel no.—Just_maks
MW%._'

MRS. BERNARD B, CLARK: _

= Wichita

Save the Old Cvuﬁﬁouse'

r hwyhrhruﬁ-t'ﬂnu
is mhmmmm in-saving -the- old

pulled“trp-by-
cartied by p p-u

last very-difficat

will be proud and. boastful
—God,” disobedient to
ungrateful to them, and ughly.
They will be hardheaded and never give'
in to others; they will be constant liars
and ‘troublemakers and  will - - think
nothing of immorality. They will be
e ml ’l%?vylw at those who
«their
meua- l.hey wlll be hothem.’ puffed
up with pride, and prefer good ti mgu 1o
these  truths every. day

borin. Lat 7 back 1o od. He s
,.,m.“,m;.,“{’.‘ st i
.l




